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COURTEOUS READER, 


Tri is known by many chat I am a x great ad- 
mirer of the ſmiles of Divine Providence; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe Providence has 
ſweetly ſmiled upon me. The rich profeſſ 
can look to his i; 


his temporal wants ; but the poor believer is 
guided by the eye of Faith to the promiſe, as 


the og promiſed to believers is treaſured 


Faith attends the. petto 8 honors 
her juſt plea ; anll, for the ſake of an Inter- 


tock in hand for a fupplFor | 


ceſſor, permits her to prevail; nor can he 


ever ſend her empty away. The far greater 


part of GOD's family, being neceſſitated to 


appear on the latter ſide of the queſtion, has 


induced me to deſire the univerſal ſpread of 


this wonderful diſplay of Providence. Be- 
ſides, I thought that my Bank of Faith would 
make a good yoke-fellow to it; and I ſee no 


Juſt cauſe or impediment why they ſhould 
not be Muy: joined tc ether. 


But 
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5 any piece of Shakeſpeare, 


41 155 EE. . this to ga ba the * 
ing of ſuch. a bleſſed Narrative on his own 


footing with-a N that I would re- 
to circulate the 
Sk as cen as poſſible. I have alſo diſ- 
tilled it from a few dregs, which I thought 
auld be well ſpared, as they rather obſcure 
its radiance, than caſt a luſſte on it. 

Had this little Treatiſe been Don Puixote, 
it would have 
aſſembled a Jubilee before g W,. and made 
its appearance in the thirtie the edition, But 
as it is a ray of GOD, it muſt be I in a 
corner, or cafe 
Reader, farewel : GOD help thee and 
me to abide cloſe under his ſhadow ; to be 


valiant for his truth, zealous for his honor, 


and bold in his righteous cauſe; and we 
may depend upon it; that he will honor 
thoſe that honor him, and plead the cauſe of 
them that have pleaded his. 

With an aſſured hope of the truth of hin 


1 reſt and remain, 
2 e thine, 


Mila Hunting fone 


ro the moles and to the bats. 5 
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INTRODUCTION: 


Containing the Reaſons and Motives F the preſent 
Narrative, 3 


1 Win his Royal Pruffian 311 and 
Vida Highneſs of Brandenburgh, Frederick I. 
was in the year 1700 graciouſly pleaſed to inform 
himſelf, in the exacteſt manner poſſible, concern- 
ing the Hoſpital, and the whole method there 
contrived for the better educating and cultivating 
of youth, at Glaucha without Hall; and this by 
the care and management of four of his honor- 
able Privy Council: and whereas after they had 
| "+ 1 
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not 56 taken a ſtrict ſurvey of all -- abi 
3 to this affair, but ordered me withal to 


| rand the moſt material circumſtances of the 
whole defign, which might prove ſerviceable for 
a | a right information of others; it ſo happened that 
mee report of this royal commiſſion, ' being ex- 
== . _ tended far and near, gave birth to a world of te- 
Aaious and importunate queries, how our matters 
_ rn were now carried on: therefore I found myſelf 
5 n anger neceſſity of drawing up and publiſhing a 
= | ſhort abſtract of what, with all ſubmiſſion, had 
been preſented to his ſaid Pruffian majeſty and 
: clectoral highneſs of Brandenburgh ; annexing 

= __ withal ſuch things as fince that time have hap- 
DW pened, and do now readily occur to my memory: 7 
=. the knowledge whereof may prove uſeful both to 
the public, and alſo to particular perſons, as con= 


great Gop: reſerving yet ſome things which _y 
not concern every reader to know. 8 

II. Notwithſtanding the defired ſucceſs of 5 
commiſſion aforeſaid, graciouſly appointed for this 
purpoſe by our ſovereign, many groundleſs reports 
BY | and falſe ſurmiſes, nay, manifeſt untruths and 
bp | - Aflanders about this undertaking have hitherto been 
Hal | raiſed, whereby the whole affair has been not a 
little obſtructed. This I think is a ſufficient war» 
rant for any one, to expoſe to the view of all men 
| . the 


ſet down in writing a full account thereof, ex- 


5 4 5 Aucing to the advancement of the glory of our ji 
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THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE: NEL 
. truth in its native ſimplicity; eſpecially by 
ſuch an hiſtorical account, in order both to vin- 
dicate his own innocence, and to ward off the 
open aſſaults of malignant tongues. Theſe con- 
ſiderations then have moved me to ſet down a free 
and impartial aecount of this affair, which no 
body ought to look on as a private concern, it 
being undoubtedly a work deſigned and ſet up 
for public uſe and benefit. No man of any diſere- 
tion, or of a candid diſpoſition, will find reaſon 
to queſtion the truth of what has been delivered 
in ſo plain a narrative; it being grounded partly 
on the inquiry of our governors, and their fatherly _ 
care over their ſubjects, and partly on the evi- 
| dence of the thing itſelf : which would give me 
juſt cauſe to fear that I ſhould be convinced of 
the contrary, if I had made the leaſt attempt to 
violate the truth. Not to mention at this time, 
that a man of probity and temper can neyer pre- 
ſume to caſt any aſperſion of falſhood upon the 
account here given; the undertaking here de- 
ſcribed being altogether void of viſible ſupplies, 
and of all certainty of human ſupports; and de- 
pending entirely upon the bleſſing of Gop; ſo 
that if he ſhould withold the ſame, nothing leſs 
would enſue than a ſudden declenſion and final 
overthrow of what had been ſo happily begun; 
ſince the uſing ill means to effect our deſign, 
would cauſe che diſpleaſure of Gop againſt it, and 
B 2 deprive 
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diction which we have hitherto enjoyed. 

But what is yet more for the purpoſe, I add, 
that for the ſake of theſe, who being prejudice& 
againſt us, do not ſeruple to call in queſtion the 


moſt evident things, which are even as clear as 
the ſun at noon day, I teſtify, in the preſence of 


the living Gop, who is ready to bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the 


counſels of the heart, that not one falſe word has 


willingly and wittingly been uttered in this whole 
diſcourſe, - Now, if this aſſeveration will not pre- 
vail neither, there is no other way left to convince 


III. We may here make a ſeaſonable applica- 


tion of the words of the angel Raphael in the 
book of Tobit: If is good to praiſe Gov, and exalt 


bis Name, and bonorably to Jhew forth the Works of 


| Gop; therefore be not ſlack to praiſe him. Tt is good 
#0 keep cloſe the ſecrets of a king, but it is honorable 
to reveal the Works of Gop. Tob, xii. 5, 6, 7, 


Now, whereas Satan hitherto, by his inſtruments, 
has diffuſed his virulent malice againſt this un- 
dertaking, and ſpread abroad a world of lies and 


calumnies, ſhould not all this tir up a man's 


conſcience, 


* * 


4 people, but that Gop himſelf beareth witneſs unto 
the Truth by continuing his blefling upon us, and 
granting ſucceſs to our endeayours in this affair, 
till he declare in the laſt day, before angels and 
men, that which now perhaps will not be believed, 


JS 


my 
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ee by a true and ſincere account, to ſet 
the Work of GOD againſt the lies of the devil; 
that ſo the mouth of the latter may be ſtopped, 
and the Name of the former highly extolled and 

. igel by all men? 5 
IV. Moreover we are required ky the royal 45 
> love, to admoniſh our neighbour, if we ſee 
him fin againſt Gov, or to give him a ſeaſonable 
caution, when he is in danger of betraying him- 
ſelf into error, And whereas many have already 
violated their conſciences, by paſſing a raſh cen- 
ſure. upon the management of this affair, eſpeci- 
ally they whoſe judgments have been biaſſed by a 


multitude of falſe and groundleſs reports, which 


may give us juſt cauſe to fear, that the impetuous 
courſe of ſuch flanders, raiſed by ill meaning 
people, might perhaps plunge them deeper into 
the guilt of wilful and uncharitable reflections; 


it is hoped, this large account may prove b 
prevent the bad conſequences of ſuch ill practices 


-in time to come- Now, whoever has been pre- 


judiced againſt us, may eaſily rectify his judg- 


ment by reading over this ſmall Treatiſe. 

But if he doth not think this worth his while, 
let him ceaſe from ſpeaking and thinking amiſs 
of our enterpriſes : or let him know, that if he 

perſiſt therein, he muſt expect to be called to an 
account by Gop, the righteous Judge, for theſe 
bis uncharitable proceedings, ; 
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V. And further, it is our duty 70 confider one 
Sorts to provoke unto love and good works, Heb. 
x. 24. Wherefore being well aſſured that many | 
perſons have been already excited' by the report 
of this work, more induſtriouſly to provide for 


the poor and afflicted, it gives us a better ground 


to hope, that this full Narrative, laying open to 


every man's view the whole ſcope of the under- 


taking, will produce a ſtill happier effect, and 
revive in many ſouls a true ſenſe of Chriſtian 
charity, whereſoever and to whomſoever it comes: 
which may the more rationally be expected, after 
the confutation of ſuch falſe and ſlanderous re- 


ports as hitherto have caſt an odium upon this 


affair, and the ſubſequent declaration of the truth ; 


freely preſented to the reader. 


VI. When, about three or four years ago, but a 


mort account of the riſe and progreſs-of our un- 
dertaking, fo far as it was then advanced under 
the bleſſing of Gop, was drawn up and preſented 
to the public, it did not produce any ill, but ra- 


ther good effects in the minds of ſuch as read it, 


f and proved an occaſion of extolling the Name of 


the Lord in many places; ſo that ſeveral editions 


of the Hiſtorical account, then publiſhed, were ſold 
off in a little time, and the continuation thereof 


moſt earneſtly deſired. But ſince this work is 


confiderably increaſed, and many 3 


. of the wonderful Providenee of God de- 


clared, 


VV This FOOTSTEPS OP PROVIDENCE. 7 
TCelared, fo that the former narrative is upon no 
account to be compared with this, we may from 
thence reaſonably infer, that this will ſtill produce 
more noble effects, and illuſtrate the goodneſs of 
God in a more conſpicuous manner. - 
VII. To inſtance in one particular, I can aſſure 
the reader, that many ſouls laboring both under 
penury of worldly gate, and want of confidence in 
God, have mightily been ſupported and ſtrength 
ened by this his fignal Providence manifeſted in 
this affair: nay, even upon the hearing of ſome 
one inſtance wherein the Loxp hath been a pre- | 
ſent help in the day of neceſſity and trouble. And f 
though they, who depending upon the abundance. 
of their riches, and have but little regard to their 
duty of depending upon Gop; ſhall be called to 
an account for the haughty and ſcornful conſtruc- 
tion they perhaps will put upon this narrative; : 
yet I am ſure that thoſe who are aſſaulted with 
- temptations todiffidence, or lie under poverty and 
other diſtreſs, will be thankful- to Gop for ſo 
many evident demonſtrations, that Gop is ſtill the 
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ſame he hath been in times of old, and never n= 
leaves them in confuſion that caſt their care upon 1 
: him, and learn with patience to wait for the ap- | ' 


pointed time of his gracious viſitation, 

VIII. The Forks of GOD have commonly the 
greateſt influence upon future ages: on the con- 
trary, they in whoſe time they were done, too 
; | commonly 


„im yoorsru#s Or raoviines. 
commonly undervalue them; and harden them⸗ | 
ſelves againſt them, by permiting themſelves to 
be overſwayed by the-damning fin of unbelief; 
Therefore it is hoped that Go, according to his 
infinite mercy. and goodneſs, will hand down this 
| preſent Narrative for a memorial to after-ages, 
that they may magnify His Name, and acknows 
ledge that he only is the Loxp e my 
'_  - there is none like him. ; 
{Theſe are the real motives which have laced 
85 me to the publication of this preſent account. 
If any one ſhould offer to brand me with the im- 
putation of ſome other defign, and charge me 
with ambition, vain glory, ſelf-intereſt, or any 
other aſperſions of that nature, I will leave him to 
Soy and his own conſcience. I will add but one 


F| thing: Judge nothing before the time, until the Lox v 
. come; at whoſe coming every man's work ſhall be made 
- | manifeſt : for the day ſhall declare it, The Loxp 
. direct all our endeavours to his own honor, and 
3 the benefit of our fellow creatures: which | 19 the 
1 T7 wiſh of the Author. 
Fe --4 : : p 
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CHAP I 


of the Rip Occafon, and. Progreſs f this Under- | 
taking, 5 


FF 5 for the riſe, occaſion, and 1 of che 
whole affair, ſome account thereof has been com- 
municated to the public ſome years ſince, Which 
I chall here ſummarily repeat, and afterwards bring 
down the narrative to the preſent time. 
It is a cuſtom of long ſanding, as well in the 
; city as the ſuburbs of Hall, to appoint a parti- 
cular day every week, wherein the poor are or- 
7 dered to appear together, at the doors of ſuch 
_ charitable perſons as are diſpoſed to beſtow their 
benevolence upon them. Now Thurſday being 
ſet apart for this purpoſe in my neighbourhood, 
(being miniſter at Glaucha) upon this occaſion 
the poor flocked together before my door, and 1 
cauſed ſome bread to be diſtributed among them. 
Whereupon it readily came into my mind, how 
happy an opportunity this might prove, to pro- 
vide for them alſo ſome wholeſome directions out 
of the Word of Gop; more nearly concerning 
them than any outward food, as tending to pro- 
mote the welfare of their ſouls: this ſort of people 
lying generally under groſs ignorance; whence 
1 void of all ſenſe of religion, they betake 
themſelves to an evil and diſſolute courſe of life. 
| 8 One 
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33 8 day, as they gave attendance at my door, 
1 expectation of ſome temporal ſupply, I got 
5 them all together i into the houſe, and placed the | 

adult perſons on one fide, and the youth on the 

| other ; and then familiarly and obligingly en- 


quired of the latter, what they underſtood of the 
principles of Chriſtian Religion, as they are ſet 


down in Luther's Catechiſm ? The elder perſons 
only attended to my diſcourſe with the younger: 
and after I had ſpent about a quarter of an hour 
in this. catechetical exerciſe, I concluded with "3 
prayer: and then, according to cuſtom, diſtri- 


ge} 


buted my alms among them ; telling them withal, 


that now for the future both ſpiritual and tem- 


poral proviſion was defigned for them, and ex- 


horting them to meet every Thurſday on that 


account in my houſe, which they did accordingly. 


This exerciſe was begun about the N od 
the year 1694. 

II. Being thus engaged with the poor, and by 
that means perceiving their ignorance and want 
of inſtruction to be ſo great, that I ſcarce knew 


where to begin the cultivation of ſo barren a ſoil, 5 


in order to plant therein a right apprehenſion of 
Chriſtian principles ; I'was then heartily concerned 


to contrive a method for removing obſtructions, 
and making way for better impreſſions ' on their 


ignorant minds; being fully convinced that ſuch 
defects in matters of W and of a religious 
28 5 85 5 conduct, 
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conduct, whereby ſo many people debaſe their 


i nature even to brutality, and abandon themſelves 


to the government of ſenſuality, muſt needs prove 


a viſible overthrow as well of religion as of the 


commonwealth. And I was made yet more ſen- 


-  fible of this, by obſerving that ſo many children, 


which by reaſon of their parents poverty are never 
put to ſchool, and ſo never get the leaſt tinEture 


of good education, remain under the groſſeſt ig- 
norance; whereby licentiouſneſs and irreligion get 
the aſcendant over them; and ſo being fit for no 
honeſt employment, they will not ſcruple in pro- 


ceſs of time to commit theft, robbery, and other 
ſuch heinous crimes, which they make the objets 


of their ſtudy and practice. 


Having determined to put children to ſchool, 
defraying the weekly charges thereof, I obſerved 
that they were punctual enough in fetching the 
money ; but either did not frequent the ſchool at 


all, or when they did, yet gave not the leaſt fi gn 


of improvement in their behaviour, 


III. Beſides this, I was much concerned for poor 
houſekeepers, who forbear to ſeek relief by beg- 
ing abroad. To ſupport whom in ſome meaſure, 
I bought an alms-box; and this I cauſed to be 
handed about every week. to well-diſpoſed ſtu- 
dents, and all ſuch as were willing to contribute 
- to ſo good a work. And by this method, in a. 


week's t time I raiſed about two ſhillings, which 


C2 applied 
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hy to the relief of hey e indigene 
huouſekeepers. | 1 
IV. But after we had es to > Fallin: this . 3 
practice 4 little while, the box ſeemed to proves „ L 
1 a burden to ſome, and I collected ſo little, that it 4 
1 A 8 i would not countervail the pains taken about it; 
3 therefore it was offered to none but thoſe that 
were readily prediſpoſed to acts of charity. But = i 
moſt of theſe were, for want of money, incapable . i 
bj of promoting the deſign: and as for the richer 1 
bort, we were not willing to run the riſk of ex- 
3 : | ® poſing our box to them; fearing they ſhould re- 
8 | ffuſe to part with the ſmalleſt hmb of their golden 
| =. idol; they having never had any true experience 
| of a ſelf-denying and.-mortified courſe of life; | 
though ſome of them now and then might make 4 
indeed a plauſible ſhew. of religious Ati, and | 
; pretend to paſs for good Chriſtians, - 
V. Sol laid this quite aſide, and fixed ox +) 
in my own parlour, with theſe words written over 
it ; Whoſo hath this world's good, and _ ſeeth bis 
brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of com- 
Sap paſſion From him, how dwelleth the love of Gov in 
Z ĩ ͤ bn? 7; John i iii. 17, And under it: Every man 
_ according as he purpoſeth i in his heart, fo let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of wee for Gor boveth 4 
BT cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix; 7. This was intended 
wa + ors cacit admonition to all that came in, to open 
I © their hearts towards the poor. The box was put 
| vp in the ng BL the year 1695. 
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THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE. 1 


VI. And thus I was taken up a great while, 
with contriving effectual methods to provide for 
the poor, and each of them hath been bleſſed in 
its degree, One day before I fixed the aforeſaid 


box for the poor in my houſe, I took the Bible, 


and, as it were by accident; did light on theſe 
words: God is able to make, all grace abound towards 
Dou, that ye always having all ſufficiency in all things, 

may abound to every good work, 2 Cor, ix. 8. This 


| ſentence made a deep impreſſion on my mind, 
caufing me to think, © How is Gop able to make 


te this? I ſhould be glad to help the poor, had [ 


15 wherewithal; whereas now I am forced to ſend 


te many away empty andunrelieved.” Some hours 
after I received a letter from a friend, who hea» 


vily complained that he and all his family were 


like to periſh with want; ſaying, he would bor- 
row no more; but if any one would, for Gop's 


5 ſake, make him an object of his Charity, he ſhould 


ever retain a grateful remembrance of it. This 


minded me afreſh of what I had read a little while 


before, and made till a deeper impreſſion on me, 
attended with fighs and aſpirations. After ſome 
debates in my mind, I thought on a project how 


to relieve effectually this poor man in his preſent 
want, and yet in a Chriſtian manner, and without 
giving the leaſt trouble to any perſon whatſoever. 


This then I ſpeedily put in execution, and the 
ſaid au was ts ſucceſsful : as to get, within the 


com paſs 
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14 THE FOOTSTEPS OP PROVIDENCE. Co oo, 3 
_ compaſs of one year, zbout * an hundred and fifty AE f 
crowns by this means: and ſo their falling into = 
extreme poverty was happily prevented. This 3 
proved a ſufficient demonſtration how Gop is able 3 
to make us abound to every good work: which 1 
I could not forbear here to mention, becaufe it 
5 helps to diſcover as well the outward cauſe which 
our undertaking took its riſe from, as the frame- 
of my mind, which the LORD: ike nag for carrying 
EE CES on the work. 
3 : VII. About a quarter of a year der the box 
| I, was ſet up in my houſe, a certain perſon put into 
11 i., at one time, to the value of eighteen ſhillings 
ed fixpence, Engliſh. When I took this into my 
LE. | hands, I ſaid, in full aſſurance of faith, EDS. . 
© now a conſiderable fund, worthy to be laid out 1 
*in ſome important undertaking ; therefore 1 | 
« will even take this for the foundation of a 
& charity-ſchool.” I did not confer with fleſh and 
blood about this affair, but went, on with reſolu- 
tion: and the very ſame day cauſed as many 
books to be bought as coſt. eight ſhillings ; and 
then got a poor ſtudent to teach the children 
two hours" in a day, 8 him twelve pence $ 
a week | 


* 


— . ⏑ 
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» Thirty ponnils 1 Engliſh. 

7 It 3s to be obſerved here, that one Engliſh penny babe 
reduced to German coin, will anſwer the value of ſixpence in 
. ſo that twelve 5 Englih wil go as far in that 

country 
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a wee for his pains; in hopes the Lok p would 
increaſe our ſmall ſtock, after about two crowns 
ſhould be thus ſpent in the ſpace of eight weeks. 


The poor young vagrants that we had, readily 


% 


accepted of theſe new books that were offered to 
them; but of twenty-ſeven books that were diſtri- 
buted amongſt them, four only came to our hands 
again, the reſt being kept or ſold by the children, 


who went away with them, a never came near 
us any more. 5 


I was not diſcouraged by this 1 
but having bought more books with half a crown 


that was left of our ſtock, I ordered the children _ 


to leave them behind when they had learned their 
leſſon. Afterwards we had a preſs made on pur- 
poſe, out of which they took their books when 

they came to ſchool, and when they went away 
their books were locked up again : which ever 
ſince hath been the conſtant en in all charity- 


ſchools. 


VIII. About Eaſter 1695, this chailey fohogh 


-was begun with the above-mentioned ſmall pro- 


viſion. This eighteen ſhillings and fixpence proved 
not only the firſt foundation and fund the charity- 


country as ſix ſhillings here. Which I once for all have ob- 


ſerved in this place, leſt any one being unacquainted with the 
cuſtoms of Germany, compute their money by the Engliſh | 
ſtandard, and ſo charge the author with en in the ma- 


1 of his expences. ? 
„ ſchools 


3 
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| ſchools were grounded upon, but within the ſpate | 
of a little time, occaſioned and produced 5 | 


building of the Hoſpital itſelf ! 


For the charity-ſchool, I got a place fitted up 
before my ſtudy, and cauſed a box to be fixed on 


one of the walls, at the top whereof I placed. 
theſe words: For defraying the charges of 


e putting to ſchool poor children, and providing 
4 hooks and other neceſſaries for them. Anno 


& MDCXCV.” At the bottom I ſet down the 


words of Solomon : He that hath pity upon the poor, 


Endeth unto the Lord : and that which he hath given, 


will he pay him again. Prov. xix. 17. 


About Whitſuntide ſome friends came to pay 


me a viſit, and ſeeing our endeavours, were ſo 
much affected therewith, that they readily con- 


tributed ſome crowns for carrying on the work, 


And fo from time to time ſomething was Por in 
for forwarding the deſign. 

IX. After Whitſuntide, ſome of the citizens 
ſeeing that particular care was taken for teaching 
the poor children, grew deſirous to ſend their own 


children to the ſame maſter, and offered him 7 
weekly 7zwo pence each. This obliged the maſter 


to teach five hours a day, who had now weekly 
for his pains 7zvo ſhillings and ſixpence. Amongſt 


the poor ſome alms were diſtributed twice or thrice 
a week, both to render them the more willing to 


come to ſchool, and to 9 them the better in awe. 
When 


N 
. 
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When this little beginning came to be known 
abroad, ſeveral perſons ſent money to ſupport the 


undertaking, and others, parcels of linen to ſhift 
the children withal ; to prepare their minds, by 


ſuch ſeaſonable benefits, for an eafier reception of 
thoſe good directions as were to be given them. 


This was the condition wherein our charity- 


| ſchool was in the ſummer time. The number of 
the poor and citizens children that were taught, 
" Increaſed to fifty, or ſixty. In the mean time the 

bleſſing of Gop attending theſe ſmall beginnings 
was ſo plentiful, that we were able not only to 


puſh on the moſt principal deſign, but to relieve 


alſo in ſome meaſure the poor houſekeepers; there 


being never any ſettled proviſion, but as Gop 


gave it, ſo it was ſpent.— Freely we  T0dfUeGs and 

we freely gave. 
X. The ſummer, 1695, I received a letter from 
| a well-diſpoſed perſon of quality, wherein five 


hundred crowns “ were freely offered me, to be 


diſtributed amongſt the poor, according as IL 


ſhould think fit; provided that I ſhould remember 
poor ſtudents, and let them have a ſhare in it, 


Some time after the five hundred crowns were 


paid down ; and I was not a little affected with 


the providential bleſſing, attending in ſo eminent 


2 manner our endeavours; and found myſelf 


Q One det Rs ſterling, Engliſh, 
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Fo eren encouraged to ry on the denen ſo hap- 5 


Loxp now grow more conſpicuous; for as much 


as hitherto we had had but a few fingle crowns to 
be laid out on this account. Now this remark- 
able relief being delivered to me, with an order 


- that 3 in difpoſal thereof I ſhould take care of ſome 
poor ſtudents, I preſeptly got together ſuch of 
them as ſeemed to be moſt neceffirous, and heſt 


_ worthy of ſuch a charitable proviſion, and gave 


them according to che condition I found them 
+. ſeverally i in. 1 gave to ſome eight Pence, to others 
- fixteen Fence, and to ſome two ſhillings a week; ſo 


that by this means, many a ſtudent, who by reaſon 
of his poverty could not have ſubſiſted in the uni- 
verſity any longer, was freely maintained. 
The number of theſe poor ſcholars quickly 
increaſed to upwards of twenty. And this was 
the firſt occaſion that moved me to admit poor 
ſtudents to partake of the benefit of the hoſpital, 


which has been continued to this very day. For : 
at that time the ſpring of the Loxp began to 


open itſelf towards indigent ſcholars, and its ema- : 
nations have been never yet exhauſted. Praiſed 
be rhe Name of the Lok p. 
XI. This ſoon was followed by the . 
of another perſon of quality, who in the ſame 


1 ſummer ſent an hundred crowns * to be laid out 


2 TWenty pounds, Engliſh, Fu 
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tht the maintenance of our poor; ; and a well- 


Uiſpoſed friend ſent likewiſe twenty crowns to- 
wards upholding the charity-ſchool. So that 


Soßp mighrily ſupported what was begun, and 


* 


” 


his bounty ſtreamed down more and more plen- 
_ rifully, to ſhew us he was ready to do ſtill e 
things, if we could but believe. © TT 
XII. About harveſt I was to provide a room 
for the charity«ſchool: and there being no con- 
veniency in the parſonage-houſe, I tired a room 
in the next houſe. But the number of citizens 
and of poor people s children increaſed to that 
degree, that I found myſelf under a neceſſity to 
hire one room more at the beginning of the win- 
ter. And thereupon Idivided the children, and 
abi a particular maſter to inſtruct the citi- 
zens children, and another to manage the' poor 
children. Each of theſe maſters taught four hours 
a day, and had half a crown each allowed them 
weekly, befides lodging and firing. 1 
XIII. But now I ſaw how all our "ati 


even upon thoſe very children which ſeemed the 


moſt hopeful, were very much fruſtrated; becauſe 
the good impreſſions, which perhaps during 
their ſtay in the ſchool were ſtamped on their 
mind, were obliterated again whilſt they were 
abroad: and ſo the intended rectification of their 
ill habits was much obſtructed. This made me 
teſolve to ſingle out ſome children, and to venture 
2 upon 


8 
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4 & pon 1 maintenance and their education too. 
And this was the firſt occaſion that prepared my 
mind to concert meaſures for ſetting up an Hoſ- 


| pital, even before 1 OE. of any fund e to 
; | raiſe my deſign. . 1 ons 


When I came to fa this BY to RIM 


2 well-meaning friends, I preſently found one well- 
diſpoſed perſon, who freely inclined to contribute 
five, hundred crowns in order to facilitate this 
| buſineſs; ; the intereſt whe 


reof, - viz, twenty-five 


crowns, he ordered yearly to be paid about Chriſt- 
mas, which has been done duly ever fince. When 
I ſaw this blefling of Gop, I looked out for ſome 
one fatherleſs child to be trained up by this yearly 


revenue. But ſo it happened, that four fatherleſs 
and. motherleſs ſiſters were preſented to me; from 


| amongſt whom I was to chooſe. one. 


3 


I yentured, in the Name of Gop, to a them 
all four; but one of them being provided for by 


others, 1 took the remaining three, and the place 


of the fourth was preſently ſupplied by another. 


| Theſe four I put out to perſons that had a good 


ſenſe of religion, to be educated by them ; allows 


ing two ſhillings a week for each of them. 


But now that happened to me, which is uſual Z 


to W gs under ſuch circumſtances as mine were; 


I mean, if one hath but courage enough to be- 


Naw one groat upon the poor, he afterwards will 


be as willing to part with a crown. Having thus 


8 
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made a beginning, i in the Name of God, to take 


effectual care of ſome poor, without any ſettled 
proviſion, and without any regard to human ſup- 
ports, I relied entirely upon Him, and ſo did not 
ſeruple to make * addition to the number of - 
our children, 


XIV. Thus che firſt Pts; of our hoſ vital 
was laid ; not upon. any ſettled fund gathered 
in before hand for this purpoſe, neither upon any 


ſure promiſe of great perſons, as if they had en- 
gaged their word to defray. the coſts, and ſupply 
us with every thing neceſſary for carrying on this 
affair, as hath been ſince reported by ſome, and 
conjectured by others; it being entirely grounded 
upon the Providence of our great Go. And he 
| & that begins in God, will ſurely be able to finiſh.” 


XV. The next day after I had provided for 


the aforeſaid four fatherleſs children, two more 
came in; and the day after that, another; two 
days after this, one more; and a week after, ano- 


ther was taken in: and ſo about the 16th of 


November, the number amounted to nine, which 
were committed to the care of ſeyeral perſons of 


known integrity. For theſe I appointed a ſtudent 
of divinity, whoſe name was George Henry New- 


bawer, to be their overſcer or inſpector; who was 
intruſted with all things neceſſary for their main- 
tenance; an account whereof he afterwards de- 
e to me; and took care they ſhould want 
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| nothing material for a good education. | And this _ 


we had poor childreh brought together, even be- 
fore we had built or bought an houſe for them. 
XVI. Ia the mean time I found myſelf effectu- 


ally fupported By his hand who is the true Father 
of the fatherleſs, and who is able 10 do exceedi ing 
55 abundantly above all that we aft or think, and this 
even beyond the expectation and dictates of my 


own fooliſh and ſcrupulous reaſon. Fer he iti- 


_clined the heart of the ſamie perfor of quality, 
who had contributed in ready money the before. 
mentioned five hundred crowns, to make a gene- 
rous addition to it, and lay but the ſum of a thou» - 


ſand crowns* more for the ſame uſe. In the midſt 


of the winter, another perſon of eminent degree 
was moved to ſupply us with three hundred 


crowns F, to promote the education of the poor. 


Another perſon, ſent alſo a hundred crowns. - Not 

to mention other ſmall ſums which fell in at 

ſeveral times.—O that men would praiſe the Lox 

for his goodneſs, and for his e Works to 175 
children of men. 


Being thus ſupplied and ſuſtained by che merey 


| of Gop, we were not only enabled to lend an 
helping hand to many poor ſtudents ; to defray 
the charge of maintaining the orphans z to pro- 
vide them with linen and cloth, and to keep up 
our charity- ſchool in a flouriſhing ſtate ; but now 


„FT wo hundred pounds ſterling. 5 Sixty pounds. 
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a back houſe added, For as the undertaking firſt 
was begun in Faith, ſo it was now to be advanced 


in the ſame fingleneſs of mind, and entire de- 
| pendence on Gop, innen entering into diſputes, 
pro and con, with the nice ſuggeſtions of human 


reaſon; which foreſeeing a future want, is too apt 
to fly back and break even the beſt ordered and 


concerted meaſures: therefore laying aſide all 
ſuch ſuſpicious apprehenſions, we begun to lay a 
firm foundation for an Hoſpital. However, we 


took care not to miſpend ſo much as a farthing ; 
but to provide only ſuch things as were abſolutely 
neceſſary for the maintenance of the poor: 


& knowing that Faith works boldly, when ſhe i wt 


te employed about real neceffaries,” 
XVII. Now as ſoon as the back houſe was put 


in pretty good repair, and partly by mending the 
old rooms, partly by addition of ſome new ones, 


fitted up for the reception of the poor children, 


1 removed the twelve orphans (for ſo many we 
had now got together) from the perſons hitherto | 


intruſted with their care, and lodged them in this 


houſe, where the before-mentioned ſtudent, who 


was their overſeer, undertook the management 
of them, and furniſhed them with diet, cloaths, 


bedding, and other neceſlaries ; trained them up 
in cleanlineſs, provided them with good ſchooling, 


and kept them in good order and diſcipline ; and 
VT 


R FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE, 1 
15 an houſe was purchaſed, and about the ſpring alſo. 
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% THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE, 
bo, under Gop, proved a father to them. This 
was begun in the year 769%, a week before Whit | 


ſuntide. 


XVIII. Under this kind of ont the 
| children were about ſeven weeks; and the Lok 


graciouſly relieving our wants, ſo favored the de- 


fign, that by little and little, a larger project was 
ſet on foot, to bring the hoſpital to a firmer and 
more compleat ſettlement, So we got together 
not only all neceſſary utenfils and furniture, eſpe- 
cially a great many bedſteads and feather beds, 


(becauſe we thought there was ſufficient reaſon to 
tay every child by himſelf) but there was alſo a 


well and a cellar dug, and both of them were 
© finiſhed by the time of harveſt 1696. And now 
the number of our children being increaſed to 
cighteen, I found myſelf obliged to appoint a 
diſtinct perſon to look after their diet; the whole 


proving too heavy a taſk for one man. 


XIX. In the mean time, I ordered the poor . 
ſtudents to come every week, at a ſet time, to 
fetch their allowance. And a particular care was 
taken to regulate their manners and ſtudies, and 


to influence them with a regard to the honor of 


Gop in proſecuting the ſame; and ſo to ſpend 


the benefit beſtowed on them, anſwerably to the 
defign propoſed therein. However, I met with 
ſuch difficulties in bringing them to an apprehen- 
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ion thereof, that! . DR unable to pre- 
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vent their nuſpending ſome of the money, eſpe- 
cially in ſuch a company of young and extrava- 
gant perſons. This then made me reſolve, in the 
Name of God, freely to board all theſe ſtudents, 
inſtead of the ready money, hitherto diſtributed 
amongſt them, that ſo I might perfectly cure the 
aforeſaid diſorders. So I caſt myſelf upon the - 
- Providence of the Lon, hoping that his bounty, 
from time to time, would ſupply us with ſuch | 
relief as was ſufficient for them. 


This manner of proceeding taught me, 1. That 


this way of managing poor ſtudents proved more 
| beneficial for them, though it was more expenſive 
than the former. 2. How fair an opportunity 
this might be, to diſcover more and more the 


temper and diſpoſition of each of them, and ſo 


to keep under ftrifter awe the whole tenor of 


their converſation. '3. How it might prove a 
means to detect any among them who perhaps 


were not under ſuch neceſſity as they gave out: 


for theſe would now rather withdraw from ſuch 
mean proviſion, and look for more dainty fare 1 to 
gratify their ſenſuality. | 

It was the 13th of September, 1696, when: two 
ſuch tables for poor ſtudents were ſet up. For 


regulation of their manners at table, ſeveral orders 


were compiled, to prevent all ſorts of diſorders 
and indecencies. 85 
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Out of the number of theſe ſtudents the maſters - 


Voͤeͤre choſen for the charity-ſchool, and care taken 


that every thing might pe done with mutual con- 
currence. 


XX. The number of the claſſes 3 now in- 


8 creaſed, and-the tables for the ſtudents ſet a. 
one houſe would not ſerve our turn, and I was 
compelled to look out for more room, and ſo to 
hire another houſe, which was the very next to our 
hoſpital: and in this I lodged the ſteward; the 


two yards being brought into one, Sometime after 
I bought this houſe for three hundred crowns*. 

XXI. As the firſt beginning for laying a foun- 
dation of this work, was occafioned by the poor 


_ that begged at the door, ſo afterwards an eſpecial 
care was conſtantly taken, not only for this ſort of 
children, bur alſo for people broken with old age 
and poverty. And as heretofore Thurſday was 


fixed for diſtributing alms amongft them, ſo after- 


Wards Tueſday was added, wherein they are ca- 
techiſed, and when that is | ovets ay receive > the | 


1 


charity. i 
XXII. No leſs care has ER 3 for he 
better regulation of the charity-ſchool. At firſt 


it was divided into two claſſes ; one appointed for 


poor boys, and the other for poor girls: but 


When theſe came to be overſtocked, new difſtinc- 


Sixty pounds ſterling. FOR 


„ 


5 
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tions were contrived, according to the age and 
ſtaturè of the children; ſo that the whole is now 
divided into four forms, or claſſes; that is, one 
for the bigger, and one for the leſſer boys: and ſo 


likewiſe for the girls. Theſe four claſſes have 


hitherto been conſtantly maintained; each of them 
having a particular maſter aſſigned, with a room 
fit for their purpoſe, and books neceſſary. So that 


the whole crowd of beggarly children diſperſed 
all about the town, and as many as are in no con- 


dition to pay for their ſchooling, may freely enjoy 


here the benefit of being taught gratis. 
XXIII. Thoſe ſchools have been likewiſe pro- 


moted, which were ſet up at the requeſt of the 
citizens, for their children. And another was ſet 
up in the month of September, 1697, for ſuch of 


the citizens boys as were to be inſtructed in the 
fundamental points of learning. But in the year 
1699, on the 18th of May, this ſchool was united 
with that claſs of the poor children which are 


taught languages and ſciencey : whereupon they 


were divided into three claſſes in all, as well 


to keep them more eaſily in order, as to ma- 


nage them the better, according to the different 


degrees of their proficiency ; each of them be- 


ing governed by diſtin maſters, who are to 
teach them both Latin, Greek and Hebrew; 


with hiſtory, geography, geometry, muſic, and 
botany. _ 


os 7 There 
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There have in like manner been ſchool-inafters 
| appointed in other places, for ſuch children as 
were either wholly excluded the benefit of the 
public ſchools by reaſon of the remote diſtance 
of their parents, or elſe came but very ſeldom, 
and that too at unſeaſonable hours. 5 
As for the maintenance of the ſchools for citi- 
Zens children, their parents contribute ſomething | 
to ſupport them; but that not ſufficing for the 
full maintenance thercof, I have been neceſſitated 
to ſupply the reſt, out of that ſtock Divine Pro- 
vidence hitherto hath provided for the Poor and 
charity-ſchools, that ſo 1 e Proven: their 
coming to nothing. e 
XXIV. It was found 8 0 to appoint two 
maſters for the fatherleſs children; ; one for the 
boys, and one for the girls: and if any amongſt 
the boys were obſerved to be of good natural 
parts, and quick apprehenſion, ſuch were ſingled 
out from amongſt the reſt, and provided with 
Particular maſters, to inſtruct them not only in 
writing and arithmetic, but alſo in languages and 
ſciences, as was mentioned before: and this prac- 
tice has been continued to this preſent time. The 
reſt of the boys which are to be bred to handy- 
craft trades, are put into two | ranks, and Wacht 
by ſeveral maſters. 
XXV. After ſome time, hs number as well of 
the poor children, as of the ſtudents, incrcafing, 


: I and 
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and the ſmall houſe which was at firſt provided 
for them, proving now too ſtrait, I was obliged 


to think of procuring one that was bigger. But 


the ſetting up of hoſpitals being yet an uncom- 
mon thing in this country, I reſolved to make 
ſome enquiry into the nature of ſuch as had been 
erected in other parts; and becauſe the accounts 
which either in print or manuſeript came to my 


hands about this affair, did not ſatisfy me, 1 far- 


ther reſolved to ſend the aforeſaid George Henry 
Newbauer into Holland, the ſeat of good charity- 
ſchools and colleges of this nature; who there- 


upon was diſpatched hence, June the 2d, in the d 
year 1697 : and his main ſcope was to take an 
exact ſurvey of the hoſpitals there; of their ſtrue - 


ture, their orders, with the manner of carrying on 
ſuch works; and to take particular notice of all 
ſuch things as might any way be helpful to us in 
CONDE this houſe of charity. 

XVXVI. In the mean time we did not think we 
ſhould lie under any preſſing neceſſity of making 
too much haſte to effect this our deſigu, becauſe 
we had bought for a ſum of one thouſand nine 
hundred and fifty crowns“, the houle called the 
Golden Eagle, lying without the gate called Ran- 
niſh Gate, and the garden thereunto belonging: 


and this we deſigned to ſit up for the reception of 
But we quickly found that this 


all our poor. 


Four hundred and eighty-ſeven pounds. 
VVT | bouſe, 
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| houſe, being built for an inn, would not afford - 
ſuch conveniences as were e for an hoſ- 
= - 5 1 5 1 
= XXVII. Beſides 9 5 we were 8 der, 
| | | | 4 others offered to build an alehouſe directly | 
. ohphpoſite the ſaid Golden Eagle; and this tending 
3 do the no ſmall diſadvantage of the hoſpital, I | 
= pt 1 6 found myſelf under a neceſſity to purchaſe that 
ground too; promiſing withal to fill up that 
empty ſpace with ſome uſeful building. And 
further laying myſelf under other tedious and 
preſſing circumſtances, occaſioned as well by the 
| houſe I had bought, as by the ſeveral houſes al- 
ready hired for a pretty large rent, I was Excited 5 
8 5 more and more to the following attempt. 85 
XVXVIII. As the whole affair was never under- 
takin upon any ſettled proviſion, but in ſingle- : Y 
neſs of heart, and entire dependence upon Go ö; | | 
5 Almighty; ſo I had not as much now as would 
© ſuffice to erect a ſmall houſe, much leſs a large 
| and public hoſpital, Yet the Loxp, by his in- 
finite Mercy, ſupported me with ſuch a preſence 
- be of mind, (for which his Name be. praiſed) that I 
2 FD 5 8 immediately reſolved to lay the foundation of a 
C1 new building in the place that was before bought, 
1 - For this purpoſe I recalled out of Holland the 
before-mentioned Newbauer. In the year 1698, 
July the gth, the place being ſurveyed and ad- 
BE Juſted, they began to break Som: which being 
finiſhed 
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guild a few days after, on the 13th of July the 
foundation for an Hoſpital was laid, in the Name 


of Gop. The Loxp had provided fo much mo- 


ney in readineſs as enabled us to procure a good 
quantity of timber; but as for the building itſelf, 


I was now to wait upon Gop, and from week to 


week, to receive at his hand what he would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to furniſh me with for carrying 


on the ſame :—Gop knowing that 1 was not fit 


for an independent. | 
XXIX. When I firſt went about this work, my 
defign was indeed to ſet up only a timber houſe; 
and accordingly the foundation was laid ſeveral 
feet long, ſuitable to the projected building. But 
in the mean time the maſter-builder uſing ſeveral 
weighty arguments, made me change my firſt re- 
ſolution, and to declare for a building of ſtone ; 
eſpecially after he had conferred about this affair 
with divers other ſkilful and eminent men; by 
whoſe approbation I was Rull more confirmed in 


this deſign. 


Another inducement was, that having about 
Eaſter, in the ſame year, bought, for the benefit 
of the poor, a ſmall farm, with an adjacent piece 


of ground, there was in the garden thereof a 


rock, which would afford ſuch ſtones as were fit 
for raifing up a wall. This proved no ſmall ad- 
vantage for facilitating the work now reſolved on, 
eſpecially fince ſome W perſons, who 

favored 


* 
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ef. 3 the undertaking, did of their own nd: 
TO offer to cauſe. theſe ſtones to be brought to the 
5 place that was marked out for the e which 
was done accordingly. OY. 

Vet all theſe motives together had. not. pre- 
vailed with me to that degree, if the Logp had 
not (as all along, ſo now in theſe particular Cir= 
cumſtances) ſtrengthened and inclined me to ven- 

ture it upon bis aſſiſtance, and reſolutely to conclude | 
what was now to be done. . | = 

So the work was begun bene any ; ſettled. = 

proviſion, and the Loxp, from time to time, ſes I 
conded the.enterprize with ſuch a bleſſing, that 
even the builders and workmen cheerfully went 
about the buſineſs by reaſon of their pay. And 
it afforded no ſmall ſatisfaction of mind to many 
of them, that each day's work was begun with : 
5 prayer; and Saturdays, when they got oe 1 
3 wry  - _ » © weekly pay, now. and then finiſhed with good 
1 aadmonitions, prayers, and thankſgivings, for the 
i Re aſſiſtance we had that week received at the hand 
FF .: of the Lozp.—He that will obſerve theſe things, 
HR even he ſhall underſtand the gy kindneſs of the 
1 | Lokp. 
1 The building ran up amain, aud after ſuch a 
2 BY | kate, that in the year 1699, by the 1 3th of July, 

. tthat is, within the ſpace of one year, they were J 
ready to cover it with the roof; though the nature 1 
1 5 5 52 ground required a very deep » 4 
f foundation, | £ 
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foundation. Aud this Was the reaſon that about 


harveſt, 1698. the ſtructure was raiſed but a tal . 


feet above ground. 


By this forwardneſs af. our work, the Lap | 


actually confuted the incredulity of that man, 


who, when the wall was half done, moſt preſump- ; 


tuouſly burſt out into this impious expreſſion ; 
xc If his wall Fees to be finiſhed, I will hang 
« myſelf on it.“ 


About Eaſter 1700, the orphans and the ſtu- ; 


dents begun actually to dine in the hoſpital, and 
ſoon after they got lodgings in one part of the 
houſe. And at Eaſter 1501, the reſt of the houſe 


was inhabited ; which did not a little contribute 


towards accompliſhing the whole affair. 
His Electoral Highneſs, to encourage theſe en- 
deavours, was pleaſed to furniſh us with one hund- 


red thouſand bricks, and thirty thouſand tiles, 


which proved very beneficial in promoting the 
building. Which we cannot but mention with 
humble thankfulneſs towards his Electoral High- 
neſs :—but much more to the honor of God, who 
inclined his heart. e 


XXX. In the year 1698, September the 19th, 


his EleQtoral Highneſs of Brandenburgh was 
further pleaſed to provide the hoſpital with a 


charter, which afterwards, by way of confir- 


to explain in ſeveral 


xxxl. 


Be” 


3 
: 80 nt FOOTSTEPS of PROVIDENCE. 
XXXI. After the Lonp had thus provided | 
for the orphans, and given many happy demon- 
ſtrations of his fatherly Providence over them, 
he now farther inclined the heart of an eminent 
and well-diſpoſed gentleman, to employ a part of 
his eſtate in making a ſettlement for the maintenance 
of ſome poor widows, and to intruſt me with the 
management thereof. Accordingly in the year 
1698, about the ſpring, an houſe was bought in 
the ſtreet called Gomer Street, at Glaucha. In 
the ſummer it was enlarged, and made fit for the 
reception of four widows, a maid, and a chaplain ; 
into which one widow was admitted 5 
- 19th, 1698, and ſoon after three more. 
XXXII. Now in this hoſpital for poor Res.” 
four of them are maintained, who, befides the - 
provifion of their lodging, firing, and candles, 
have two ſhillings a week each, to maintain them- 
ſelves in diet; and every year a ſhift, a pair of 
ſhoes, and, within the' compaſs of two years, a 
new ſuit of cloaths; if they want it. Gop, 
20h clothes the grafs, and adorns the lily, will ns 
more clothe us, O we of little faith | ! ” 
If they are able to get any thing by their labor, 
as by ſpinning, or needle- work, they may keep it 
for their own uſe. "They ka have ao a WY near 
N houſe. — 8 N 
XXXIII. For theſe aged widows there? is not 


"WO! pointed a ö of good and pious be- 
. | 
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* haviour, to go to prayer with them twice a day, 
but alſo a maid (as was hinted before) to ſerve 
them, to buy ſuch things as are neceſſary for 


them, and to nurſe them, if they happen to fall 
ſick, The phyſician that is appointed over the 


hoſpital, . preſcribes them medicines, which are 
provided for them out of the common ſock, — 
which, bleſſed be Gop, is not ene 


— 


Ab. I. 


o the viſible and wonderful N of G 0D, 
_ attending theſe Endeavours to eftabliſh the Hoſpital | 


and Charity-Schools, te their rſt Riſe to- the 


"oO Time. 


% 


J. Ir 50 almoſt impoſtble* to > have full Linfebr 


into the means, whereby as well the charity-ſchools 


as the enſuing building were both begun and 


carried on, except there be given ſome inſtances 
of the wonderful Providence of the Lokp, where- 
by he hath remarkably ſignalized his care and 
aſſiſtance in advancing this affair. 

I will here ſet down a good number of. ſuch _ 
providential occurrences as ſeem the moſt con- 
! to me. 

II. By the foregoing narrative, any one may 
ee "THAT the defign was not firſt to provide a 

| „„ ſettled 
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ended fund, and then to go about che Wan 
but, on the contrary, that which the Logp be- 
ſtowedd on us, as the means of a preſent ſupport, 
Was readily and without delay employed, though 
it made up but a few crowns, and our care for a 
future ſupply was by faith committed to the 
Lonp. Likewiſe, that not only the chariry-ſchools 
were thus begun, but the actual entertaining and 
5 eee of the orphans, and of the poor ſtu- ; | 
dents; nay, the building of the houſe itſelf was 
in the ſame way begun, and carried on. From 

whence any underſtanding man may eafily gather, 

that the management of this bufineſs muſt have 
been now and then attended with many extra- 

ordinary circumſtances; ; it being not carried on 


| T by the uſual manner of money received and laid 


©. out. Which ſhall now be . by” 2 
n inſtances. _ 
III. Before Eaſter 1696, 1 found the providen 
for the poor very low, and fo far exhauſted, that 
I did not know where to get any thing towards 
defraying the charges of the enſuing week ; 
(which happened before I had been uſed to ſuch 
| awakening trials i) but Gop was pleaſed to relieve 
dur want in a very ſeaſonable hour, and by an 

unexpected help. He inclined the heart of a 
perſon, (who it was, where reſiding, or of what 
ſex, the Lonp knoweth) to pay down one thou- 
| fand crowns for the relief of the poor: and this 
= „„ | ſum 


a. © 


k : "© ES 
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5 
1 was delivered to me in ſuch a time, when our 
i was brought even to the lat crumb. 
The Loxp, whoſe work this was, be praiſed for 
ever, and reward this benefactor with his bleſſings 
a thouſand fold; — for ſurely the Lord beſtowowon f 
that perſon a liberal heart. 
Iv. At another time all bine was ones 
when the ſteward declared there was a neceſſity 
of buying ſome cattle to furniſh the table, and 
of providing twenty or thirty buſhels of flour, 
to be laid up; beſides other neceffaries, as wood, 
wool, Sc. if we would manage our buſineſs to 
the beſt advantage. Theſe neceffities being of- 
fered up unto Gov, as the Father of the fatherleſs, 
an opportunity was preſented to diſcover our 
| iraits to a perſon who was then with us, and who 
in all likelihood would readily have ſupplied our 
want to the utmoſt of his power. But I thought 
it more convenient to give Gop the glory, and not 
to ſtir from before his door; He himſelf being 
able to aſſiſt us in ſuch a way, as both his Provi- 
_ dence might be thereby rendered the more con- 
| ſpicuous, and his Name more cheerfully extolled, 
And another reaſon why I was ſhy of adventuring 
upon this perſon, was, becauſe the ſame had al- 
ready ſhewn ſome tokens of his charitable inclina- | 
tion towards our poor, 
In the midſt of theſe preſſing ee, „ 
found one comfort, which was a preſence of mind 


wen 
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in prayer, joined with a confident dependence 


. upon that Lox 22% heareth the young ravens when 


they cry. When prayer was over, and I was juſt 
fitting down at the table, I heard ſomebody knock 
at the door; which when I opened, there was an 
acquaintance of mine holding in his hand a letter, 


and a parcel of money wrapt up, which he pre- 


ſented to me. I found therein fifty crowns, being 
ſent a great way : and this gift was ſoon followed 


by twenty crowns more. This proved a ſeaſon- 


able relief, and ſuitable ſupply. to our then low 
condition; and a proof that the Loxp had heard 
even before we cried unto Ams whereby his Name 
was not a little magnified. „„ 
V. In the year 1698, in the A 610 Ober, 
1 ſent a ducat ® to a very poor woman, Aging: out 
of this town, who, through many trials and af- 
flictions, had obtained an entrance into a real ſenſe 


of religion, This woman writ me word, © that 


« the ducat I ſent her came juſt at the time when 
« ſhe extremely wanted ſuch an help; and that 


e ſhe had thereupon immediately prayed Gop 


« to reward our poor with a great many more 
6% ducats. Soon after this, a well-meaning per- 
ſon offered me one fingle ducat and twelve double 


ducats : and on the fame day, a friend alſo out 


of Sweedland ſent two ducats; which ſoon were 
followed by twenty-five others, ſent by the poſt 
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in a letter, from an unknown hand; the perſon 
ſending them not thinking fit to expreſs his [or 
| her] name; and by twenty more, which were pre- 
ſented to our poor by an eminent patron. 

About the ſame time Prince Lewis of Wurtem- 
burg died at Eiſenach, and I received an inti- 
mation that he had bequeathed a ſum of money 
to the Hoſpital. It happened to be five hundred 
ducats * in gold, put up in a little bag, with this 
direction, . For the Hoſpital at Hall.” Theſe 
five hundred ducats were afterwards delivered to 
me, according to the defign of the teſtator, and 
truly at ſuch a time when there was great occaſion 
for them to carry on the building. Now when I 
ſaw this heap of ducats, I remembered the prayer 
of that pious woman who © intreated the Loxp 

* to reward our poor again with many ducats.” 

 — Thus the believing poor can help with their 

prayers, if they cannot with their caſh. 

VI. In the year 1699, about February, I found 
myſelf under great ſtraits; and indeed it was an 
hour of probation. All our proviſion being ſpent, 
and the daily neceſſity of the poor calling for 
large ſupplies, I cloſely adhered in my mind to 
this ſaying, Seek firſt the kingdom of Gop, and bis 
_ righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto 
004 avoiding temporal cares, and turning the 

whole bent of my ſoul upon a cloſe union with 


a OS aan and 88 pounds fifteen ſhillings. 
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Gov: in bar I was now STR laſt of 7 
the money, I faid in my ae 10 Lonp, lool 
4 upon my neceſſity.“ Thi i | 
chamber in order to repair to the college, where 
I was to attend my public lecture, I unexpectedly 
Found a ſtudent in my houſe; that waited for my 
coming out, and preſented me the ſum of ſeventy 
.__ .erowns, that was ſent by ſome friends, to ſupport 
the neceſſity of the hoſpital, from a place above 
370 hundred Engliſh miles diftant, 
Now this, though it-would hardly hold «+ out 
half a week, by reaſon of the great expences TI 
was then obliged to defray, yet the Loxp ſoon 
after ſent us in a freſh ſupply, and within the 
pace of a few weeks, carried me ſo through theſe 
trials, that neither the frame of my mind was diſ- 
compoſed within, nor our want diſcovered by any : 
token without; —which was a great bleſſing; as 
the leaſt ſhew of diſtruſt of Gop, caſts a reflection 
on his honor, and ſtumbles the weak in faith. 
VII. Soon after this, there was want again in 
every corner. The ſteward brought his book, 
and deſired me to defray the weekly charges. 
My recourſe was to Gop, through faith. The 
.expences were neceflary, and I ſaw not the leaſt 
proviſion, nor any way to procure it. This 
made me reſolve to retire into my cloſet, and 
to beg the Lonp's affiſtance in ſo preffing a 
Os but I deſigned firſt to finiſh the taſk 1 
- then 
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then was t, being. xplogol. in Aging 
Kat mg 5 
Having dons 1 EY this, ang preparing. now far 
. I received a letter from a merchant, inti- 
mating that he was ordered to pay a thouſand 
.. crowns to me for the relief of the hoſpital. This 
put me in mind of that ſaying of the prophet, 
It Hall come to paſs, that before they call, I will 
anſwer, and whiles they are yet ſpeaking, I will hear. 
Tfaiah Ixv. 24. Nevertheleſs I entered into my 
cloſet, but inſtead of begging and pray ing, as 1 
had deſigned, I praiſed and extolled the Name of 
the Lox; and hope that others, who perhaps 
may come to read this, will do the like with me. 
And thus the Providence of Gop would actually 
teach me, not to put too great a confidence Ag 
viſible ſtock, or preſent ſupport of men. 
VIIL In the year 1699, March the 21ſt, I re- 
5 ceived a letter by the poſt, wherein were incloſed 
four ducats“, with this inſcription: : 


"80 This to the poor is freely ſnt, 
cc "For health, which Gop to me has lent.” 


"Tec came to my hands in a time of lat, od when 

I was in great want of money. 
IX. About Michaelmas 1699, I was in great 
Want again, In a very fair and pleaſant day 1 


* Two pounds three ſhillings, | 
1 'G took 
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took a walk, and viewing the moſt glorious nd | 


magnificent fabrick of the heavens , I found my- 


ſelf remarkably firengthened in faith; which in- 


deed I do not aſcribe to any diſpoſition of my 
own, but entirely attribute it to the gracious ope- 
rations of the Sy1rIT of Gop on my ſoul. Here- 
upon were ſuggeſted to my mind theſe, ar 


like thoughts: How excellent a thing it is for 
. *& any one, being deprived of all outward helps, 


< and having nothing to depend on, but having 


ee the knowledge of the living God, the Creator 


we of heaven and earth, and putting his truſt in 


« Him, to reſt W in 1 e po- 


e verty! * 
Now though I well W that the very ſame 


day I wanted money, yet I found myſelf not caſt 


down ; and juſt as I came home, the ſteward came 


for money to pay the workmen (it being Saturday) | 
employed in the building of the hoſpital : and 


accordingly addreffing - himſelf to me, he ſaid, 
« Is there any money brought in?“ To which I 


anſwered, © No; but 1 believe in Gop.” Scarce 
was the word out of my mouth, when I was told 


a ſtudent defired to ſpeak with me, who then 
brought thirty crowns from a perſon whoſe name 
he would not diſcover. | So I went back into the 


room, and aſked the other, how much he wanted 

at preſent? He faid, © Thirty crowns.” I re- 
ors «© Here 5 are; but do you want any 
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cc more? 4e No,” ſays he. This confirmed us 


both in our reliance upon the Lorp, becauſe we 
plainly diſcerned the wonderful hand of Gop, 
who in that very moment that we were in ne- 


_ ceſlity, did ſupply us, and even with the very ſum 


we then wanted. The exact ſum, ſhewed the 
narrow inſpection of Gop; and none e being ſent 
over, left room for Faith to work. | 
X. Not long after, we were likewiſe _—_ 
to great traits ; when it happened, that four 


hundred crowns were ſent me by the poſt, accom- 


panied with a letter from a well-meaning ſtudent, 


intimating that this ſum had been delivered to 


him, to relieve our hoſpital. I cannot expreſs 


how effectual this was to renew my dependence 
upon the Loxp; and how viſibly it convinced me, 

that the hour of trial is only appointed by the 
Lonp for the ſtrengthening of our Faith. The 


Lord graciouſly remember this benefactor! 

XI. Another time all our proviſion was ſpent. 
Then it fell out, that in addrefling myſelf to the 
Loxp, I found myſelf deeply affected with the 


fourth petition of the Lord's Prayer; Give us 
this day our daily bread: and my thoughts were 
fixed in a more eſpecial manner upon the words 
this day, becauſe on the very ſame day we. had 


great occaſion for it. While I was yet praying, 

a friend of mine came before my door in a coach, 

and ane the ſum of four hundred crowns. 
"0h = ar 


. 
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Then I perceived the reaſon why I more emi- 
nently had found ſuch a ſweet favor in that ex- 
pPreſſion, this day, and praxſed the Logo, 1 in whoſe 
diſpoſal are all things. Thus the mor ro takes 
ET for the things of mſelfe. ge” 
XII. In the year 1700, I was fick about ſeven | 
or eight weeks before Eaſter. On Eaſter Tueſday, 
which was the firſt time I went abroad, having 
beſought the Lonp that he would be pleaſed to 
blefs my my going out, and coming in, it happened, that 
as I was going out, a conſolatory letter was deli- 
vered to me; and when I came home, another, 1 in 
which was incloſed a bill of one hundred crowns 


for the relief of the hoſpital; together with an 


| admonition, encouraging me, in a particular man- 
ner, cheerfully to go on in the work ſo happily 
begun. This letter came from a proteſtant mer- 


chant, living i in a place about five hundred miles 


diſtant from hence, TRE LORD: ne, gs 
benefator ! 
XIII. Another time, a well- Aiſpoled perfor of 
quality, of the female ſex, was preſent, and ſaw 
to how great want we were juſt then reduced. 
This ſtruck the deeper into her mind, becauſe he 
had been wont to affiſt our poor, as far as ſhe 
could; but was not able, neither then, nor at any 
other time, to relieve our want with any confider- 
able gift. On the ſame day this perſon happened 
to diſcourſe WES another lady, who was but juſt 
5 5 e come 


3 3 
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come to town; and this latter mentioning that ſhe 


had brought along with her a little mite for the 


hoſpital, viz. fifty crowns, the firſt could not for- 
bear weeping, her joy was ſo great; as knowing, 
on one hand, the utmoſt ſtraits we were then in, 
and ſeeing, on the other, the preſent and viſible 
ſupply, coming to our relief on the very ſame 


„ 1 
XIV. At another time, when all was ſpent, and 
I knew not whence to fetch any thing, it ſo fell 


out, that a proteſtant merchanr, almoſt ſeven 


hundred and fifty Engliſh miles off, ſent the ſum 


of twenty-five crowns, and deſired me not to take 


it ill, if he put me to the trouble of F ne it 
1 the poor. 
In the ſame manner a certain counteſs hath 


ſupplied me twice with twenty-five crowns, when 
our proviſion was reduced to the loweſt degree. 


Jam ſure it has often happened that we have 


been relieved, when our proviſion has been juſt 
ſpent; though no mortal acquainted our bene- 
factors with the neceſſity under which we labored, 
nor how ſeaſonable it was for chem to relieve us 


at that inſtant ! 


XV. Another time we were brought into a very 
low condition, when the Lorp ſtirred up the 
heart of a farmer to give me as much as he could 


hold in his hand, being AHOUE RE crowns, in 
mall coin. 


. 


XVI. 


e 


ANG pal ALES; 
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xv1, It oft ten has happened, that, when rangers | 
5 Bo. have been with me, and I have given them ſome 
q 3 gaccount of the wonderful Providence of God ; 
for the confirmation of their faith, even in their 
1 very preſence ſomething or another has been ſent 
for the poor: an example or two > whereof I ntl 
here ſubjoin. _ | 
' Whilſt a certain well-diſpoſed perſon, who — 5 
155 ſiowed twenty crowns upon the poor, was yet tal „ 
ing with me, a lad came in, who brought twenty 
223 ' , crowns in ready money, with a letter, promifing 
the yearly continuance thereof, if the Loxp would 
be pleaſed to preſerve life and health. The lad 
would not tell the name of the perſon that ſent 
him, being ſtrictly charged to the contrary, and 
deſired only a receipt. The perſon whom I at 
firſt mentioned, being undoubtedly moved by fo 
_ Viſible a proof of Gop's Providence, ſent imme- 
| diately fifty crowns more. The promiſe given in 
5 1 writing by the other perſon, hath nchen faith- 
fully been performed. 
XVII. Another perſon being in my company, 
and to whom I was declaring ſome remarkable 
[ Eh paſſages of Gop's Providence; whilſt we were 
5 yet talking together, there were brought in three 
; © ſacks filled with linen, leather for breeches, and 
| 8 bother ſtuff of that nature, to clothe the children "= 
3 + being ſent by a gentlewoman. The faid perſon 
—- wo was then with me, was not alittle ſtrength 
. | 0 
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ned in the faith by ſo remarkable an inflance.— 


Bleſſed be Gov that there 1s here and _ A 
Dorcas left in the world. | 


XVIII. In the fame manner I fake 8 


another well-meaning friend, recounting to him 


ſome evident demonſtrations of the admirable 


Providence of the Lox v; upon which he could 
not forbear weeping: and whilſt we were diſ- 


courſing together, I received a letter, with a bill 


of five hundred crowns ; being then juſt reduced 


to ſuch circumſtances, that, humanly ſpeaking, I 


ſaw not the leaſt ſupport, nor any way to obtain 


A ſupply. 
XIX. Another time 1 fell into che despet po- 
verty, and, what was more, I was urged by the 


importunity of moſt that were about me, calling 
for a ſupply to their preſſing neceſſity. But hav- 
ing caſt my eye upon the Loxp, I anſwered them 
plainly thus: Now ye come all to ſeek money 
<< of me; but 1 know of another Bene factor to 
40 go to;” meaning the Loxp. The word was 


ſcarce out of my mouth, when a friend of mine, 


who was then juſt come off a journey, put pri- 


vately fourteen ducats * into my hand; which 

proved a freſh inſtance of the endearing Provi- 
- dence of the LoRD.— This is enough to put Infi- 
delity out of countenance, and make her n 


to ſhew her head. 


* Seven pounds ten Gilling and 93 | 
XX. 
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8 XX. $0 it has often happened, that der. 
ſions having only heard or read ſome account, 


either of the good deſign of the undertaking, or 


of the wonderful ways by which the Lonp ſup- 


ported us, have preſently found themſelves in- 
elined to caſt ſomething into our treaſury, to 


facilitate the affair. For inſtance; a certain noble- 
man hearing ſome paſſages of Gop's Providence 


over this work, freely offered to pay down yearly 


the ſum of twenty crowns; and he has been as 
good as his word. A certain merchant alſo being 
once deſired to exchange ſome ducats preſented 


to the poor, and being acquainted withal that 
they did belong to the poor orphans, he not only 


exchanged them, but made an e a of twenty | 


crowns. more of his own. _ 
XXI. Likewiſe it fell out another time chard 


5 Hood in need of a great ſum of money, inſomuch 
that an hundred crowns would not have ſerved my 
turn; and yet I ſaw not the leaſt appearance how 


I might be ſupplied with an hundred groats. The 


Reward came in, and ſet forth the want we were 


in. I bid him to come again after dinner; and I 
. reſolved to put up my prayers to the Logd for 
his aſſiſtance. When he came again after dinner, 

I was till in the ſame want, and fo appointed. him 
again to come in the evening. In the mean time 
a ſincere friend of mine came to ſee me, and with 
him I joined in prayers, and found myſelf much 


moved 


ores: to praiſe and magnify the Loxp for all 
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his admirable dealings towards mankind, even 
from the beginning of the world; and the moſt. 
remarkable inſtances came readily to my remem- 

brance whilſt I was praying. I was ſo elevated in 
praiſing and magnifying:Gop, that I inſiſted only 
on that exerciſe of my preſent devotion, and found 
no inclination to put up many anxious petitions: 
to be delivered out of the preſent neceſſity. At 
length my friend taking his leave, I accompanied 
him to the door, where 7. found the ſteward wait- 
ing on one ſide for the money he wanted, and on 
the other fide another perſon, who brought an 
hundred and fifty crowns, ſealed up in a bag, for 
the ſupport of the hoſpital.— Thus Providence 


kept pace with neceſſity. 


« What more illuſtrious proof could 1 expect of 
SGov's holy and wonderful Providence! who gras 
cCiouſly accepteth the prayer of the poor, and 
comforteth thoſe that are caſt down, when they 

put their truſt in Him; and who is ſtill the ſame 
gracious Loxp as in the times of old, when he 


rendered himſelf glorious by his dealings with the 

fathers; the fignal examples of whoſe faith are 

recommended to our imitation. | 
XXII. At another time thirty crowns were re- 


quired to pay off the workmen; at which time : 


ſome friends of mine were with me, one of whom 
had promiſed ten crowns, and another four, for 
%% | the 
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od . of the poor; but neither of them had 
actually paid them in, which otherwiſe might 


have been very helpful for the defraying ſome 


” charges: ſol was obliged for the preſent to diſmiſs | 
the overſeer of the building, who came to fetch 
the money, with this comfort; The Lots, who 


« is faithful, will take care for us.” Away he 


7 went, and found the workmen before the hoſpital, | 
waiting for their pay; but by the way he unex- 5 
pectedly met with one of his acquaintance, to 
whom he unboſomed himſelf, and diſcovered the 
preſſing circumſtances he was then in; who there- 
upon readily lent him fourteen crowns ; and ſo he 
went to pay at leaſt ſome part of the money due 
to the workmen : but before he had done, I re- 


ceived above thirty crowns from another place; 


whereupon I immediately ſent away the aforeſaid 
thirty crowns for the workmen, and the reſt was 


ſpent in providing neceſſaries for the poor. And 
this proved a freſh' viſible eg of Divine 


Providence. | 
XXIII. At the end of the following 8 we 
were reduced to like ftraits, and I was called upon 
for money to recruit our proviſion, according to 
cuſtom, on Friday, and to'pay the workmen on- 
Saturday; but there was not a farthing for either 
of theſe uſes. So I ſaid, © It is now time again 
* to rejoice; for the Lonp will undoubtedly. 
4 give v us another inſtance of his Providence.” I 


diſpatched 
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diſpatched the ſteward with that ſaying of Samuel, 


nan W Hitherto hath the Lox helped us. 1 Sam, 
vii. 12. For this expreſſion is as it were turned 


into a moſt comfortable proverb amongſt us, and 


experience hath been the moſt uſeful comment 
upon it, Betimes next morning fifty crowns were 


ſent in; by means whereof the Lox n graciouſly 


carried us through the difficulties of that week. - 
XXIV. Another time, being reduced to the 
loweſt ebb, and the burden of unavoidable ex- 


pences lying upon the ſteward, he found himſelf 


oppreſſed with care and concern how to extricate 
himſelf. Whereupon he got together as niuch as 


he could to diſcharge the debts, and, amongſt 


the reſt, he ſold a filver ſpoon that had been pre - 


ſented to the hoſpital. But all this would not 
ſerve his turn, In this extremity, an hundred 


crowns were delivered to me for the poor; and 


being thus provided, I ſent preſently ſixty of them 


to the ſteward, and the remainder was laid out for 


other purpoſes. A few hours after I had received 


the above-mentioned ſum, there came a letter of 
advice, importing that thirteen tuns and an half of 


Herrings were in the way towards us, which ſome 
charitable friends had purchaſed for the relief of 
our poor; as the year before we had three tuns 


beſtowed on us. How effectual this was to raiſe 


he languiſhing faith of the ſteward, and to refreſh 


his mini after ſo many toils and cares, may, I 
TT e = think, 
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think, be eafily conjectured. He ſaid indeed 5 
e Now I will rejoice even in time of want, in 
hopes of ſeeing ſome diſcovery of the admi- 
5 rable Providence of God!” which had been 
added likewiſe, that no oppreſſing care had ever 
\ fince ſeized upon his mind in the midſt of want 
and diſtreſs, but had rather rejoiced and kept up 
his ſpirit, whilſt he reaſoned thus with himſelf : 
«© Now will I patiently wait for the winterfol 
& help of the Logp, and ſee by what way or 
„ means he will be W to relieve our ne- 
ceſſities“ 
XXV. A little while after we 2 another hour 
of Probation ; but the Loxp was pleaſed to ſup- 
ply us then likewiſe with fifty crowns, which was 
an help not in the leaſt foreſeen ; and at the ſame 
time I was acquainted that twenty-eight Cumin 


cheeſes were forthwith to be ſent roms 988 * 


Holland. 


XXVI. Now and then it 8 that rate 
| ſtrangers coming in to ſee the hoſpital, have put 
half a crown, or one or more ducats, in the box 
for the poor, juſt when we were under great diffi- 
culties; they themſelves not 8 what a ſea- 
ſonable relief it was to us. "= 
XXVII. Another time I was called: upon, Mw 
In the morning, for ſome money to defray the 
| charges of that ye” I had then but fix crowns 


Jett, 
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left, which I readily delivered. The ſteward tak- 


ing it into his hand, told it, and ſaid, © If it was 
««. multiplied by fix, which would make up the 


© ſum of fix and thirty, it would bur ferve my 
„ turn.“ I comforted him with our manifold ex- 


perience of the Divine benediction we hitherto 
had enjoyed; and it happened that the ſame Gop 
multiplied it on that very day juſt to the ſum of 
thirty-ſix crowns, which was wanting: and this 


proved no ſmall encouragement to our depend- | 


ence upon Gop. Soon after it was followed by 


twenty-five ducats “ more, to bear the charges of 


the next day,——Here Faith preſcribed to Gop, 
and he ſubmitted to it, with an addition. 


XXVIII. Another time, being taken up with 


ſome other affairs, I quite forgot the want we did 
then lie under. Having thus compoſed my mind 
to a quiet frame, that I might the better diſpatch 
my buſineſs, I received a letter, with a piece of 
gold, of eighteen crowns value; whereby both 
our want was relieved, and I myſelf kept free 
from any diſturbance in my other affairs. I re- 
membered then the ſaying of the Lonp; All — 
things ſhall be added unto you, 


XXIX. Upon another time, when all W 


was ſpent, one of my fellow- laborers in the even- 


ing conference mentioned the preſent want, which 
proved a matter of comfort, and preſented to us 


© Thirteen | pounds eight ſhillings and nine pence. 
5 | an 
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an occaſion to ſtrengthen our faith, by means of 
a grateful remembrance of all the benefits we had 
before received at the hand of Gop,' and to re- 
Joice in that particular privilege which he hath. 
left upon ſacred record, viz. that we need not to 
| be careful for any thing, or diſturb ourſelves with 


perplexing thoughts, but commit all things to 
the gracious conduct of Divine Providence. The 


reſult of this conſideration, was an hearty ſenſe of 


the eminent advantage enjoyed by them that truſt 


in Gop, whoſe rejoicing in the midſt of poverty, | 


is much more defireable, than' the tormenting 
thoughtfulneſs of thoſe, whoſe heart is continu- 
ally oppreſſed with the uneaſy cares of this world, 


attended with fearful doubts, and wavering hopes. 


Hereupon we put up our petitions, unanimouſly 
extolling the Name of the Logp for his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy, and reſigned our preſent 


ſtate to his fatherly protection. That very hour 


the Loxp was pleaſed to incline the heart of a 
great man, who hitherto had favored our endea- 


vors, to relieve our want the next morning; giv- | 
ing a particular charge to ſome of his attendants 


to remember him of it. Accordingly the next 
day he ſent three hundred crowns. Upon which 
occaſion I think fit to take notice, that a particular 
junEure of circumſtances, working both from 
within and withour, was obſervable in this affair, 


e, rendered the Providence of Gop more con- 
| - ſſpicuous 


* 
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ſpicuous at this time. M ho ever truſted in Gor, 
and was coafounded = © CC; 
XXX. Once I remember, when all was ſpent, it 
happened, that a piece of gold, worth ten ducats, 
was delivered to me, for a certain godly miniſter, 
then reduced to the utmoſt want and poverty; 
and being abſent, I was to ſend it to him. This 
made a joyful diverfion to my mind, and made 


me forget the want we were then in at home. 


But ſoon after the Loxp remembered alſo our 


poor; for a gold chain, weighing about four ounces 


and an half, was ſent from abroad, and proved an 
unexpected help in our preſent want. 

XXXI. I muſt needs here mention, that the 
Providence of Gop, in the whole undertaking, 
hath been the more illuſtriouſly viſible, in regard 
of a train of many particular circumſtances, and 
eſpecially his inclining all manner of people to a 
hearty concurrence in ſupporting the work, after 
it was once begun ; nay, even thoſe from whom, 
being themſelves under ſtrait circumſtances, no 
ſuch thing was expected. To ſuch charitable per- 
ſons we may apply St. Paul's expreſſion, 2 Cor. 


viii. 2, 3. wherein he commendeth the charitable _ 


inclinations of the Macedonians ; that in a great 
trial of affliftion, the abundance of their joy, and their 
deep poverty, abounded unto the riches of their libe- 
rality. For to their power, yea, and beyoud their 
power, they were willing of themſelves. 


Some 
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Some ER were not able to contribute towards 
our ſupport with ready money, endeavored to 
ſupply that defect by other acts of charity. Country 
people have cauſed pewter cups to be made at 
their own charge, and conveyed to us for the uſe 
of the hoſpital: and ſeveral pewterers have done 
the like. Others have bought pewter diſhes, and 

plates; others, veſſels of copper, for the ſame 
end. Several country women have readily be- | 
ſtowed ſome flax, and thread; others have willingly 
made it into linen; and others .employed them- 
ſelves to make ſhirts of it, for the uſe of the poor. 
Others have bought hats for the boys, and ſent 
Kins to make them breeches. Others have ſent 
caps for the girls, and other things of that nature, 


do clothe them withal. Thus Gop, who. clothed 


ur firſt parents, doth not forget their children. 
Now and then it has fallen out, that well-wiſhers 


to the hoſpital have drefſed ſome children from 


head to foot. About Chriſtmas and new- year's 
tide, and eſpecially at the time of public exami- 


nation, ſome have made proviſion for entertaining 5 


the children with a better dinner than ordinary. 
Thus Gop gave them a little banqueting. 

The ſame thing has happened in reſpect of diet. 
For ſome well-diſpoſed perſons, after reaping, 
would ſend in ſome of their corn, peaſe, and the 
like, for the poor. Others would ſend meat, fiſh, 
_ and other ſupplics, 
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A, others who had by legacy got a parcel 


of books, inſtead of ſelling the ſame, have made 
them over to the hoſpital, which proved the 


foundation of erecting a library for the uſe of our 
poor ſtudents employed in the hoſpital. —Faith 


will not only bring cloaks to clothe the poor, but 
likewiſe the books and the parchments. 


Others have beſtowed part of the money which 
was left them by their deceaſed friends. A well- 
meaning friend has beſtowed part of a ſilver mine 
upon us, near Kehrbach, called the New Bleffing 


5 of Gop, and regiſtered it for the Hoſpital at 
SGlaucha without Hall; and he himſelf has under. - 
taken the management of it, till it may advance 


ſome profit to the poor. Others have ſent ſome 


of their beer when they have brewed, or ſome 


money, if they had good ſuccels therein. Others 


have provided ſome ſalt for the hoſpital ; others 


have preſented it with feather beds; others, with 
ſheets, table cloth, &c.—This ſhews that not only 
the corn and wine, but a the wool and the fax: 


are the LoRp's. 


Several merchants have ſent whole pieces, or 
fome remnants of cloth, and of ſtuff, as a help 


towards covering the bodies of the poor. Many 


have thought their rich dreſs and apparel, which 
ſerved them heretofore to make a figure in the 
world, better beſtowed, when laid out to clothe 


the poor. Some would turn whole ſuits of finery 


E into 
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into money, ſell their filver and gold laces, and 
clothe the poor therewith, Some have ſent hi- 
ther, and others have ſold, ſilver ſpoons, ſilver 


buttons, filver cups, gold rings ſet with tones, 


golden bracelets, and necklaces'of gold, to ſup- 

port the poor withal. And ſuch things have com- 
monly fallen out, when great want and neceſſity 
have excited us to pray for relief. —Surely this 


muſt be very offenſive to the god of this world. 


XXXII. What has been ſaid hitherto, may give 


to the reader a pretty good apprehenſion under 

what circumſtances both the education of the 
poor, and the erecting of the th has been 
- begun and carried on. 


In the month of 8 1698, bis Electoral 7 


. of Brandenburgh was graciouſly pleaſed 


to confer. upon the hoſpital ſeveral privileges; 3 


which made ſome people think, that the whole 
concern has been ever ſince endowed with a fixed 
maintenance, and that the undertakers, after ſo 
many boiſterous _EHATIONS, a are happily 8 to 
ſhore, 


But to lay opt the matter as it is, Imuſt needs 


5 Gas that the Hand of Go, i in obtaining theſe 
privileges, was ſo fully diſcovered to me, that 
many preſumptuous cenſures that have been paſſed 

upon me, have not in the leaſt diſturbed me. I 


am ſenſible of the benefits that have been derived : 
from thence to the poor, and ſhall ever keep a 
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chankful remembrance thereof both towards Gop 
and towards men. 
But to rectify the judgnienty of fuck 28 abode 
0 been miſtaken in this affair, they ought to be ac- 
|  - Aauainted, that the aforeſaid privileges never had 
| ſuch an extenſive influence upon the work, as to ſet 
it altogether upon another footing ; nor have they 
been immediately. rendered effectual. For ſome 
of them have not been as yet practicable; and 
others have required greater expences, as the 
ſetting up of the apothecaries and bookſellers 
ſhops. ——O the diligence of the devil, and iy. 
family, to rob God of his honor! 
The chief branch of theſe privileges, ſcemed 
to be the collection, which his Electoral Highneſs 
allowed throughout the whole extent of his do- 
minions and provinces. Now though I do not 
undervalue ſuch a benefit, (it being of that na- 
ture, that not the leaſt conſtraint is uſed upon any 
body, but every one is at liberty to give what he 
pleaſeth towards the relief of the poor) yet I could 
not light preſently on ſuch perſons as were quali- 
DE fied for gathering in this collection; and though 
-  atlaſt I pitched on ſome who ſeemed to be fit for 
this buſineſs, yet it has hitherto met with ſuch 
; obſtructions, that beſides in Berlin, it has been 
9 yet begun but in three provinces. From whence 
J an impartial judge may eafily infer, that ſuch a 
| collection yy give ſome eaſe to the undertaking, 
I's | but 
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but can never prove a ſufficient ſtock for the main- 
tenance of about two ls e who : are to 
be provided for. 1985 


In the mean time, there has Pas ent more 


within half a year, than the whole collection 
amounted to; and to do right to the matter, what 
has been raiſed this way, only proved ſorne help 


for defraying part of the charges of maintaining, 


cloathing, and teaching the poor. —Faith's under- 


takings go on beſt upon the Lonp's wheels. 
In ſhort, for as much as no ſmall time will be 
required before, on one fide, the unjuſt odium 


the undertaking upon this account is charged 
with, is awarded; and on the other, the imparted 
privileges come to be put in practice, as they are 

like to prove more beneficial to the enſuing age, 
than I find them at preſent: and this, I muſt 


confeſs, was the main ſcope I had in view, when 


I petitioned his Electoral Highneſs for the grant 


of them, Not to mention now, that ſince the 


time theſe privileges have been granted, the whole 


affair has been not a little enlarged; by which 
means it has become more chargeable, All which 


ſhews the miſtake of thoſe, who, by groundleſs 
reports, have been inclined to believe, that faith 
and dependence upon the Lok D was not any 

longer exerciſed in this buſineſs, as it was at firſt, 


but that the ſecular power, with a fixed allowance 


of proviſions, did now bear the Taye ©: This miſ- 
taken 


* 
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taken report has miſled many into ſlanders al 


uncharitable cenſures ; and others have attempted 
to force into the hoſpital all manner of poor peo- 
ple, upon the falſe ſuppoſal of rich endowments, 

without having. made the leaſt enquiry, 


whether 
the hoſpital was in a condition to relieve them 
or no,—So anxious is fleſh and blood to exalt 17. 
ſelf at the expence of Gop's honor. 


Others have put ſo large a conſtruction upon 
the privileges, that by their report, people in 
very diſtant places have been prevailed with to 


believe that twelve thouſand crowns were allowed 
per annum for the maintenance of the hoſpital. 
And this has farther inclined many needy perſons 


- to come a great way off, ſuppoſing to find here x 
preſent relief both as for food and raiment, an 4 
to wonder, when the event did not anſwer b 


miſtaken expectation. 
And this I hope may ſaſſiciently WP Fg any 


: impartial reader, that as the work hath been be- 
gun in faith and reliance upon Gop, and not in 


any truſt upon a ſet ſtock of proviſions ; ſo it is 
ſtill carried on in the ſame way, and under the 
like difficulties; notwithſtanding the ſmall ſup- 
plies coming in now and then; having as yet no 
other foundition HR it has ſtood upon ever from 
the beginning, Loo | 

XXXIII. Another branch of ſignal Providence 
over us, hath been manifeſted in ſuch as fell ſick. 


„ - THE" Foors! PS OF PROVIDENCE. 
In the very beginning of our endeavors, the Lb 
inclined the heart of one of the chief apothecaries 
and chymiſts at Leipſick, to diſpoſe gratis of ſo 
much phyſic as there was neceffary for our dif. 
eaſed; and this he freely continued, till his Elec- 
. toral Highneſs of Brandenburgh was graciouſly 
- pleaſed to permit the keeping an apothecary's ſhop 
for the hoſpital; whereby we have been enabled 
to make a ſhift, without being any further charge- | 
able to that worthy benefactor, who, out of his 
great charity, bore no ſmall part of the burden, 
Which uſually een, to an re of 5 055 
nature. - 
XXXIV. Aer Beben which the, Lonp 
mailed for us, was, that he ifelined an eminent 
phyfſcian, of this miverſſty, to take upon him 
_ the prineipal care of ſuch as fell fick in the hoſ- 
pital, and to lend an helping hand to the phy. 
fician who was particularly appointed to manage 
that affair. And rhis he readily underwent, with- 
out the leaſt requital ; fo that we are not able to 
make a ſufficient return n of thanks By ſo ignal an 
act of charity. | 
XXXV. In the year 409 when a alia 
fever was raging in theſe parts, it carried off a 
great many people; and the hoſpital loſt, on one 
hand, ſuch men as made it their buſineſs to pro- 
mote its intereſt; and on the other, ſuch children 
as proved the moſt hopeful of the whole number, 
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It carried off, likewiſe, ſeveral of the ſchool- 


ab. 


maſters that were beſt qualified for managing the 


youth; and it grew to that violence, that there 


was almoſt a general complaint that the uſuat 


methods of. phyſie became of no DIES: in 1 ſor- 


rowful juncture of time. 
Now theſe deplorable accidents cauſed both 


 forrow and compaſſion on our ſide. Sorrow, becauſe - 


frequent changes in ſuch colleges: are attended 
with many unavoidable diforders. Compaſſion, be- 
cauſe men were cut off in the very flower of their 
age, who, by reaſon of their excellent endow- 
ments, ſeemed very fit to ſerve the public. 
XXXVI. The beſt remedies being thus baffled 
by the furious inſults of this diftemper, there was 
now no other way left to bear off theſe ſenſible 


trials, but to make an humble application to Him 


who hitherto had given us ſo many proofs of the 


light of his countenance, and of his fatherly care 


over us. So we united in prayers, and committed 
to his gracious Providence our fick, who now 
ſeemed to be expoſed, without any ſhelter, to the 
_ mercileſs ſtrokes of Death; being mindful, that 
when the Loxp ſmites a land with a plague, he 
likewiſe, out of a tender compaſſion, commandeth 


his bleſſings to go forth, and to ſupport his crea- 


tures under their burden. This then made us 
hope the Log D would make us partakers of his 


bleſſing, both that the work once begun, might 
| | go 
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30 on, and not ſo many youth be ſwept away in 
the prime of their blooming years, and 3 
they had employed in this Wee that talent hore ; 
with he had intruſted- them, . 
XXXVII. Within a 1 FS Gon was.” 
9 to ſtir up the heart of an eminent patron, 
who knew nothing of that diſtreſs we here labored 
under, to communicate to us a ſpeeiſic medicine 
againſt the ſaid fever, preſenting a receipt of the 
compoſition thereof to the hoſpital; and this he 
ſent very ſeaſonably, juſt when ſeveral perſons . 
concerned i in the management. of the hoſpital, lay 
dieeſperately ill, who, within a few days, were hap- 
pily reſtored- by the uſe of that medicine.—If a 
| fig be laid on the boil by the command of 88 
| it is ſuſficient. „„ a pat, + | 

Since that time, thinks 3 to Goo, Bot one 
foul has been carried off by this violent fever, if | 
the patient was but in a condition to take this 
medicine. This bleſſing, which the Lok p thus 
beſtowed upon us, has been enjoyed by many 
others out of the hoſpital, both in this town, and 
in other places; and to make this benefit the more 
general, a paper has been printed on purpoſe, 
with an account of the ſeveral effects of the ſaid 
medicine, and directions how to uſe it. 
It was ſoon obſerved, that many ſerupled t. to 
take this kind of phyſic, moved by a certain 
maxim of the Phyfieians diſoouraging the uſe 

| thereof. 
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5 thereof, Whereupon Providence ſo ordered it, 
dat Dr. Hoffnian, an eminent profeſſor of phy ſic 
in this univerſity, in a diſputation; intitled; De 


Diarrhea in Febribus malignis aliiſy morbis acutis 


ſalutari, has not only made an exact inquiry into 
the ſentiments of phyſieians in this affair, but alſo 
inforced the contrary, by many weighty argu- 
ments, drawn both from the writings of the moſt 
approved praCtitioners, and from modern expe- 
rience ; and, & 15, he mentions at large the afore- 
ſaid medicine, and the uſe thereof. SE 
And thus the Lonp hath alſo made good in 


this point, what the apoſtle hath left upon reeord : 


Hf is able to do exceeding abundantly above all we | 


afk or think. He hath not only put an end to the 
difficulties which particularly attended the afore- 


ſaid diſeaſe, but hath furniſhed us alſo with ſeveral 
- other good medicines in very deſperate caſes. 


XXXVIII. It was, and is like {till to prove, a 
great advantage to us; that the Lox p, by a moſt 


remarkable Providerice, excited certain perſons 
here and there, to ſuch a tender and charitable . 


diſpoſition towards the poor, that they made it as 


it were their own bufineſs to ſupport it, by the 


moſt endearing marks of their concurrence. And 
theſe I may deſervedly 5 the fathers and mo- 
thers of our poor. 


I do here not only mean thoſe ſubſtantial per- 


| Tons, who generouſly laid out part of their wealth 


* 
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to relieve the poor, whereof the foregoing account 3 
has informed the reader; but alſo even ſuch as, 


by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of their eſtate, were 
unable to give any thing conſiderable themſelves, 
yet have left viſible tokens of a moſt tender af- 
fection towards the poor, which they did either 
by the means of good adyice, or hearty inter- 
deſſion with others; nay, by their own unwearied 
diligence, and more Ne by their fervent 5 
Prayers to . 

I muſt needs confels,. de I Ag ſometimes 
greatly admired the earneſt care, with which the 
Loxp hath inclined ſome to take a particular ſur- 
vey. of the need of the poor, and to ſupport them 
| accordingly. So that I often have remembered 

i St. Paul's ſaying in ſuch circumſtances: But thanks 
e to Gon, which Hut the ſame earneſt. care: into the 
heart of Titus for you. 1 Cor. viii. 16. Truly this 
afforded us no als occaſion to praiſe the Name 5 
. 

1 know there is no 3 of making partieular ä 
mention of ſuch perſons as the Loxp has been 
_ pleaſed to inſpire with ſo tender a ſenſe towards 
our poor. True charity keepeth always within 
the bounds of humility, and doth not in the leaſt 
affect any applauſe of men. This then reſtraineth 
me from inſerting here ſuch inſtances, eſpecially 
ſince I know how apt the world is to.paſs the worſt 
| gonſtruction Adden ſuch actions. But notwithſtand- 
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ing this” 1 Cannot forbear to take notice in tkis 


place, of one particular inſtance the Lonp hath 
beſtowed upon us; and this not out of flattery, 


or other finiſter end, but out of an hearty thank- 

fulneſs towards a perſon, who did not receive the 
leaſt requital, deſdes our = fene as long a as the 
lived. | 


This was the Lady Maria Sophia (rute 


: Marſhall, whom Gov, about the latter end of the 
| paſt year, and in the fifty-ſeventh year of her age, 
| hath called to himſelf.” As ſoon as the firſt ſtep 


was made towards the erecting of an hoſpital, her 
heart was poſſeſſed with ſuch a tender ſenſe of 


love and kindneſs, that ' ſhe looked upon this 


affair as a buſineſs of her own, particularly com- 


mited to her truſt, and accordingly ſhe took a 
motherly care for carrying on the ſane. 


To give you a ſhort view of her excellent cha- 
rity, I muſt acquaint you, that it was her cuſtom 
exactly to inform herſelf what was moſt wanting 
in the hoſpital, and then ſhe conſidered whether 


the could procure us any help ; which ſhe did by 


advertifing of others, either by letter, or in con- 


ference, or by ſome means or other. 


All what ſhe got together, by the bleſſing of 


Gov, for the benefit of the hoſpital, ſhe would 


fet down in writing. If the got any money, ſhe 
would buy ſuch things which were moſt wanting, 


anc as to be had in the place where 
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that nature; likewiſe with houſhold ſtuff of 
ter, copper, Sc. 
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ſhe lived. One time ſhe ſent in two hundred ſhirts 
for poor children, and part of the ligen was woven 


and whitened at her own charge. And this being 


done, the would prevail with others to make = 


up, out of the ſame principle of charity. The 
like the did with hats, caps, and other things of : 


* 
* * 
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The pain, and 3 the e in o perſon Z 
is hardly to be paralleled, She was not in the 


leaſt detered fram frying the poor by the un- 


Charitable cenſures of the world, and ſhe had not 


. the leaſt proſpect of getting any outward ad - 


vantage by1 it. She was always full of praiſes and 
thankſgivings for the bleſſing the Loxp beſtowed 


upon our ern binge and | her letters were, induced 
in the ſame ſtyle. _ 22 


Her greateſt trauble Was, es ſhe ou " n ; 


more for the benefit of the poor; and her greateſt 
| wh When the heard of a new bleſſing attending 


In the midſt of her charitable efforts, the 
was careful not to ſend top many poor of her own. 


recommendation, knowing that we already had 
dur complement ; ; and when now and then a poor 


erphan-came in her V. which ſhe took for a 
proper object of her c comp anon, before ſhe ſent 


te ſame t us, the 5 make a very modeſ 


inquiry whether it might be received; as if ſhe 


| bed Neper beſtowed * leaſt tangle. upon us; 


neither 
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. peither did ſhe expreſs the leaſt diſpleaſure, nor 
Was her zeal for the hoſpital at all abated, when 
me was told, that at preſent it was impoſſible for 
us to accompliſh her defire ; the being otherwiſe 
fully conyinged of our readineſs to comply with 
her defire in any thing that lay in our power, 
And even in the midft of her bodily weakneſſes, 
(hich increaſed the wonder) almoſt continually 
oppreſſing her, and growing more upon her in the 
latter part of her life, ſhe- would not lay aſide her 
nſual concern for the hoſpital, Nay, all her 
prayers, and very dying ſpeeches, would ſavor of 
that tender ſenſe ſhe had for our poor, till ſhe 
paſſed out of this into another life. 
Na the Lorp is not unrighteous, that he 
ſhould forget the works and labor of her love? 
which ſhe undertook for his Name's fake; not 
diſdaining to ferye Caxler in his poor members. 
He had here filled her heart with moſt ardent 
flames of love, and now, ſhe having kept her hope 
to the end, we believe ſhe died in the b and 
5 her works followed her. 
XXXIX. It proved another Tg furtherance | 
to my deſign, that the Loxp, from the very be- 
ginning of the undertaking, had always ſupported 
me with the concurrence of ſuch fellow-laborers 
as ſincerely loved Gop and their neighbor. This, 
happily prevented all manner of worldly bye-ends, 
| felating to ſecular ang and ſelf-intereſt, 
which | 
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Py are more agrecable to the character of an 
hireling, than of a faithful laborer in CRRIST's 


_ Vineyard, They have, on the contrary, looked 
upon this undertaking as a work of Gop, and . 
accordingly have thought their fervice Should be 


directed to the attainment, not of human applauſe, 


but of divine acceptance, in what they underwent 


for the good of their fellow creatures, even in the 
' midft of many hardſhips and trials, to which, un · 


OY 


Ader a generous . Prey # themſelves haye f 


| been expoſed. 5 


To the fame merey of G6 over us, I lnfirely 
aſcribe, that all manner of debates, ſtrife, envy, 
and other ſiniſter practices of that nature, ſo hap- 


pily have been prevented amongſt them. They 
have rather borne one another's burden; and not 


only taken what care they could of the things and 

perſons which have been committed to iy. parti- 
cular charge of each of them, but have mutually 
encouraged one another, when they obſerved that 


their fellow-laborer could carry on the affair in 


which he was engaged to a greater perfection. 5 
When I myſelf have been now and then put upon 
any thing of hardſhip, they not only heartily joined 
with me in prayer, bur did whateyer they could 
to eaſe the burden I was under, one way or other. 
In this condition of affairs, they had many op- 
Þ portunities for the exerciſe of their faith and 


* and as, on the one hand, they gained 


much ö 


9 
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_ experience, 9 on the other, they have 
been ſupported by many marks of Gop's loving 
Kindneſs attending their endeavors. Theſe many 
ſpiritual advantages made them not regard the 
plauſible ſuggeſtions of certain petſons, who under 
many ſpecious pretences, both by letters and by 
diſcourſe, endeavored to divert them from the 
Undertaking 1 in which they were engaged. | 

All the ſupplies Providence hath ſo wonders 
fully beſtowed upon us, would hardly have an- 
ſwered expectation, if, through the gracious Pro- 
vidence of Gop, I had not procured. ſincere and 
faithful men for the management thereof. And 
I muſt confeſs, I more admire this branch of 
Gop's Providence, than the richeſt mines of ſilver 
and gold: and juſtly enumerate it amongſt the 
means, whereby the whole undertaking has been 

begun, and thus far carried on. And I do not 
doubt in the leaſt of Gop's bleſſing, and good 
ſucceſs, ſo long as he ſhall vouchſafe us ſuch la- 
borers as impartially conſult their conſeiences, and 
ſtand free of that curſed ſin of covetouſneſs. 
While, on the other hand, vain and covetous 


hirelings would bring nothing but a curſe 27 | 
the work. 
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formation, have conceived wrong notions of the 
whole affair, and ſo miſſed of the truth; and others, 


. The reader will find that the devif is turned 
 mentator.. No ſooner does Gop diſplay, or make known his 
promiſed goodneſs, but the devil puts his infefnal conſtruction 
upon it, in order to damp the zeal of the inftrument that Gow 
makes uſe of, and to cut off every fupply tha * 5 
and further the cauſe of G. 

The malice of hs Whit; the Bender ofthe works, and 
ds ende aſperſions of ſecret enemies, that this bleſſed ſervant 
of Gon met with, was eneugh, one would have thought, to 
have abated his zeal, -and put his faith out of countenance. 
But he ſtill went on in the Lox 's work, relying on the Lond's 
power, and depending on the Lox »'s promiſe, until he com- 
pleated it, to the honor of Gov, the comfort of his own ſou, 
and to the confuſion of his enemies. 

This note is infrted, that the reader may nor be dit 
couraged, if he be engaged in che Lyz v's work; becauſe 
thoſe who meet with the approbation of the devil, and the ap- 
plauſe of the world, have no reward of our FAT HER who is 
in heaven: while, on the other hand, they that expect their 


| 2 reward to be great in heaven, muſt alſo expect nothing but 


reproach from the world, for their labors in the Lon p. 

'Be it ſo; it only ſerves to embitter this world the more ; and 

that, in the end, will make heaven the ſweeter. 
| 2 | | | | out 
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out of what hath been ſaid concerning the mani- 
fold admirable proofs of Gop's Providence, might 
perhaps find themſelves prompted to think, that 
for as much as we have obtained every thing we 
wanted, after an hearty application to the Lorp, 
the enterprize has been carried on without any 
trials and difficulties; I think it neceſſary to ſet 
the buſineſs in its full light, and to ſubjoin here a 
ſhort account of ſeveral hard, and, to fleſh and blood, 
almoſt inſupportable circumſtances, under which the 
work has lain ever ſince its firſt beginning. 


Some have been very liberal of their reflections, 


ſaying, © That at firſt this was a work of faith 
% indeed, but now it hath loſt that character, 
« there being a ſufficient ſtock provided to carry 
« it on,” Others, © That it was no great buſineſs 
tc for any one to ſet up an hoſpital, that had 
c wherewithal to do it.” Bur ſuch men have 


been abſolute ſtrangers both to the frame of my 


mind, and the circumſtances attending the affair, 
elſe I am ſure they would far otherwiſe have con- 
ceived of this matter, 

Though the being furniſhed with a fund ſuf- 
ficient for the poor, might place a man above the 


reach of many ſuch trials, yet it would require 
ſtill a conſtant care and application to manage it 


well and faithfully, But what difficulties he is 
to wade through, that has not the Teaſt ſettled 
Proviſion, and yet a great many * about 
L 


= him 
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him who expect to be fed and cloathed, and fur- 


niſhed with other neceſſaries, nobody is able to 

judge, but he that has made the experiment; 
of which thoſe parents who are obliged to pro- 
vide but for one poor family, are the moſt com- 
petent judges. He whoſe cellar and kitchen are 


ſtored with all manner of plenty, is quite a ſtrapger 


to theſe trials ; and human reaſon doth not ſee be- 


vond the ſphere of things preſent ; whenever theſe | 


fail, it is ready to give all over for loſt, —Faith - 
works beſt when reaſon 1s out of the buſineſs. | 

II. Now ſuch hours of probation, wherein I was 
reduced to the utmoſt poverty, have not once, but 


very often come upon me; in which not only 1 


had nothing, but could not ſo much as eſpy any 


means by which we might be ſupplied. 


When I firſt ſer myſelf about this buſineſs, 1 


thought that the Loxp, in the firſt onſet of po- 


verty, would preſently relieve the neceſſity. But 


I did not then know the meaning of that expreſſion, 
Mie hour is not yet come : and that Providence now. 


and then traccth ſuch untrodden paths, that human 


reaſon is not able to follow. And this proveth a 


comment upon David 8 laying; But thou, O e 
how long & | 

It has often ha ppened that I had not one cording 
left, though the next day the ſteward was to go to 
market to buy prov ifion for about three hundred 


>.» 
* 


Now 
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Now and then I was obliged to pick together 


ſuch pence and farthings as were laid aſide for the 


benefit of thoſe 28 people that beg from door 
to door. 


Such things as were not abſolutely neceſſary, 


have been turned into money to buy bread. 


We happened once to be in the utmoſt want, 


when the ſteward finding me void of all relief, 


went back with an heavy heart, to ſee whether he 
could ſerape together two groats, to buy ſome 
candles, that the children might not be forced to 


ſit in the dark; and he Found nothing till night 


came on. 
And ſo it has often fallen out, that the md 
having given me notice of the preſent want, has 
been obliged to go empty away; and I muſt con- 
feſs that the frame of my mind was not then per- 


| plexed at the want we were in, though by taking 


ſhare of the burden that the other lay under, I 
was not a little affected with the croſſneſs of his 
circumſtances, And ſuch preſſing neceſſities have 
often affiifted us, till all hope of help and relief was 
expired, and human reaſon did not ſee any manner of 
Probability of being delivered from our flraits, 

III. In the extremity of ſuch want and poverty, 


it has ſundry times fallen out, that many of the 


begging poor, not only in our own neighbourhood, , 


but alſo from remote places, have very importu- . 


nately preſſed us to make proviſion for them, as 
L 2 F 
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if there had been a great fund of money in my 
houſe ready to be diſtributed. And if I was not 
able to ſupply their neceſſities with a preſent 
relief, I needed not think it ſtrange that foul 
e and unkind cenſures were uttered againſt 
me. — This is no wonder, for Iſrael was ready to 

hank Moſes for bread, when he Was In as 90 c 
_ want as they. 210 0 

Nay, i in che midſt of ſuch trials of want and 
poverty, there have been perſons who attempted 
at the ſame time to get from me ten, twenty, an 
hundred, ſeveral hundreds, yea, a thouſand, and 
ſome thouſands of crowns ; and when I told them 
that all this was beyond my ability, I being my- 
ſelf in great ſtraits, they would exclaim againſt 
me as void of charity and com paſſion towards men, 
> oa truſt in Gap. | 
Others have forced the poor upon me, without 
making the leaſt enquiry whether there was any 
proviſion 1 in ſtore for their relief, Some of theſe, 
whenever it was paſlible, have been taken in; and 
ſome have been ſent back, though with great 
reluctance; unavoidable neceſſity obliging me to 
ugh a procedure. | 

After we were fully ſtocked with poor, and 
mods unable to receive any more, there were 


__ nevertheleſs ſome, who by their earneſt ſolicita- 
tions to get into the houſe, wearied me, and put 


me to a great deal of ſorrow and compaſſion, 
| . : 
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Nay, I feruple not to ſay, that the care for thoſe 
who actually were received into the hoſpital, was 


not ſo heavy upon me, as the preſſing importunities 
of thoſe who were not received, and whoſe re. 


queſts I was not able to fulfil, 


Iv. Theſe difficulties were commonly accom- 


panied with great unthankfulneſs from many peo» 
ple, which alone had been ſufficient to wear out 
the moſt reſolute patience; eſpecially in one that 
would make it his buſineſs rather to pleaſe men, 
than promote the honor of Gop, and the welfare 
of mankind. This has been clearly viſible in the 
conduct of ſome, who not only have been moſt 
backward in lending an helping hand towards 
carrying on ſo difficult an enterprize, though tend- 


ing to the common benefit of the town and coun- 
try; but have alſo paſſed the moſt raſh cenſures 


upon fo uſeful an undertaking, entertaining many 
odd ſuſpicions againſt it, and believing all man- 
ner of groundleſs reports and calumnies thrown 
upon it; and by ſuch uncharitable proceedings 
have put me to many difficulties: nay, if J endea- 
vored by lawful ways to procure ſome help for 
the hoſpital, they have bent the whole force of 
their wit againſt it. 


V. But ſtill greater has been the igen of 
ſome, whoſe children, or thoſe of their relations, 


have been taken into the hoſpital out of mere 
| compaſſion, being reduced to beggarly want and 


poverty; 
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| poverty, and maintained at leaſt in ſchooling, if 
not alſo in cloaths, diet, and other neceſſaries. 


Theſe now being excited. partly by their own | 
malice, partly. by the ſpiteful contrivance 'and 
falſe ſuggeſtions of other people, have ſpread 
about the country the moſt abominable reports 
and imputations, inſtead of a thankful acknow- 
ledgment. One time they would give out, that 
the children were uſed more inhumanly in their 
diet than the very dogs : another time, that they 


were expoſed to the intolerable hardſhip of in- 


ceſſant labor; whilſt ſuch as even pretended to 
vindicate the management of our affairs, though 
they would excule me, did yet lay the blame 
upon them that were intruſted with the imme- 
diate ordering of the children, _ | 

By theſe and the like groundleſs imputations, 


the firſt contrivers whereof have been much coun- 


tenanced by others of the ſame diſpoſition, many 

well-meaning perſons have now and then had 
occaſion to enquire into the true ſtate of the affair, 
and ſo to put me to the trouble of making many 
apologies. Not to mention here at large, how 
often I have been obliged to call to an account 


thoſe that had any ſhare in the management of 
the hoſpital, to know the certainty of the matters 


called in queſtion ; whereby at that time the 
buſineſs itſelf they were intruſted with was ob- 
Kructed, and they themſelves ſometimes dejected, 
; ES ſeeing 
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ſeeing how little thanks they had for their 
fidelity. 8 

If at any time a ſmall overſight has happened, 
or a falſe ſtep was made, (which now and then 
will fall out in the management of a family of a 
far leſs compaſs) it was aggravated to the moſt 
heinous degree, and ſet forth as moſt inexcuſable 
and criminal. 

VI. But I muſt not forbear to mention ſuch as 
having themſelves enjoyed the benefit of the hoſ- 


pital, have left the moſt viſible marks of their 
ingratitude. Children of a profligate life have, 


by reaſon of moſt inveterate ill habits, ſhaken off 
all manner of rule and good diſcipline, and at 
laſt run away; and having thus made their eſcape, 


have ſpread abroad a world of lyes, and ſlan- 


derous reports, to caſt the better gloſs on their 
own extravagant and unaccountable proceedings : 
or if they ſtaid, they have however ſpun out of 
their own brains abundance of lyes and calumnies, 
and communicated them to their mothers, or ſome 
other relations; who believing them, without any 


farther enquiry, have thought it their duty to 


commiſerate their hard uſage, and to take them 


away, and ſo have ſpread abroad farther and far- 


ther the ſlanders maliciouſly contrived by their 
own children. 


From ſome ſtudents alſo we have received a 
like. treatment. Some being reduced to great 
want 
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want both of maintenance and education, have 
been taken into the hoſpital : but itreligion and 
prophaneneſs having got ſo deep footing in ſome _ 
of them, that they baffled all attempts tending to 
the reformation of their manners, we thought it 
_ at laſt our duty to clear the hoſpital from the dan- 
gerous contagion of ſo diffuſive an evil. As ſoon 
as they were removed, they made it their buſineſs 
do caſt abundance of aſperſions upon it up and 
5 down in the country, and ſo have miſled many 
=} people into raſh and bitter cenſures, thinking 
they had reaſon enough to believe theſe that had 
been admitted. into the hoſpital, and were eye- 
- witneſſes of many FO chat had been done 
there. 

VII. But I forbear to ſet down any more of 
fad uncharitable cenſures, as have been paſſed 
on this charitable undertaking. "Thoſe who pre- 
tended to be moſt modeſt in cenſuring, and to 

| keep within bounds, would not ſcruple to accuſe 
us of a bold preſumption in this affair: and to 
make good what they alledged, would quote our 
Saviour's words : Which of you intending to build 
a tower, fitteth not down firſt and counteth the coft, 
roher her he have ſis ufficient to finiſh it? Perhaps, be- 
cauſe they themſelves were never accuſtomed to 
extend their truſt in Gop beyond their purſe, or 
the ready proviſion laid up in their vaults or ſtore- 
houſes, they think it ſtrange and unreaſonable that 
| others 
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others ſhould make greater advances, and arrive 
at à pitch of confidence in Gop, to which they 
are altogether ſtrangers. Or becauſe they never 
were uſed to commit themſelves intirely to Gop's 
Providence, and to depend upon his aſſiſtance, 
they account it a ſoleciſm in conduct to rely 
rather on the living Gor, than on the uncertain 
mammon of unrighteouſneſs, whether of them- 
ſelves or others. As if it was not a much ſafer 
way to reckon upon the powerful and infallible 
aſſiſtance of the great Maker of heaven and earth, 
than to truſt to the unſtable promiſes of the wealthy, 

or have confidence in one's own poſſeſſions. 
Beſides rhis, they have not well conſidered what 
a vaſt difference there is betwixt a building con- 
trived for the gratifying our own eaſe and luxury, 
or expreſſing our grandeur, as Babylon was by 
the builders thereof, and one erected merely for 
the uſe and ſervice of the poor and diſtreſſed 
people, without any ſelfiſh regard to our own eaſe 
or ſatisfaction; the main ſcope whereof is the 
glory of Gop. He that engageth in the former, 
has reaſon enough to conſult his purſe ; but who- 
ever engages in the latter, may reaſonably look 
for a better and higher Support, even no leſs than 
the Loxp himſelf, who muſt ſtrengthen his faith, 
and carry him through the powers of darkneſs, 
and the oppoſitions which Satan is apt to raiſe 
againſt it—as well as his children. | : 
5 5 "i | VIII. 
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VIII. But neither has the building itſelf leaped 
the froward cenſures of ill- meaning people; it 
being ſometimes cenſured on account of its bigneſs, 
and ſometimes on account of its aguiſiceice. Unto 
ſuch I have anſwered in ſhort, © I muſt needs know 
« of what bigneſs and value the houſe ought to 
„ be, which is neceflary to compleat my deſign, 
% But in the mean time I aſſure you, that when 
“the Lon p hath finiſhed this houſe, He will be - 
4 as able and rich to provide for the poor that 

« are to lodge therein, as he was before.” And 
common reaſon: certainly ſhews us, that an houſe 
which ſome hundreds of people are to dwell in, 
muſt needs be made af a barten compaſe hep A 
private A 3 | 
IX. Others have 8 ieee more 
than they needed, in exprefling their apprehen- 
ſions, leſt my relations, after my death, might 
attempt to appropriate to themſelves ſuch goods 
as have been bought up for the poor. Whereas 
they might have more rationally concluded, that 
1 ſhould not fail to preſerve theſe, by the means 
of a plain teſtament, from that terrible curſe 
which they would thence draw on themſelves by 
ſo heinous an act of facrilege ; and thereby to 
guard them ſo, as they may not fall under the 
leaſt cenſure of unjuſtly impropriativg the goods 
of others. And though at the preſent, with ap- 
1 88 of the nen, I "Ivy now. and then 
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ſeveral neceſſaries under my name, which never- | 1 
theleſs do truly belong to the poor, and which 1 
ſuppoſe may have occaſioned the aforeſaid af. = 
perſion; yet there is no want either of public or V 
private records, of ſuch goods as belong to the „ 
poor. And now, after all, I take the freedom to, - 1 
obſerve, that ſuch perſons as have themſelves be- 
ſtowed none of their treaſure towards the advance- 
ment of this hoſpital, may and ought to leave theſe 
concerns to the promoters thereof, who, I ſuppoſe; 
will not be wanting to take care to ſee their cha- 
rity employed as it ought to be, "ns recording to 
their intention, 
X. Others again, bg the undertaking car- 
ried on to a pretty good degree, would endeavor 
to perſuade themſelves and others, that I was now 
wearied of it, and wiſhed it had even never been Eh 
attempted : whereas I do not remember that ever 
ſuch a thought came into my mind ; but on the 
contrary, meeting therein with ſo many fignal 4 
proofs of Gop's Providence, I have found my- = 
ſelf, more and more, fill encouraged to go on, | * 
with my fellow-labarers, in the work ſo happily 2, 'Y 
begun. 4 
XI. Others have judged, and that perhaps 
without any ill deſign, that the management of 
ſo many ſchools and foundations, made for the 
poor, and the many cares and diſtractions derived 
from thence upon me, would hinder my progrefo 
; Mi in 
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in den But as to this, I can verily aſſure thera, 
without (injuring the truth at all, that as, on the 
one hand, I never in all my farmer life obtained 
ſuch inſight into the ways of Gap, as I have done 


by the help of theſe manifold trials through which 


his Providence hath carried me; fa, an the ather, 
I never met with better and more frequent op- 

portunities and incitements to the habitual exerciſe _ 
of faith, charity, and patience, wherein, beyond | 


controverſy, true and apoſtolical religion doth 


_ conſiſt, than in the circumſtances bas 45817 
been on this occaſion. 


For my part, I thought it och beter to tend 
an helping hand to my fellow creatures, in imita- 


tion of the tender-hearted Samaritan, than to paſs 


by ſatisfied with an empty ſpeculation, like the 
prieſt and the Levite ; and I thank Go that I 


have learnt how the poor generally ſtand el, . 


to which I was a ſtranger befare. | 
XII. Others have thought the Wa af 
ſo many ſthools would prove an hinderance to 
the paſtoral care I was engaged in; whereas they 
ſhould rather have concluded, that fo vaſt a num- 
ber of fellow-laborers, amounting to half an 
hundred, and more, joining their endeavors in the 


work of reformation, muſt needs carry it higher, 


than if I ſhould preach myſelf to death, being 
left alone to manage ſo important a charge. * Be- 
ſides which I have a curate, who. ſuſtains no ſmall 
| | part 
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Part of the paſtoral. care, and has hitherto-anſwered 
- the character of a faithful, induſtrious and watch- 


ful miniſter. _ 

5 XIII. Beſides this, 1 3 obſcryed has many 
eh influenced to ſuch a degree by the 
father of lyes, as even to forge many malicious 


inventions on purpoſe to hinder our ſucceſs, Some- 

times they would make people believe that whole 
tuns and waggon loads, or, at leaſt, ſacks full of 
money, were beſtowed upon the hoſpital. At 


other times, on the contrary, they would ſay, that 
| all was ſpent, (which often has been true enough:) 
adding of their own, that now nothing more came 
in, and our debts were ſo mightily.increaſed, that 
we were. not able to diſcharge them, which in a 
little time muſt needs prove the final overthrow 
of the whole affair, 


Both theſe fictions have proved no 1 injurious | 


8 malicious, reſtraining many well-diſpoſed 
perſons from contributing any farther aid to the 
hoſpital, becauſe they either ſuppoſed that by 
reaſon of ſo large a proviſion as was talked of, 
there was no want of any ſupply: or elſe that it 
. would be abſolutely in vain to beſtow any bene- 


faction upon a work which was ready every hour 
= to come to nothing, 
XIV. Nay, the father of lyes han WD ſo im- 


pudent in his inſtruments, as to give out, that 
many thouſand crowns were alienated and per- 
verted 
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dl to my e e That the pope 


aimſelf, papiſts, and all manner of ſectaries, ſent 
us money. Such and the like ſtories have now - 


and then beeg heard to drop even from the 
mouths of theſe of whom one would think they 
ſhould have had more underſtanding than to be- 


Heve ſuch ridiculous tales themſelves, In fine, 


{ muſt ſay, that bath 7 and well-diſpoſed perſons 
have been too raſh in paſſing their cenſures upon 


the work; the former from their own malicious 
contriyance; the latter for want of ſufficient cir- 


cumſpection, giving too much credit to ground - 
jeſs reports ; by which, though they have not 


been able to obſtruct my proceeding in the work, 


yet they have indeed created ſome ſorrow in me, 
and that more upon account of he latter than! 48 


the former. 


XV. But ſuch and 15 like- contri ranged; PR 
ſpiteful ſoever, are not to be paralleled with thoſe 
that aſſault us nearer home, and which not only 
have fallen upon me, but likewiſe (as was hinted 
before) upon thoſe which joined their hearts and 
hands with me in this affair. Theſe have been 
moſt maliciouſſy charged, that they did feat 
their own neſts with the alms beſtawed on the 


hoſpital. Whereas I muſt needs ſay to the con- 


trary, that they have learned to make ſhift with 
a very little; for being all day long employed in 
the buſineſs of the hoſpital, es _— no time 

8 lelt 
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| left to get their living any other way: and ſome- 
times when in their want they have been relieved 
by other charitable perſons, they have willingly 


_ parted with it, to thoſe who were in greater ftraits 


than themſelves. Nay, ſome of them have ſold 
their books and cloaths, in caſe of extreme "0 
to make proviſion for the poor. 


XVI. How often God has ſupported them in 


the midſt of ſuch trials as generally attend ſuch 
_ an. undertaking, and raiſed their ſinking ſpirits 
above the reach of the outward difficulties they 
were to paſs through, might be made plain by 
many inſtances; but, to be ſhort, [ ſhall produce 
but one. 


When the building of the hoſpital was but juſt 


begun, and the workmen employed to carry off 


the rubbiſh, the ſteward, or he who was intruſted 
with the chief management 'of the undertaking, 
met with abundance of difficulties. The laborers 
one time wanting ſtones, another time ſand or 


lime, tired him very much with their importunate 


demands; he not being in a condition then to 
afford a preſent ſupply, becauſe there were neither 


horſes of our own, nor the leaſt appearance of 


getting any hired for that uſe, it OY port! in the 
height of harveſt. 


This now very much diſcouraged him, and caſt 


him into forrow and perplexity; when finding his 
thoughts overcaſt with deep care and concern, he 


got 


4 
— was} 4 a 
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got. away inte his cloſet, to be for a while FR 5 
himſelf, and in ſome meaſure to recollect the 
ſcattered powers of his mind. He was but juſt 
retired, and venting himſelf to Gos: in fighs and 
groanings, when the maſter brieklayer followed 
him at his heels, and called him back out of his 


(2 : privacy, telling him withal, that ſtones and othet 
335 neceſſaries were immediately to be provided, 
= \ ___  etherwife the workmen would ceaſe from their 
VNN work, and yet demand their full pay. This caſt 
BY bim down yet lower; however, away he went with 
itte bricklayer, though he did not know how to 
WA. - break through theſe difficulties that furrounded 
—_ > him. 
9 4 el ; „ When he came to the place Lache e the men 
1 F 25 5 N | were at work, one of the laborers happened to 
1 | | find a piece of coin in the rubbiſh that was dug 
v. This he offered to the ſteward, who took it, 
| 2 V2 = and looking upon it, he found the followi ng 
yy. Oo words POORER thereon t | 5 | 
2 19 | e Jendvan 
1 15 „„ Radnor -: - the Builder 
LA )) ien 
55 bronide Building with a 


Coronet happy concluſion. 


The reading of this inſcription raiſed his fink- 
ing faith to that degree, that with great preſence 
| 2 | and 
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and readineſs of mind he went to work again, 
| hoping now that he ſhould live to fee the build- 
ing brought to perfection, though at preſents 
while they were but breaking up the foundation, 
we had to encounter with many difficulties. In 
the mean time he contrived a way to get together 
ſuch neceſſaries as the bricklayer had minded him 
of; and within a few days it happened that two 
horſes were made over to us, and ſome time after, 


two more, and at laſt anether, to help forward 
the building. : 


The medal was an - old piece of coin of the 


Prince of Weimar, upon which afriend has made 
the following Epigram. 


o 


 Panperibus ſacras 'emeret cum Franbius Edler, 
Miranda occultis æra reperta locis. 

Arcanum cœli prodit res illa favorein, 

Et ſperare pios optima quægue jubet. 

Ipſe ſuis augur ſpondet bona nummis egenis, 
V Deus optato ſine coronet opus. 

Huc affer dum tempus erit, Fulvi æris aceruts : 
Quas dederis, folas ſemper habebis apes. 


When Franck a ſeat would purchaſe for the poor, 
A wondrous coin was found t' augment his ſtore ; 
In whoſe inſcription Heav'n's high favors read, 

Bid with large hopes the pious rear their head, 
God's penny to his poor is pledge of ſtores, 

And of Gop's hand to crown the work aſſures. 
Then bring your timely offerings in full meaſure: 
99 85 gives to Gop > can only keep his treaſure. 
XVII. 
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XVII. Perſons of a worldly mind, being 
| nagen to ſuch circumſtances as theſe under 
Which the affair was carried on, both by me and 
my fellow-laborers, have now and then ſued for 
ſome preferment in the hoſpital: but when they 
came to be informed of the narrowneſs of our 
circumſtances, and that our buſineſs was managed 
without any regard to private intereſt ; nay, that 
even thoſe who were engaged in it, muſt learn to 
ſuffer poverty with the poor; they Toon have let 
fall their deſign. 
In ſhort, moſt people avs eine Ude | woo | 
earthly thoughts of the buſineſs, and have been 
too apt to believe it was ſettled on ſuch a foun- 
dation as tended to the PI of ſecular in- 
tereſl, * | 
But ſuch and the like * as are Wai Og 
under the Myſtery of the Croſs, are better known 
by experience than by diſcourſe. If any one en- 
deavors, in earneſt, to ſupport his poor fellow 
ereatures lying by the way ſide, in a forlorn con- 
dition both of ſoul and body, and out of ſincere 
compaſſion ſhall help to bear their burden, how 
ſodn will he perceive himſelf to lay under a bur- 
den heavy enough! ! 


1 


CHAP 1 
& the Taſpefion and Direftion of the whole * : 


mm. it is to be obſerved, | 
I. That it is grounded upon a daily. conference, 
which. I hold with thoſe to whom ſeveral offices 
about the hoſpital are affigned, viz. the ſteward, 
the inſpector of the ſchools, the phyſician, the 
bookſeller and apothecary, with the inſpector of 


the ſtudents in the hoſpital. This conference is 


held in the eyening, from eight till nine of the 
clock: though as the buſineſs in hand may re- 
quire, this is occaſionally protracted. The reaſon 


of pitching on this hour is, that we might not be 


interrupted in the day time, in diſcharging our 
ſeveral truſts, and my in particular, in the 
Paſtoral office. 


Concerning the conference itſelf, and the man- 


ner of it, it is begun with an hearty prayer; and 
this being done, each of thoſe who are concerned 
in carrying on the buſineſs, produceth his memorial, 
wherein he has ſet down in the day ſuch things as 
he thinks fit to be further conſidered of; which 
then are preſently brought into debate, and the 
reſult thereof, for order's fake, recorded, After 
3 N 2 WE 
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As * the ee and direction of the ahole 
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we have thus gone through ſuch Points as have ; 
been propoſed to our conſſderation, and each of 


us received inſtructions for the day following, — 


ve canclude again the 2 45 UE with: A 
prayer. i 
II. That care is cabin that, if any of our faith- 
Ful laborers ſhould be abſent at any time, all dif- 
orders which uſually attend ſuch alterations be 
prevented. To which end we have thought it 
expedient, that an aſſiſtant be allowed to every one 
that is in any place of truſt about the houſe ; who 
is to lend him an helping hand, and to ſupply his | 
2 8 60 in caſe of neceſſary abſence. 
III. That as for the method of proſecuting the 


1 undertaking, the following A are to 
be confidered, viz. | 


1. The director, who upon any amergent oc- 
caſion is ſupported by, 2. The curate. 3. The 
ſteward, 4. The overſeer or inſpector of the 
ſchools. 5. The phyſician, who is alſo intruſted 
with the inſpection over the apothecary's ſhop. 
6. The bookſeller, who is fully empawered to 
order the affairs belonging to that ſhop, 7. The 
principal of the ſtudents, boarding in the hoſpital. 
All theſe are the vſus] meters of the aforeſaid 
conference. 

IV. That the akin of the charity-ſchools, 
being thirty in number, hold a weekly con- 
yes about the TOTO and w— 


; "POP 
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their ſchools, at the houſe of the inſpector of 
theſe ſchools. 

V. That there is, 1. A miftrefs, or governeſs, 
who is OR to govern the poor girls in the 
| hoſpital, 2. Another miſtreſs to teach them 
| work; and things of like nature, 3. Ano- 
ther that takes care of waſhing their linen, and 
| keeping them clean. 4. A nurſe to look after 
the ſick, 5. An apothecary. 6. A farmer that 
managetl the little farm-houſe at Giebichenſtein. 
7. The baker, who likewiſe ſupplieth the place 
of a gardener. 8. A taylor: and, 9. The reſt of 
the domeſtics, which are employed in the kitchen, 
in the waſh-houſe, in cleanſing the poor, and in 
lighting the fires. Likewiſe the apprentices and 
Hired men in the apothecary and bookſeller's 
ſhops, and the taylor's ſhop-board : and, laſtly, 
the people that . to the aforeſaid farm- 
houſe. 

Thus much may ſerve to give a clear appre- 
henſion of our affairs, and how they are kept up 


and carried on in good order, without any diſtrao- 
tion of my 1 


CHAP. 


* : | A 4 G'S 
; — 
1 BIAS: ov. 


of the Atoantages which may be expefied fon ab 
Endeavors... 


1. As for: the ſpiritual. benefits which may be 
expected to accrue from ſuch. endeavors, and 
which we are chiefly to regard, they may cafily 
be gueſſed at, conſidering the main ſcope of the 

Whole undertaking ; which is nothing elſe but 
the ſalvation of ſouls, and their converſion to life 

_ everlaſting, Now as the foul is the principal part 
of a man, and to be managed with much greater 
care than the body; fo the deſign of the under» 
taking was never to lay up proviſion for the 
body; but this was only uſed as the means to 

make a nearer ſtep towards the reformation of 
ei 
I any body put W contain on it, and 

being prejudiced with many groundleſs ſuſpi- 
cions, queſtion the fincerity of our pretenſions to 
that great end, he is defired to have patience till 
the day comes wherein the Lord will make ma- 
nifeſt the counſels of the heart: and ſo to leave 
the ſentence to Gop, who alone is able to ſearch 
the moſt ſecret receſſes of the heart; reſerving 
this as a prerogative moſt peculiar to himſelf, _ 

„„ II. In 
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1. In the mean time, I. doubt not but "ON 
of candor and unbiaſſed judgment, may, without 
much difficulty, penetrate into the bottom of this 
affair, by taking an impartial ſurvey of the whole 
method, whereby the work is carried on. | 

The end we aim at, and the means we make uſe 
of for obtaining the ſame, are all of a piece. 
Whatever is applied to this purpoſe, tends di- 
realy to our great end, without the leaſt digreſ- 
ſton from it. The means we uſe are of that nature, 
that no body can find fault with them under any 
pretence whatſoever. The Word of GOD is in- 
ſtilled into the children from their youth up, and 
none dare charge us, no not with the leaſt inſi- 
nuation, that theſe heavenly oracles are ſophiſti- 
cated either by human traditions, or other erro- 
neous mixtures. Unfeigned Faith in our Lonn 
Jxsus CnRIsr, is laid for a foundation, and a real 
ſenſe of Godlineſs, attended with a conſcientious 
behaviour, are the moſt material points; to the 
obtaining whereof, our earneſt endeavors are con» 

ſtantly directe. „ - 7 
As near as is poſlible, ſuch men are choſen to 
manage the work of inſpection and education, as 
we can ſafely rely upon for their candor and in- 

tegrity, as well as ability, on that behalf; ex- 
pecting that they will render themſelves worthy 
examples both by their words and their actions. 
And if it happens that we unexpectedly miſtake 
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demeanor, is obliged to make room for one Hank 
is , ht 

We prevent alſv, as much as 11 Gs . & 
f of infectious examples amongſt the 


children, leſt they be perverted from the right 


way. And we take it very kindly; when any body 


aſſiſts us with good advice, how to lay a deepef 


foundation of the ptinciples of true piety; and of 
training up childten to them. Now ſuch and the 


ke things are known ſo well, that the moſt mas 


lieious cannot deny it to be ſo; 
III. Two hours ate ſet apart every day, betend 
all manner of poor, blind, lame, and impotent 


perſons, both ſuch as live amongſt us, and ſuch: 


as come from abroad; as likewiſe exiles, and ſack 


as have loft their goods by fire; and; in a word; 


all forts of diſtreſſed people, are carefully in- 
ſtructed in the prineiples of religion, admoniſhed, 
comforted, and at length ſupplied with ſome bo- 


dily relief. And this I think every one will allo 
to be a method uſeful for the public good. 


IV. Many poor orphans, for whoſe education 
no body was in the leaſt concerned; and who. 
otherwiſe of neceſſity had been drawn away ints 
numberleſs diſorders, and moſt heinous fins; have 


been witheld from the dangerous courſes which 
a beggar's life might have expoſed them to; an 4 


put under good culopianes: and inſtructed in the 
Word 


5 4 : 


in our election, the petſon convicted of any miſs 
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Word of God: whereby in time they may be- 
come good Chriſtians, and profitable ſubjects; 
which, without queſtion, muſt turn to the 1 
good of the kingdom. 

V. Many boys of good 1 parts 1 ens 
dowments, by reaſon of which they might be made 


fit for great undertakings, lying hitherto buried 
under the rubbiſh of ignorance, for want of edu- 


cation, becauſe of their parents poverty, or other- 
wiſe, and whoſe pregnant genius would enable 
them to become great inſtruments of miſchief to 
their country, are now found out, and educated 
for the common benefit, to which they may ſome 
time prove uſeful, by promoting the good and ad- 
vantage, whether of church or ſtate; which is a 
thing that deſerves the applauſe of every one. 
VI. More free-ſchools have been ſet up by oc-. 
caſion of ſuch endeavors, whereby parents re- 


| duced to want, and unable to put their children 


to ſchool, or provide them with neceſſary books, 


have an opportunity of ſending them where they 


may be taught gratis; by means wheteof many a 
youth, who would otherwiſe abandon himſelf to 
the government of ſenſual and brutiſh luſts, is, as 
it were, plucked out of the jaws of Satan, and in- 
ſtructed in the principles of religion, and other 
uſeful learning; ſo that he himſelf reapeth the 
benefit of the ſchool where he is bred, and the 


| copmonrecalth, a well qualified arne 


"0 | VII. And 
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VII. And what elſe may ſuch foundations be 
more properly accounted, than ſeminaries ſet up 
for the general good of the country ? Here a 
foundation is laid for training up good workmen 
in all trades; good ſchool-maſters nay, good 
preachers, and counſellors ; who of courſe here- 
after will think themſelves the more obliged to 
ſerve every one, becauſe they have both an ex- 
perimental knowledge of Gop's Providence from 
their youth up, and the benefit of a ſound and 
folid education. And this may put ſovereign | 
magiſtrates in good hopes, that from ſuch and 

the like endeavors, may proceed the beſt and moſt 
faithful ſubjects, fitted for their ſervice, who alſo 
may prove inſtrumental, in due time, to retrieve 
others from their vicious courſe of life. 
VIII. By ſuch undertakings therefore the coun- 


gars, thieves, murderers, highwaymen, footpads, 
and the whole pack of looſe and debauched peo- 

ple, who, as we may find, if we ſearch into the 
true reaſons of ſuch overflowing wickedneſs, com- 
monly let looſe the reins to diſorder and impiety, 
becauſe they never imbibed ſo much as the leaſt 
tincture of a good education, Now an undertak- 
ing of this kind, may prove a reat foundation of 
putting ſome ſtop to the fierce torrent ot ſuch 
headftrong vices, and fo conduce both to the ſpi- | 
ritual and temporal good of the whole country. 
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try will be cleared by degrees of ſtubborn beg- | T 
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IX. Farther; whereas by ſuch charitable en- 


| deavors for the ſolid education of youth, not only 
a world of ſuch and the like miſchiefs are pre- 
vented, and a foundation laid, whereon a new 
ſtructure of a reformed life may be raifed up; 


but alſo by ſuch viſible inſtances of alms well 


beſtowed, many may be encouraged the more 


willingly to contribute their charitable affiltance 


towards the ſupport of ſo neceſſary a work, who 
perhaps could not be otherwiſe induced thereto 


by the moſt perſuaſive rhetoric, without ſuch real 


demonſtrations of the benefit, propoſed: it is ma- 
nifeſt that the management of ſuch an affair as 
this may prove no ſmall help to magiſtrates, for 
the better regulation of ſuch attempts, whenever 
they may think fit to engage themſelves therein. 
As for the people, they will, by ſuch charitable 
foundations, come to be melted down more and 
more into agentle and charitable temper of mind; 
and have the untractableneſs and ſtubbornneſs of 
their natural diſpoſition mollified by mutual acts 


of charity; which will take off much trouble from 


the magiſtrate, by preventing thoſe diſorders, 
which ſometimes cannot be e without. 
great care and application. 

X. It is moreover a means to wear off at leaſt 
in ſome meaſure, that flain which the Chriſtian 
religion hath contracted in theſe our unhappy days, 
ix. that there is ſuch a crowd of poor helpleſs 
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TRIED! in the midſt of thoſe WhO nile Wem kRwes | 
Chriſtians ; whereas the Lorp requires of his peo» 
ple, that there ſhould be no poor amongſt them. 
Hence it is no ſmall honor to a city or country, 
ih the poor be regularly ordered and maintained. 
XI. The prayers of poor fatherleſs chi ven, 
"at of all ſuch as enjoy the beneſit bf hoſpirals, | 


are the ſtrongeſt wall and fortreſs to defend a city 


| and land from the invaſions of any ae as; 


on the contrary, the tears or ſighs of poor diſtreſſed 
people, who commonly expreſs their grievances in 
that manner, when they lay neglected under ex- 
treme neceſſity, draw down the dreadful diſplea- 
ſure of Almighty Gop againſt that er nation 
wherein ſuch cruelty 1 18 practiſed. | 
XII. A great many ſtudents, FATE er eng | 


kept under a ſtri& diſcipline themſelves, partly 
by being every day employed in teaching the _ 


children, are prepared for a ſkilful management 


of ſchools up. and down in the country. And 


having been uſed to a good and exact method, 


they may prove inſtrumental to effect, in ſome 
meaſure, the reformation of ſchools, which is ſo 


neceſſary at this time; eſpecially if they ſhould 
happen to get into parſonages, or parochial cures, 
and ſo come to be intruſted were” TE CO: 


| on is gs 0 


XIII. As the whole wre! dere hut Wen fer 
Wy 8 the real good of < our church and ſtate, ſo 
4 this 


> THE FOOTSTEPS OP PROVIDENCE) tet 
this general good is fo far advanced by means of 
the undertaking; as the number of ſtudents im the 

_ univerſity has been hot a little augmented thereby. 
No the number of ſtudents freely maintained in 
the hoſpital, amounts to fifty, ſixty, ſeventy, nay, 
ſomerimes eighty, all together at one time; not 
to mention thoſe. who,” in expectation of ſuch a 
benefit, come nen which muſt needs make 
a conſiderable a addition to the number of * 
in divinity. ; 

XIV. What ſpiritual mk 1 city of Hall 
in particular, and Glaucha in the ſuburbs, have. 
reapt from this foundation, is ſufficiently. known; 

and no body can deny, unleſs thoſe whoſe judg: 
ments are darkened and corrupted by bitter envy, 
or rank atheiſm, ſo as to render them ſtupidly in- 
ſenſible of a work, whereby not only many fathers 
Jeſs children are brought up to the glory of Gopz 
but alſo a way found out whereby poor people; 
both old and young, in the city and fuburbsz 
may arrive to a competent knowledge of Chriſtian 
Principles, not only by public, but private in- 
ſtructions; there being ſeveral ſchools. e wg 
this purpole. * 

In ſuch parts of the pariſh as are farben off 
from the common ſchools, becauſe it would be 
difficult for children to go every day ſo far, par- 
ticular ſchools have been ſet up nearer their re- 
eee habitations, and all pretences cut off, 

Coe 77 which 
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* 


= which parents might alledge to excuſe their back- 
|  wardneſs in ſending their children to ſchool. If 
they are unable to pay for ſchooling, they may 


ſend them to a free-ſchool, where any child is 


provided with books, paper, and other neceſſaries. 


Which is another benefit redounding to the my 
and country by theſe endeavors |, 
XV. No body has reaſon to think that theſe 
06 lg which have been hinted at, are only 
the evaporations of an idle brain, without any real 
ground of hope to enjoy them in time to come. 
For according to the common ſenſe of mankind, 
one may eaſily judge, that as a tree but newly 
planted, cannot bring forth a full crop of fruit 


in its firſt years, ſo theſe endeavors, which were 


begun but about ſix years ago, cannot arrive to 


_ any conſiderable degree of perfection, nor produces = 


thoſe happy effects in ſo ſmall a ſpace of time, 
which may hereafter be expected. Yet in the 
mean while, I aſſure the reader, that the Loxn : 
hath given us already ſo many proofs of his 

bleſſing, that we have no reaſon, when we caſt an 
eye upon the firſt fruits, to hope leſs hence than 


the afore-mentioned advantages and benefits, Not 


to mention now, that one may confidently foretel 
the event of ſuch things, if the means defigned 
for obtainipg the end be rightly applied. What 


_ elſe could inſpire us with courage to attempt any 


good thing? But while I thus ſpeak, I do not 
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deny that human infirmities, and even ſcandalous 
abuſes, may too frequently inſinuate themſelves 
into the beſt-contrived projects. OT a plant 
perhaps may be nipped in the bud. 

XVI. Beſides theſe ſpiritual i re- 
dounding to the public, and which we have rea- 
ſon to hope for, we may alſo eaſily diſcover ſeveral 
outward or accidental benefits, likely to be the 
reſult of ſuch an undertaking. Thus many a poor 
workman has got his living whilſt the houſe was 
building. Many a poor ſtudent has been ſupplied 
with ſome relief: and who can deny, that it muſt 
needs tend to the good of a place, where all the 
domeſtics, ſervants, and apprentices, are uſed to a 
godly and orderly way of living, as they are in 
the hoſpital ;. there being every where ſo great a 


want of pious and faithful ſervants. Many a beg- 


garly child is now educated in ſuch a way, that 
he hereafter may get his own livelihood, and fo 
prove ſerviceable to others, to whom he would 
have been a burden, if he had without reftraint 
purſued the courſe he was engaged in. Many a 
poor widow, being reduced to the utmoſt ſtraits, 


and not knowing where to get any relief for her 


children, is readily ſupplied, and the children 
brought up with greater care, than perhaps their 
own fathers would ever have done. 

XVII. And in fine, every one, I think, will 
confeſs, that a town or country is ſo much the 


more 
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tages, by how much the more 
taken for the mai 
rience itſelf hearing witneſs, that thoſe govern · 
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more abundantly bleſſed with temporal dran. 
zore effectual care is 
nce of the poor 3 expes 


a * p 


ments are the moſt flouriſhing, which concern 


b moſt to pro ide well for the poor. 


"CONCLUSION. | 


Pi 3 reader, is the aceount of the bol. 
pital and other charity-ſchools, which I would at 
preſent ſincerely offer to your conſideration, in 
order to promote the honor, praiſe, and glory of 
Gon, the Giver of all good, and to encourage 
my fellow. creatuxes-in faith and charity. I have 
ſtudied brevity as much as I could, and only ſex 


down ſuch things, as I thought. might prove the 
moſt ſerviceable for the edification of the reader. 


I mean, that he may magoify the Logp, and 
that every lover of truth may be rightly in- 
une of e has bean hitherto done in _ 
o 

bn the account. e to the belt of my hw, 
ledge, I bave neither wronged nor flattered any 
perſon whatſoever, though I had a fair opportu- 
nity to have done both. Hence I may with good 


reaſon require every reader to give an unreſerved 


credit to what has been delivered here. I am in 
good hopes that many a perſon, who thinks it 


worth while to peruſe theſe eats, will, for the 


-F uture 
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future at leaſh, reſtrain himſelf from all raſh cen- 


ſures, and repent, if he has in any reſpect judged 


before the time. Likewiſe, that many, by read- 
ing theſe endearing proofs of the infinite love and 
goodneſs of our great Gop, will find no ſmall 
eaſe and comfort 1 in the midſt of their diſmal cir- 
cumſtances, exciting them to run with greater 
courage the race that is ſer before them. If that 
be in any degree the reſult of this account, I ſhall 
be very well ſatisfied with ſuch a blefling. 

But if it ſhould happen that ſome, in reading | 
over theſe papers, find themſelves prompted cheer- 
fully to ſecond our endeavors with ſome actual 
contribution, and lay out ſome of the generous 
efforts of their charitable inclinations, towards the 
education of poor children; I here affure the rea- 
der, that it is rather an effect accidentally reſulting 
from hence, than a thing directly propoſed to my- 
ſelf in the publication of this narrative. 

I would have no perſon upon the face of the 

earth, let him be ever ſo great, eminent, wealthy, . 
pious, or well-inclined, think that I put my truſt 
in him. The Lord, by numberleſs proofs of his 
veracity, hath moſt clearly demonſtrated, that 
this honor is due to Him alone; and that I am in 
gratitude bound to depend on Him with intire 
confidence, (and O that He, by His Spixir, 
would more and more enable me to da this!) 
and keep from idols. In the midſt of the greateſt 
* = trials, 


% Tr Foo rs TES OF R DEN ens. 
krials, he hath impreſfedl a lively ſenſe of that word 
upon my mind: ReFtins ad Parrem quam ad fratres. 
be ft is better having recourſe, in the time of tri- 
« bulation, to the FATRHER, than to the brethren.” 
For all they that look unte Him, art lightened, and 
their faces are not aſhamed. Pſalm xxxiv. 5. And 
the Lord hath taught me alſo, by happy expe- 
rience, the truth of what follows in the next verſe: 
This poor mah cried, and the Lord heard him, and 
. ſaved him our of all bis troubles. | | 
I Thope that ſuch as fear Gop, will not mand me 
with ingratitude for the plainneſs of my ſpeech, 
nor be- offended with me that I do not rely upon 
thei, but upon God. The acts of charity per- 
formed by any one in the Lonp's work, are far 
more noble and endearing, if they be done in 
fingleneſs of mind, and offered up with a ſincere 
Tegard to the honor of Gov, and the benefit of 
our fellow creatures. It is the character of true 
love, not in the leaſt to be puffed up in regard of 
its charitable deeds, but to let them. fink into 
oblivion, like a ſacrifice wholly conſumed by the 
fire of the altar; confiding intirely in Cater | 
Ixsvs, and ſeeking after nothing but to increaſe, 
from the fulneſs of Carisr, the inward power and - 
vigor of the ſpiritual life ; laying under a deep 
ſenſe of its own unworthineſs, that ſo it may unite 


itſelf nearer and nearer to Him, who is the Giver 
88 all rs * 


In 
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In ſhort, if I ſhould go about to enumerate all 


the happy effects which, both at home and abroad, 
have reſulted from the example of our endeavors 


in this affair, they would require a particular trea- 
tiſe by themſelyes, But at preſent, I think I have 
ſufficient reaſon. to forbear to infiſt any farther 
upon that ſubject, In the mean time, the Loxp 
hath fully aſſured me, that the world will never 
be able to ſuppreſs them. The Lord, I am ſure, 
will water this his lily, that it may ſtill more and 
mare diffuſe the fragrancy of its ſmell. For the 
Lox liveth, and praiſed be Gop, who is my 


Hiding-place : and let the Gop. of my Salvation 


pe exalted. "Hallelujah ] 
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ExrcTixG and MANAGING the HOSPITAL 
at Gr Auch without HALL. 


5 2 LETTER „ a FRIEND. 


Dean N e | 
Bec AUSE you are defirous to know how our 
undertaking concerning the Charity-Schools, and 
eſpecially the Hoſpital lately erected, hath been 
carried on, fince the narrative thereof was com- 
| municated to the public, viz. from the beginning 
of the year 1701, to the end thereof; I have here, 


tor yaur fatisfaftion, ſent you a farther account 
N of 


ee eee eee 
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ol theſe tranſaQtions ; | conſidering, that. as ſuch, a 
_ diſcovery of Gop's mercy may redound to the 
glory of our great Creator and Preſerver, ſo the 


unfathomable goodneſs of Gop, laying ſuch a - 


ſtrong obligatien upon me, hath been no ſmall 
incitement to me to run over ſuch wonderful 
Foolſteps thereof, as have been hitherto traced out 
jn our view; and at the end of the year, to make 
within myſelf an exact ſurvey of the manifold and 
illuſtrious proofs of his Providence; that fo all 
the mercies of Gop may firſt in myſelf produce 
effects for which they have been conferred on 

And fince you write, that by ſuch a nar- 
1 as I might give you of theſe matters, not 


only yourſelf may, in probability, reap ſome ſpi. 


ritual benefir, but it may alſo redound to the good 
of others; I heartily approve of your deſire ; not 


regarding the uncharitable cenſures of ſome, wha 


are apt to reject the moſt evident demonſtrations, 


whereby their prejudices againſt the affair might 


be removed, and fa are ready to charge that with 

ſelfiſhneſs, which hath been Wee here for the 
glory of Gon. 

Nou, though there is no occaſion for any duch 
precautions in regard of you, to whom I direct 

khis letter, (your integrity being fully known unto 
me) yet I have thought them neceſſary in reſpect 


of others, into whoſe hands this letter may poſſibly 
fall; fince I not ovly give you the liberty to come 


municate 


2 3 
ad comme 
4 P o 
* 
4 ö 


mmnunicate it to any that ſhall deſire it of you, but 
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am alſo reſolved to get it here printed, as a Con- 


| Hinudtion of that Narrative which heretofore hath 
been publiſhed upon the ſame ſubject, 


I teſtify then, on my conſcience, before that 


Gov. who ſearches the heart and the reins, that [ 
have not knowingly delivered any thing, even of 


the ſmalleſt moment, that may be charged with 
untruth, either in the ſubſtance of the buſineſs, - 


or in the circumſtantials thereof: which 1 am 
ready to make out by moſt evident, and (in ſuch 


things as fall under the apprehenfion of human 


ſenſe) even by ocular demonſtrations, if that ſhould 
ever appear neceflary. Theſe things are not car- 


ried on in ſecret, but are expoſed to every one's 
view; and no body can queſtion the truth of what 
is here ſaid, unleſs he be altogether a ſtranger in 
theſe parts; for thoſe that are upon the place, 


muſt wilfully ſhut their eyes, if they would im- 


peach me of falſhood in a thing daily obvious to 


their fight: and as for ſuch circumſtances as are 


not apparent to their ſight, they may eaſily be 


made otherwiſe tothciently ſenſible of the reality 
of them. 


The foregoing Narrative was occaſ oned, as as 
been mentioned, by a commiſſion, given out by 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, to take an exact view of the 


whole ſtate of this preſent bufineſs concerning 


the care for the po And this was done by four 
-- Of 


„ee 
3 Nene L 


an * Sg _ — . 
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of his privy council: Thoſe that were died 
' againſt the. undertaking itſelf, began to rejoice at 
this commiſſion, in hopes that it would prove an 
overthrow of the whole affair, or at leaſt, after 
ſome while, bring it to. a ſtand, eſpecially becauſe 
the commiſſion was not ordered at my requeſt, 
and ſo would, in probability, be the. leſs favor- 
able to me. This ſpiteful expectation was ſes 
conded with abundance of lyes, which were 
| fpread about even before the coming out of l 
commiſſion. | 

When 1 was under thels ps 1 SHY 
up an account of the riſe, progreſs, and wonderful 
' preſervation of the undertaking, and not only 
laid it before his Majeſty's commiſſioners, but 
anſwered. alſo what they aſked me by word of 
mouth, with preſence of mind, and a fincere de- 
pendence upon Gov. Theſe delegates are. ſtill 
alive, and were much pleaſed with the account 
they received at that time; not only teſtifying; 
their ſatisfaction to me, but offering alſo a moſt 
favorable relation of it to his Majeſty. And now 
the oppoſers were filenced, and a ſudden damp caſt | 
on their joy; and I wiſh they had been affected 
_ alſo with a due remorſe for their former guilt. 

As ſoon as this buſineſs was over, ] digeſted 
the moſt material points, of what was delivered 
to the ſaid delegates, into an hiſtorical account, and 
| preſented 3 it to the Public. 


Wherefore 


TRE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE: 


- Wherefore I. believe I may with combdence 
vonchade, that no reaſonable perſon can, with. any 


plauſible pretence, queſtion my candor in this 


affair: which whoever ſhall continue to do, he 


gives plain demonſtrations of his being biaſſed by 


Ppartiality, in attempting ſtill to paſs an arbitrary 


and cenſortous judgment on a thing, which not 


but alſo cleared by ſuch manifeſt proofs, as are 
ſufficient. to bear down all contradictions of the 
pb | | f 

It is true, I am fared with many, who, 
to my knowledge, do not in the leaſt favor my 
deſign; bur examining into the true reaſons, I 


find there is none, but an overfondneſs of their 


own dull lifeleſs religion, valuing themſelves upon 


a fair ſhew of dead formality, willing te paſs for 


good Chriſtians, though never ſound at the bot- 
tom; and this makes them reject ſuch principles 
and proceedings as, they apprehend, would bring 
religion too near home, oY 

Would it not be an audacious attempt for me, 
(which it is almoſt incredible that any one ſhould 
ever charge me with) to go about the contrivance 
of ſo many forged reports, for the ſpace of ſeven 
years, to perſuade others, both by word of mouth 
and in writing, of the truth of them, to abuſe the 
authority of a royal commiſſion for colouring the 


deſign, a even £0. put ſuch things in print, if 


Tz => rue 


1 only. has been juſtified by ſovereign authority, | 


* 


4 


. ' -A9 8 — „ * 


truth ieſelf was not on my fide? And if it were 
poſſible for any-of theſe biaſſed perſons any way 
to convict me of ſo much as one falſhood, how = 


readily. would” he lay hold on every opportunity 
to fift out the leaſt untruth, impoſed upon the 


magiſtrates, or others of my fellow Chriſtians. 


But now I can challenge all the world, and con- 
fate the impudence of thoſe that rail againſt me 


with ſcurrilous pamphlets, by laying down ſome 


plain and ocular demonſtrations of me” 1 


ſtate of our whole affair. 


The hoſpital is actually ſet up, and the nber 


of children, ſtudents, and neceſſary officers, con- 
ſtantly maintained therein, amounts to more chan 


two hundred. As for the building itſelf, hitherto 
it has required a vaſt deal of charge, to bring the 
infide thereof to its full perfection. Beſides 
which, there are alfo erected ſeveral ſchools for 
the benefit both of poor boys and girls, who are 


maintamed apart. Not now to mention ſeveral 
other things, and the fick and indigent of the 
hoſpital, upon whoſe account daily e are 


* 
My neighbours very well know that I have no 


abundance of this world's goods, (though a 


Chriſtian may enjoy all in Gop and Curr) 
call them moveables, or immoveables,or what you 
will, no, not fo much as would maintain a ſmall 
family; much leſs * I fuch an eſtate as might 

| ſuffice 


TIE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE: ny 
ſuffice both to maintain ſo many poor, and to erect 
an houſe for their reception. This conſideration, 
1 think, might prove a powerful inducement to 
all, to give the honor to God, and to acknowledge 
that it is His Wort, and not to be attributed either 


to me, being but a miſerable worm, or any other 
creature in the world whatever; but only to Him 


bo alone is the Moft High, the Creator of all, the 
omnipotent and terrible King, who fitteth upon his 


throne judging right. He alone has done all this, 


and promoted it from the firſt riſe till now, by 
his fatherly bleſſing; and indeed not. out of a 
great ſtock laid up before hand, as ſome have 
given out, but out of nothing he bath made ſome- 


thing, according to his infinite mercy, ſupporting 


the faith and reſolution of ſo poor a creature as I 
am; inſomuch that I did not rely on any worldly 
wealth, but only on the arm of the Lonp, who 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can either aſk or think; and this made me not to 
ſcruple the truth and certainty of things not ſeen. 

T have run the hazard of depending upon this 
gracious Gor, and by obtaining good ſucceſs, 
have learnt the value of that expreſſion, None 


that wait on Him are aſhamed : and J hope I ſhall} 


| further ſucceed in Him, to confound the unbelief 
of thoſe that think themſelves ſafer in a large pro- 
viſion of mammon, than in the living Gov, who 
yet is able ta deliver from death, Thus the ſpirit 
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by the work of the Lonp, has not in ſtore any 
manner af weapon to lift up againſt it, but ſlanders 
and calumnies; a vein of malice and envy running 
through all its actions, ſo as to brand with the 

imputation of untruth, things as clear as the fun 
. at noon day, or ta cry down the praiſes and ac. 

knowledgments flowing from à fenſe of Gov's 
| goodneſs, as the mere reſult of pride and oſten⸗ 
tation. I hape, in the mean time, our great. and 
- good Creatar, ' owning theſe ſmall beginnings, 


however contemptible they may appear to the 
world, will not fail powerfully. to carry them on; 


and that He will confound more and more the 
reiſtleſs ſpirit of infidglity, with its whole retinue 
of lyes and ſlanders. Wherefore, whoever will 
obſtinately perfiſt i in his unbelief, he. may run this 
hazard at his own expence, till he find by expes 
rience that the Lozp will, in ſpite. of all appo= 
fition, do what pleaſeth him: and by the loud 
fame of his wonderful work, awaken many thou: 


ſand ſouls out of their lethargic ſleep of unbe- 
lief, ſtrengthen them in faith, ſupport them under 


trials and probations, excite them to, praiſe. his 


Name, and transform them into his likeneſs, by 
infuſing into them the Spirit of love, of power, 


And of a ſound mind, through ſuch tender and 
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been waſted, and the oil in the cruſe that hath not 


ru FOOTSTEPS or PROVIDENCE. iy 
Of this he hath given us many fignal proofs, 


hom the firſt Narrative of the Undertaking, 
reaching to Eaſter 1501, has been publiſhed. 
This proved a means, whereby the Lon p was 
pleaſed to confer many a bleſſing on many ſouls ; 
for which I offer up a joyful Hallelujah to his 


Name, And this encourages me ta hope, that this 
preſent letter to you, will be attended with the 


| fame benediction. My foul ſhall make ber boaſt in 
* Lonp: the humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad. 
But now for your farther information, you muſt 


8 that the whole undertaking hath been hi- 
therto carried on as it was firſt begun. Leſs than 


twenty ſhillings (as hath been ſaid in the foregoing 
account) was the firſt fund of erecting a charity- | 


ſchool ; by the help whereof, a parcel of poor 


vagrants was taken in, and only furniſhed with 


b and ſchooling at free coſt. 
This was the meal in the barrel which hath not 


failed to this day. This was the fund that pro- 
duced four charity-ſchools, which conſtantly have 
been ſupported, Theſe charity-ſchools occa- 


_ honed a farther project to. ſet up an Hoſpital; 1 


being fully convinced of its neceſſity, though I 
had nothing to do it withal. Another good effect 
it had was, the maintenance of poor ſcholars 3 as it 


| was defied by a perſon who gave fire hundred 


erowns towards defraying the charges thereof. 
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118 IE FOOTST. 
The well-ſpring of the Divine bounty hath. 
ever ſince been flowing: and may it ſtill pour ; 
forth its moſt plentiful emanations, that many 
more young ſtudents, of mean condition, may draw 
comfort and ſupport from thenee; which I be- 


EPS OF PROVIDENCE: | 


lieve, in great aſſurance, the Lorp will fulfil. 


When at firſt we wanted but a little houſe, bx 
reaſon of the ſmall number of our children, then 
Ireſolved, in the Name of Gon, to buy one, and 
the Lon readily ſupplied me with ſo much 
money as I wanted for that purpoſe, This houſe 


ſerved. our turn till neceſſity required a bigger; 


and when this was thought neceflary, there was 

one purchaſed, and the Loxp furniſhed us with a 

ſuitable ſum of money, But when this likewiſe YAY 
ſcattered up and down through the town, was apt 
to create no ſmall diſorder, we reſolved, in the 
Name of GOD, to lay the fqundation for a compe- 
tent building. The Lonxp knoweth we had not 
ſo much as would anſwer the coſt of a ſmall cot - 
tage, much leſs ſuch a building as might hold tua 


hundred people, Neither were there wanting fuch 


as difcovered the rough and difficult ways we were 
kke to. paſs through, if I would purſue the deſign, 


Others. adviſed to ſet up an houſe of wood, 


do fave the expenſive colt of a ſtone. building, | 
3 Bas again ſome would lay, What is ibis waſte 


for ? Aud by ſuch, and the like arguments, I 
I 5 | a ERS Was 


* 
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THE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE. 119 
was almoſt prevailed on to comply. But the - 
 Loxp ſtrengthened my faith with ſo powerful a - © 
- conviction, as if he had ſaid expreſsly unto me, 
& Build thon it of flones, and I will pay the charge.” 
Indeed He hath been as good as his word: and 
from week to week, from month to month, the 
_ crumbs, as it were, of his comfort, have dropped 
down, and fed our poor, as one feedeth a brood of 
tender chickens, So that neither have the orphans 
fuffered want, nor the workmen been expoſed to 
any hardſhip, through the defect of their wages. 
Nothing of what the Logp hath beſtowed upon 
us is turned into a fund, but laid out according to 
the preſent neceſſuy. What trials we have gone 
through, under the ſeveral emergencies of theſe 
affairs, hath been explained by many inſtances; 
and they are ſtill carried on under the like cir- -<. 8 
cumſtances, there being no ſettled proviſion which | „ 
we could reaſonably depend upon. - i 
The public collection, which, by authority of 
his Pruffian Majeſty, was to be made throughout 
his dominions, was never ſet on foot but in a few 
provinces; and in this juncture of time, I have 
given it quite over, that fo I might cut off all 
manner of ſlanders, which ſome would raiſe againſt 
the deſign, from the execution of that grant. But 
notwithſtanding all this, not one of the orphans, 
nor any ſuch as are employed about them, have 
had any reaſon to complain of want; ſo that if 
ever 


5 2 ever © har ds be aſked,” Did ge lack any wig? | 


„ 


1 2 
4 9 * 2 # 


9 28 a ov. ID DENCE: | 


they muſt needs fay, Nothing. Luke xxii. 35. 
It is true, that I have been very often reduced 


to the laſt extremity both in this and the fore- 
. going years, ſo that 1 had not one crown, nay, 
5 not one groat left. But as the Loa p hath at all 


times relieyed us with ſeaſonable ſupplies, fo He 


bath now carried us through the trials of this | 


year with his uſual Providence, and my ſoul hath 


i found teſt in Fun the great Se 5 heaven | 
5 and earth. . 


juſt when the Deol ndrrative was 1 


| for the preſs, twenty crowns were ſent, by one 
that lived at a great diſtance, which proved a 


ſeaſonable ſupport. The next week, when all 
was ſpent, an unexpected help of fifty crowns 


was ſent in, by a perſon from whom I little ex- 
| pected any ſuch thing. But this not ſerving our 


turn, fifty more fell in from the kindneſs of a 


patron; wherein this was remarkable; that whereas 
this gentleman was wont to allow this ſum at the 


beginning of the year, by a journey he undertook, 
having been hindered this year from performing; 


his promiſe at that particular time, he ſent it now 


in a more ſeaſonable hour, when we were d 
to greater want. 

Soon after this, a certain lady offered to 1 
every year as much ſalt as the hoſpital wanted. 


No ſooner had ſhe reſolved on this, but another 


TIE FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE. 121 


was moved hereby to ſend; ſome corn for the be- 
5 nefit of the hoſpital. 3 N 15 


[Beſides this, their fell in now and tha ſome | 


| aal ſums; but theſe proving inſufficient for car- 


| rying on the work, by the Providence of Gov we | 


received a thouſand crowns, which were left to 
the hoſpital in the foregoing year by the will of 
a deceaſed benefactor; but the payment thereof 
was put off till now, and we were youu, to en ir 
at ſo ſeaſonable a juncture. 7: 

A gentleman about the ſame time offered wt 


crowns; and a widow ſent a ducat out of her ſmalt 


ſtock. Others were ſtill contributing ſomething 


or other to our ſupport, being ſuch as were for 
the moſt part untuoꝛn to me, or at leaſt would 


have their names concealed. 


About June our ſtock. baginsisg again to 1 


cay, a perſon, who would not be known, preſented 


us with twenty-five crowns. And another, who 


was 2 favorer of the hoſpital, beſtowed forty 


crowns upon it : as alſo a gentleman ſent twenty 


more, which ſome time before he had offered to 
pay yearly : moreover, a certain general paid 
down the ſum of an hundred crowns; which was 
alſo followed with a gift of fix, ſent by a pro- 
feſſor of divinity, bearing thas ane written 
upon a paper: ö 
«© Theſe little mites 1 are, 
„Upon the objects of God's care.“ 
R | 
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was not ſufficient to defray the nepeſſary charges, 
I juſt then received two letters of advice by the 
poſt: in one whereof 1 was told, that two hun- 


dred zud fifty crouns ſhould be paid down for 


the relief of the hoſpital. Phis ſum came from 
2 certain doctor of phyfic beyond ſea, Who or- 
dered the payment thereof here. The Lon p be 
bis phyficiant It ſeemed that he underſtood ſome- 
thing of the High-Dutch language, and he wrote 
to the merchant, whom he appointed to pay the 
money, that if he could not ſend it immediately, 
he ſhould give me notice; #* For,” ſaith he in his 


letter, © he is in daily want, and 1 am [IP _ | 


* wall quickly ſend for it.“ | 
This indeed gave me no ſmall encocraperticnt : 


for | thought, The LoRD will rather excite - ſome 


good A ; "ou 
any want.” 
The ef Wes of advice ati 8 


0 26-4 to ne _e_ than 10 * ks s ſuffer 


| ervwns, which were collected, far from the place, 
im a charity box, by ſome friends, for the relief of 
the hoſpital. The fame box has farther ſupplied 


us with money twice-this year; at one time with 
the ſum of fifty crowns, and at another with ſixty. 
Before this was ſpent, a patron ſent ten ducars 
in gold, and ten crowns more in ſmaller money; 
and the perſon by whoſe hand it was brought, 
made an addition of thirty crowns more, 


— 
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At the end of June, 4 benefe 
cke himſelf to pay twelve crowns yearly, 
ſefit in ſix at the hhlf year's end; and this came ut 


à very ſeaſonable hour, Sboh after; fix dueats, 
and fix crowns:were ſent; the latter whereef 3 
maiden gentlewomar had ordered, in her laſt will, 


to be paid to the haſpiral 3 who'alſo, befides this, 
bequeathed the ſum of an hundred efowns to the 
hoſpital ; fifty whereof wete deliveted to me at f 
time when the loft furthing was ſpent; which gav 
me a freſh inſtance of the wiſe Providence of wh 
whereby every thing is diſpoſed in its proper time. 
II annot but take notice here, that the Lord 
hath been often pleaſed, even from the firſt 
beginning of the work, to make two benefits 


out of one; Firſt, he hath ſtirred up à benefactor 


to confer ſomething on the poor, which at that 
time hath been intimaged to us, either by letter, 
or by word of mouth; but the money itſelf hath 
nat been paid till ſome time after. And Provis 
dence hath ſo, ordered it, that the promiſed money 
came at a juncture, wherein our extreme want ren- 
dered us the more ſenſible and grateful for the 
benefit received. This has taught me not to re- 
pine, though the actual payment of the mohey 


promiſed has a While been delayed ; for experi- 
ence: hath convinced me, that it is ſafely kept in 
the hands of rhe Lon, who beſtowerh it wien 


Nets hour is come; nat regarging-alvays the time 
R 2 2s which 


Kor, who had 


. 


0 8 N . 


| mich Ho to. Gi becauſe. the - 
weakneſs. of our faith often makes us long for it 
before the time we want it. Gop hereby juſtly 
claims to himſelf our whole dependence, and diſ- 


engages us from idolizing the promiſes of men: 
for though they are both able and willing to give 


ſomething for the ſupport of the poor, yet the 
actual performance of it dependeth upon the will 
of 1 IR He ſpate, and it was done, He WO. 


and it flood faft.. Pſalm xxxiii. 9. 


'1 cannot forbear mentioning here, to the 3 | 
of Gop, and humble acknowledgment towards 


our Sovereign, that when the two thouſand crowns, 


which his Pruſſian Majeſty was gracioufly pleaſed 


to beſtow upon the hoſpital, were delivered to 


me, (one thouſand whereof was a free gift of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, and the other was diſcounted 
dertaker of the build 
- bave- paid ſo much) 
it happened to be juſt in a time wherein we la- 
bored under many vaſt expences, which were 
required both fot paying the workmen, and de- 
fray ing other neceſſary charges, which at one 


out of the exciſe, to the 
ing, who was athetwiſe 


time ran up higher than at another. 
- Blefſed be the wonderful diſpenſation of Dom 


in theſe wiſe diſpoſitions of things! May it be his 
good pleaſure to bleſs his Majeſty's. government, 
and to inſpire him with an heatty zeal, always to 
N lk manner "os e undertax- 


ings; 
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ings ; that from thence he may reap joy and ts 


tisfaction, whenever, under the happy influence _ 
of Heaven, God's work is carried on with ſucceſs. 


In July, a traveller happened to come hither, 


and by the fight of the hoſpital, found his cha- 
rity ſo far excited, that he N offered five 
ducats in gold. 


A friend of ours having a two 1 


mines, in the mine- works near Freiburgh, called 
the New Bleſſing, and having improved them for 
the benefit of the hoſpital, ſeut now two crowns 


as the reſult thereof. 


Laſt ſummer the Lord inclined alſo the heart : 
of his Royal Highneſs Prince George of Den- 
mark, reſiding in England, bountifully to diſburſe 


the ſum of three hundred crowns for the hoſpi- 
tal, which, by a bill of exchange, was ſent hither. 
The Lorp remember this benefit! I muſt ſay, 


that this ſupport, coming from abroad, proved a 


freſh inſtance, both of the admirable Providence 


of Gop, and of his perpetual care for our relief, 
How eaſily are the raſh cenſures of unbelieving 


men confaunded, by ſuch unexpected proofs of 
the gracious dealings of Gop! Nothing dropped 
from their lips but ſuch and the like expreffions, 


The work cannot hold out, becauſe there is no 


6 ſettled fund for it.“ But is not Gop the moſt - 
ſtable and the moſt certain fund? Or will they ſet up 


A Mens mn betwixt Gap and mammon, to diſ- 
| cover 
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a THR} cooTvrers'or- PROVIDENCE. ; i 
cover whether is the-moſt conſtant? ls not heaven 
better fixed than any terreſtrial bottom wherein they 
would found themſelves? And is not our God the 
great Creator of heaven and earth, and ah un: 
1 verſal Monarch indeed, having full power to di. 
. . pPoſe of all the treaſures of the whole world, in 
„„ ; what manner he pleaſeth? But for my part, I 
WES muſt: canfeſs,- I teap a particular comfort out of 
EE =? ſuch raſh expteſſſons as theſe, which are the ſpawn 
of unbelieving hearts. For upon ocealion thereof 
i I am the more inclined to believe, that the LoRn 
5 woll vindicate his er e ſuch 5 La 
VVV | 
Ls — I add only this, G2 1 wines ai yer hate miſſed T7 
8 ay aim, when I have undertaken any thing in de- 
E 5 pendenee upon the Loip; but relying upon men; 
; | * _ and their aſſurances, I have met with abundance 
3 of difappointments, and that ſometimes without 
an fault of theirs. If ane diſappointed me; 
ö | 5 | Gop excited another, If one ſpring happened | 
K > to be ſtopped up, another was opened inſtead 
mo thereof. From whence we may juſtly infer, that 
Fe Gop alone is the moſt powerful, aud ihe e certain 
Support. 5 
beiin, After this we were again « 
N duced to ſome neceſſity, and then a counteſs ſent 
1 w about twenty-five crowns, with this direction 
_ -- upon a paper: © According to the order of the 
wi | „ Kix of 9 thete frve-and-twenty crowns 
* 4. | = EO | * are \ 
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& are ſent to the poor in ſincerity of heart.” In 
another place a lady had vowed, that if ſhe ſhould 
be happily delivered, ſhe would then beſtow fifty 
crowns upon the hoſpital, which was done accord- 
ingly; and theſe fifty crowns were attended with 
about twelve more, fent by another hand. | 
Another time, when our ſtack was very low, 
there was ſent inta the houſe, by one who would 
not make himſelf known, a blue cloak, a furred 


gap, and one crown in money; the latter being 


put up in a bit of paper, with theſe words, The 
Lok Jasus increaſe it to thouſands of thou- 
| k fands, even like the ſtars of heaven in number, 

and as the ſand of the ſea in multitude, and 


* « make the fruit of Righteouſneſs grow 85 from | 


« generation to generation.” 

_ Almoſt about the fame time, a widow SE ten 
crowns, with this direction, “Out of a fincere 
< heart this ſmall portion is ſent. There will be 
« a blefling upon the widow's mite.” 

At this time alſo a certain perſon was, upon 
ſome occaſion, fined in the ſum of one hundred 
crowns, by his Pruſſian Majeſty, and ordered to 
pay in the ſame to the hoſpital; upon whoſe in- 
rerceff 


other was readily paid down. 
Another time, all our money being ſpent, I met 
a young lawyer in the ſtreet, who told me that he 
himfelf was a poor orphan, but that the Loxp 
5 | had 
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n, one half thereof being remitted, Wy. 
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had wo 
him to remember our poor, and ſo he e 


me with a roſe · noble *, . 


A certain counteſs, when our inns: was very | 


low, ſent in about twenty-four crowns ; and about 
| twelve crowns more came from an unknown hand. 
About Michaelmas our want was exceeding 

great, as it uſually falleth out in that ſeaſon ; this 


juncture of time requiring vaſt expences, both 
for cloathing the children, and providing wood 


'againſt winter; as alſo for diſcharging ſuch debts 


as are contracted before Michaelmas fair, that 


% 


lerfully provided for him, which induced 


being the uſual time of payment with us. But 


the Lon p, according to his wonted goodneſs, car- 


ried us through all theſe difficulties. For a cer- 


| tain miniſter, out of one of the chiefeſt Hanſe 


Towns, ſent fifty crowns. As alſo a certain count, 
having taken a view of the hoſpital, preſented it 
with an hundred crowns: and another petfon, 


1 whoſe name I know not, and who had engaged to 


pay down, every Michaelmas, thirty crowns, ſent 
in the ſame at this time very ſeaſonably: not now 


to mention other ſmall ſums of four, ten, twenty, 


twenty - four crowns, &c. then beſtowed on us. 


It was remarkable farther, that the ſteward 
being much concerned for getting ſome new 


linen for the * about Michaelmas, was 


* An old Englith coin of fixteen ſhillings and eight pence. 


happily 
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FF. 


: happily ſupplied by the liberality of a noble- | 

man, who ſent in eighteen pieces of linen cloth 
for the benefit of the poor. But the boys being 
ſtill in want of neckcloths, and the ſteward much 
concerned how to procure them, as knowing the 
little money we had by us, was to be laid out for 

other neceſſaries of greater importance, it ſo hap- 
pened, that a well-diſpoſed perſon came hither, | 

and readily ſupplied both the boys with neck-. 
cloths, and the girls with caps; which made our 
Reward once more deeply ſenſible of the good- 

' neſs of Gov, this being a farther proof that he 
had unneceſſarily diſquieted himſelf with anxious 
thoughts. | 

For ſeveral weeks in the harveſt, and about Oo 
the beginning of winter, we met with a wonderful 
train both of ſorrowful trials, and joyful deliver- 
ances, ordered for us by Divine Providence. For 
though a certain miniſter of V. ſent in twelve 
crowns, acquainting us withal that an unknown 
perſon had deſigned them for the hoſpital, who 
deſired in the mean time the prayers of our poor, 

3 in a certain concern they were then engaged in, 
| (wherein alſo I hear the Lonp hath graciouſly 
granted our requeſt ;) and though the rector of a 
ſchool offered us fix crowns in ready money, and 
ſix more by a bill of exchange; beſides ſome other 
ſmall ſums falling i in; yct all this ſeemed too little 

to carry us through the preſent want. 


8 About 
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| | About the ſame time I wrote to you, my dear | 
| Find, as you may remember, that the \ſidertak- | 
ing till went on in the fame manner, without the 
leaſt ſettled proviſion (as they call it, who gene- 
rally labor under abundance of cares, in the midſt 
of their plentiful revenues) for the maintenance 
of the hoſpital, it being ſupported only by ſuch 
gifts as the Lok p was pleaſed to beſtow upon us 
day after day; and that I then had but a few 
crowns lefr. Likewiſe, probably, you may re- 
member that you wrote me word, It is ſtrange 
to ſee that the affair is till carried on in the 
« ſame way; and I take this for a good omen, 
e thinking that you are more happy under theſe, 
* than any other cireumſtances.“ When I re- 
ceived this letter, I had then but fifteen pence in 
ſtore: but ſoon after I had read your letter, a 
ſtudent came, and told me of ſome body, whoſe 
name he would not tell, who ſent for the ſupport 
ot the hoſpital, forty crowns in filver, and five 
ducats in gold. He defired only a receipt, which 
While 1 was writing, a godly miniſter from M. 
came to fee me, and praiſed the Logp, when he 
heard after what manner our want was. juſt then 
ſupplied ; offering me at the ſame time a parcel 
of filver lace, which a gentlewoman at B. now 
groving ſenſible of her vanities, had given him 
tor the relief of our hoſpital, ſhe having ript them 
off from her fine cloaths, wherewith ſhe heretofore 
| | | ulſually 
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uſually endeavored to ſer herſelf out in the eye of | 


the world, with poſitive order that we ſhould not 
ſell it till we had burnt it, for fear that fome 
body elſe would apply it to the ſame ill uſe of 
gratifying their pride. 

But all this was ſoon ſpent, in that extremity 
to which we were reduced. And juſt when the 


laſt penny of our ſtock was laid out, a packet 


came to my hands by the poſt, containing about 
ſixty crowns, which was delivered in fo ſeaſonable 


an hour, that I ſent the packet itſelf to the ſtew- 


ard, as ſoon as it was handed to me, he VOug then 
in great want of money. 

But now I was again as poor as before, and ſo 
little help was brought in this week, that on 
Friday, when the ſteward, according to cuſtom, 
came to me for money, I had but a crown to give 
him. The very ſame evening I happened to tell 
the overſeer of the building, “ You muſt bring 


© me money to-morrow, for my ſtock is quite 


« exhauſted.” In the mean time, the ſteward 
again importuned me for money. I told him he 
had received the laſt crown yeſterday, and I had 
not a farthing left. He aſked, what he thould 
do with the man that uſed to cleave the wood; 
and the women that .cleaned the children; for 


being poor people, they would ſadly want their 


money: adding, If there is but one crown to 


+ be had, I will make ſhift,” TIreplied, “ There 
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4 18 not ſo 1 now in ſtore; but the Lord 


* Knows it is an hoſpital for the poor, and that 


« we have nothing for its maintenance.“ It 


is true,” ſays he; and fo away he went betty 
comfortable. Coming within fight of the hoſ- 


pital, he ſaw a waggon before it, laden with 


corn, which one of our benefactors had cauſed to 
be conveyed thither, (knowing nothing of the 
want we then were reduced to;) at which fight the 
ſteward-was ſurprized with joy, exceedingly ad- 
miring the wonderful Providence of Gop. Vet 
de had till the forementioned concern upon him, 

Pi2, how to get a little ready money for the afore- 


faid poor people, who had been employed in the 


hoſpital. In the mean time it fell out, - that be- 


ſides ſome remnants of cloth, and ſome children's 


ſtockings, five crowns were ſent by a merchant, 


and delivered to him, whom I bade the night be · 


fore to bring me ſome money; who then readily 
ſupplied the want of the ſteward, with as much 


as would ſuffice to pay the cleaver of the wood, 


and the women that cleaned the children. The 
reſt he brought unto me, rejoicing like a child 
that he now was able to bring me ſome money, 
at. bade him the night before, which he never 
thought he ſhould be able ta do. 


The next Monday a patron and well-wiſher to 


our undertaking, ſent in twenty crowns, after he 
Had Wen acquainted ' with our circumſtances ; and 
| another 


PC n 


IIR FOOTSTEPS OF PROVIDENCE. 133 


ether perſon ſent likewiſe twenty crowns more. 


Beſides, the above-mentioned patron, who had 
preſented the hoſpital with a waggon-load of 
corn, ſent afterwards another; and ſome ſmall 
ſams of money alſo came in, whereby we were 


carried through our difficulties for that time, till 
1 received your letter, with a ducat incloſed in it, 


ſent by ſome friend of your's unknown to me. 

And theſe inſtances I was willing here to ſet 
down, that I might give you ſome idea of our 
exerciſe in time of probation z though I am ſuf- | 
ficiently convinced, that narratives of this kind 
will ſeem over-fimple and fanciful to the great 


wits of the age. 


Others have, for want of better judgment, thus 
expreſſed themſelves ; It was no great prize to 
* build an houſe, when he received enough to do 


% jt withal: if we had ſuch incomes, we ſhould 


© not think it hard to provide hkewiſe for fo 
* many people, erect an hoſpital, &c,” But to 


this I ſay, that they who reaſon thus, have no 


right apprehenſions of the matter, ſuppoſing that 
1 do aſcribe to myſelf the feeding of ſo many 


people, and ſetting up an hoſpital. Whereas, if 


ever ſuch a thought ſhould inſinuate itſelf into 
my mind, I ſhould take it indeed for a temptation 
of the devil, and would fight againſt it to the ut- 


moſt of my power. 
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19 ; 5 of the Pſalmiſt: The eyes of all wait upon thee, O 
= Loxp, and thou giveft them their meat in due ſeaſon, 
Thou openeft thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the deſire 0 
every living thing. And of that expreſſion of our 


19 8 every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gov. 
—_ | And how is it poſlible, that ſeeing two hundred 


I ſhould make ſuch a horrid blunder, as preſump- 
tuouſly to ſay, © *Tis I provide for all theſe.” 
I proteſt before the Log, that I take the whole 
undertaking for a work intirely belonging to Gap, 
being the product of his goodneſs, wherein no 
body ought to have any the leaſt regard to me, 
fince I never pretended at all to have any ſhare in 


if I ſhould offer to arrogate any thing to myſelf 
hitherto hath been pleaſed to permit to fall upon 


, ducted me; for fo, all my endeavors and hopes 
muſt be ſhamefully diſappointed, 


The Lord hath carried me through many un- 
trodden ways, which human reaſon had never been 
able to beat through, and hereby hath experi. 
mentally taught me the true meaning of the words 


Saviour: Man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 


| pPerſons dining and ſupping daily in the hoſpital, 


- the praiſes redounding thence. And how foon . 
might the Loxp cut off any ſuch ſelfiſh pretence, | 


in this affair, by leaving me but once to myſelf, 
in paſſing through ſo many various trials, as he 


me, and through which he has wonderfully con- 


But 


. 
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But as for the objection above mentioned, I ſay 
- farther, that I never knew before-hand whence 1 
ſhould be ſupplied, nor with what ſums: and con- 
ſequently, that it is impoſlible for us always to 
make our expences exactly anſwer our income, 
which is ſo uncertain. The laſt inſtance may 
ſufficiently ſhew what ſtraits I find myſelf now 
and then reduced to, inſomuch that there is not 
one crown, nay, nor one groat left: and this hap- 
pens ſometimes at ſuch a time as requires a ſpeedy 
relief, under very preſſing circumſtances. So that 
1 muſt place all my confidence in a comfortable 
expectation of the further emanations of the inex- 
hauſible fountain of Divine Goodneſs, 
It ſeems not ſo difficult for a man to have re- 
courſe to Gop, under the concern of providing 
2 maintenance for his wife and children, fince 
herein he may with more right, and greater bold- 
neſs, lay claim to his fatherly Providence, For 
theſe are nearer related to us than the children 
of others; to the outward maintenance of whom, 
no human law compelleth us. Here one might 
more eaſily ſay, in his applications to the Lozp, 
Log p, thou haſt beſtowed them upon me, and 
{© hope thou wilt alſo take care of them.” And 
yet we obſerve daily, how prone people are to 
| overcharge their hearts with a world of vexatious 
cares, whenever they do not ſee a preſent ſtock to 
provide for their natural relations. All which 
; ſhould 


*. 
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ſhould inſpire us with an hearty ſenſe of the band 


of Gop in this undertaking, and cauſe us n 1 
grudge the praiſes due to Him on this behalf. 


But farther, I am convinced, that the preſump - 


tion of any one, that ſhould have the boldneſs to 
undertake ſuch a4 work only at a venture, and 


upon a_conceit of his own ability, to tempt the 
Providence of Gop, would ſoon caſt him down 


5 beadlong into the bottom of dangerous precipices, | 


and daſh in pieces the towering contrivances of 
his ſelf-conceited wiſdom. And this would expe- | 


| rimentally teach him, that the actual carrying on of 


a buſineſs, was very different from the idle no- 


tions, and whimſical ideas he had framed to him- 


ſelf about it, whilſt ke beheld his projefed enter- 
prize at a diſtance. Which unexpected diſappoint- 
ment, I am ſure, would ſoon check his audaci- 
ous attempt, and make him give over the buſineſs, 
whenever he happened to be led away into ſome 


labyrinth of difficulty, where he might learn, how 
ſhallow a foundation it was to truſt in human ſup- 


ports, which too often leave them in the lurch, 
that over-eagerly hunt after them; partly by rea- 
ſon of the backwardneſs the creature has to ſup- 
port its fellow creatures, and partly by reaſon of 
the utter impotency the creature lieth under, be- 
ing unable to do any good, till the Lonp inſpireth 


it with good thoughts to promote the cauſe of 


Cugisr, and the common good. Now, if not- 
__ ' withſtanding 
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Wichſtanding the intricacy and preſſure of 4 
difficult circumſtances, ſuch an one was dunned 
and called upon all the day long, to ſupply ſuch 
a numerous family, with bread, cloaths, and many 
orher things, it would put a ſudden end to all his 
aerial projects, which were ſo eaſily formed, and fo 
far extended at the time of their contrivance ;z and 
then this queſtion might be put to him, “ Where 


e is now thy boaſting ?” Such a juncture of af- 


fairs would read him a moſt convincing lecture, 
khat Faith was not the work of human invention, 
but intirely of the power of Gop, and conſe- 
quently that it was the greateſt fooliſhneſs to 
aſeribe to himſelf theſe things, the beginning, 


progreſs, and ſucceſs whereof, depend intirely 


upon the aid and ſupport of Divine Grace: which 


would undoubtedly then depart from the crea- 


ture, as ſoon as it offered to graſp into its own. 


poſſeſſion, what of right belongeth only to Gop ; 
rather glorying in the fleſh, than in the Lozp. 

It is not my defign in the leaſt to obſtruct 
hereby the work of faith in others. I wiſh rather 
with all my heart, that every one may, with a full 


aflurance, and unſhaken firmneſs of mind, truſt in 5 


the living Gop, and fo bring forth fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs in greater plenty. 


But this I fay, let every one : be hs of the 


foundation he builds on. Let him beware of all 


oa: of preſumptuous ſelf-conceitedneſs, and 
ih PT of 
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of all felfſh willing and working, even in ſuch 
Projects as ſeem directly to tend to the promotion 
ssd good cauſe. He is to count the coft over 
. and over: I mean, he is to make the ſtricteſt en- 
aauiry into the certainty of his call, or the moving 
. principle he acteth upon, for fear of falling under 
the juſt cenſure of that proverb, This man (and ſo 
_ not the Lonp) ht to build, but i. is not able to, 
WL: |. 
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3 IT For: my part, Lreadily 5 8s chat l is 1 8 
_.- engaged in this affair, and am hardly able to give 
} | any ſufficient reaſon for it. It was, I think, a 
derer guidance of the Lonp, whereby I was car- 
j | f | 1 ria ie the performing of ſuch things, as tended _ 
—_—  . | to an end I had not yet conceived in my ng 
 =j= which inclined me afterwards to frame ſuch 'a 


deſign, whereof at firſt I had not entertained. any 
premeditated project; which being once laid 
down, it became a means, under the Divine Con- 
duct, of carrying on, facilitating, and accompliſh- 
. | ing the whole undertaking: and indeed the ex- 
| * i | | perience requiſite for ſuch a work, grew up along 
_ - with the work itſelf. And I muſt needs ſay, that 
= | if the Loxp had furniſhed me, when I firſt went 
about it, with all that money at once, which-he 
| hath been pleaſed from time to time to beſtow 
upon me, I ſhould never have laid it out ſo well, 
1 as I hope ] have done, now. that i it hath been given 
| . us ſucogihy ely, and at ſuch times when our wants 
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did lie ſenfibly upon us. Such a vaſt ſum of 
money, to the management whereof I never was 
uſed in my life, would have been a greater bur- 
then to me, (if I ſhould have been obliged to 
contrive, how to carry on ſuch an undertaking 
with ſo large a ſtock) than all the trials I hitherto 
have paſſed through. Praiſed be therefore the 
wiſdom of Go, for all, and in all his or 
dealings. 

If any body ſhall offer to brand me with felt 
intereſt in this affair, I can eaſily bear with that 
aſperſion; and ſo much the more eafily, if he be 
of the number of thoſe who know nothing of 
the trials I have undergone, fince I have been 
engaged therein. But more eſpecially, if he do 
not know that I have found greater riches in a 
living faith in Gop, both for me, and my rela- 
tions, than emperors and kings could ever beſtow 
upon us. The Loxp hath graciouſly taught me 
how to underſtand, in the light of faith, the mean- 
ing of that ſaying, Rom. viii. 32, He that ſpared - 
not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
| how ſhall He not with Him alſo freely give us all 
things? And of that of Deut. x. g. Levi hath no 
part nor inheritance with his brethren: the Lord is 
his inheritance, according as the Loxp thy Gop pro- 
- miſed him. I know how much is to be referred to 
the ſhadow of the old covenant in this paſſage ; 
58 a mortified ſelf-denying life, becoming the 
| e true 
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true diſciple of Carr, and confiſting i in a gene- 
rous deſertion of all they have, is more properly 
to be referred to the body and ſubſtance 
the ſhadow and types of the law; the Naur . | 
ing promiſed Himſelf to be their portion, But 
he that never had any experimental taſte of theſe 
promaſes, vis, that he whoſe portion is the Loh |}: 
- wanteth nothing, and that he never is a loſer, tat 
leaveth all for His ſake; ſuch a one will hardly FF} 
be perſuaded to lay aſide his jealous ſurmiſes, be- 
_ cauſe he judgeth others by himſelf, | 
But I find myſelf, much honored friend, fwery- 
ing alittle by this digreſſion from proſecuting the 
account 1 had begun. I muſt then let you know, 
farther, that the Loxv, after the aforeſaid trials, 
hath conducted us, by a gentle pace, to the end 
of the year 1701. Since I received the ducat of C. 
a benefactor ſent four ducats; and another, fifty 
crowns ; and a certain ambaſſador from N. forty 
more. Out of the before-mentioned ſilver mine 
alſo came in two crowns, Moreover, an unknown 
perſon ſent eight buſhels of corn; and the perſon | 
who engaged to furniſh the hoſpital with ſalt, ſent 
in a quantity thereof, A. certain miniſter in ano- 
ther province, had within his parſonage gathered 
a free collection for our hoſpital, amounting to 
forty-one crowns one ſhilling, which he ſent in. 
The forementioned patron, who had uſed every 
new year to beſtow ys crowns upon the hoſpital, . 
ſent 
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ſent them now in before the old year was out : _ ll 
and another of our benefactors ſent two hundred _— 
crowns: alſo a certain prince gave thirty. Not + 
now to mention others, for brevity's ſake z which 

yet are not forgotten before the Logp, or in my 
Ma, 4 v7 = 
Laſt Chriſtmas! our children were treated by a | 
patron, who ordered roaſt meat, and white bread, _ . 
to be provided for them; which made them 41 
very handſome entertainment. ES 

| Beſides thoſe benefits which have bee 3 
gathered in this year, Gop hath excited ſome to 
bequeath in their laſt wills and teſtaments ſeveral 
hundreds of crowns to the hoſpital, which the 

_ Lorp we hope will render forthcoming thereto in 
his time. One alſo who received a ſmall legacy, 
left him by a deceaſed friend, preſented thereof 
fourteen crowns to the hoſpital. There has like- 

' wiſe been ſent ſome ſhifts and caps, ready made, 
with neckcloths, and other things of that na- 5 \ 
ture. A counteſs ſent one hundred and fourteen | 
pounds of butter, and an hundred and fix pounds 4 

of cheeſe. A miniſter ſent flax and linen, with 1 1} 

| 


advice, that a piece of ground was ſown with flax, 
for the uſe of the hoſpital. A certain royal officer 
preſented to the hoſpital half an hundred weight 


| of fiſh, and at another time an hog : and ſome „„ 
| other perſons gave ſome beef for the benefit of 
the 8 
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I forbear to mention all the ſmall ſums of mo- 
ney falling in now and then, not only becauſe it is 
© nor for my purpoſe at preſent, (which is to give 
HI but /ome diſcovery of the gracious dealings, and 
 Providential Footſteps, of our great Gov, for which 
that may ſuffice which has been ſaid already upon 
ttis ſubject) but alſo becauſe I am obliged to 
give a particular accotint only to the Lord, who 
bath intruſted me with the management of this 
affair; to whoſe diſpoſal both our income and 
expences are intirely committed. In the mean 
time, I proteſt that I do not deſpiſe the gift of 
| any, let it be never ſo ſmall; becauſe I, on one 
. hand, keep my eyes fixed on Him who inclineth 
5 the heart, and, on the other, on the inward prin- 
ciple of that ſincere and cordial affection, whence 
ſuch charitable emanations are derived; ſo that 
now and then a few groats are as neceſſary and ac- 
| ceptable, as hundreds of crowns at fome other 
; times. As for inſtance, when once a poor ſervant, 
knowing nothing of the great want I was then 
juſt reduced to, offered me two crowns, being the d 
product of her daily labor, and preſented it to -- | 
- the hoſpital, as a ſacrifice of her ſincere charity, « 
to be ſpent for the poor. And when, at another 
time, a well-inclined friend, coming from a 
journey, offered me a crown, which was given 
him by the way, for the hoſpital. Such, and the 
like Artle ſums, falling in at ſeaſonable hours, have 
| ow oy 
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often left as deep an impreſſion of Gop's tender 

Providence upon my mind, as, at. another time, 

moſt oonſiderable ſupplies. The- Loxp be the 

exceeding great reward of all thoſe who have caſt 

in ſomething for our ſupport, in that day wherein 
every one ſhall reap the fruit of his works, whether 
they be good or evil. 

I cannot forbear to mention here by the way, 

: 4 Cabinet of Rarities, which, for the benefit of our 
* pupils, at firſt began to be erected upon ſome free 
gifts of certain benefactors, and is ſince increaſed 

to a pretty good number of fine — curious 
pieces of nature and art. | 

In the mean time, the building of chi hoſpital 
itſelf was advanced about Eaſter 1701, to ſuch a 

degree, that the three principal ſtories were made 
Habirable and uſeful. After this the ground floor 
was got ready for the apothecary's ſhop, and the 
printing-houſe ; the former whereof was actually 
ſet up there in the beginning of the ſummer, and 
the latter, about the beginning of autumn, and 
both of them, thanks be to Gop, ate now in a 
pretty good ſtate. The laboratory belonging to 
the: apothecary $ Ps or e was erected 
in the yard. 

The uppermoſt parts of the new building were 
finiſhed, the chimnies perfected, and the ſtoves 
ſet up in their places, about the ſame time. The 
old houſe, which was bought in 1698, (formerly 
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an 5 has been zined to the new houſe, and 0 
fittetl up for a dwelling- place and a ſchool for the 
girls, as the new houſe contains the lodgings and 
1 chool for the n which greatly facilitates Our | 

; We d oß⸗ e 705 the order obſerved 
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the finiſhing of the building, has alſo proved a 11 


means to uſe the children to a more regular prac- 


tiee of handy - craft trades, which hitherto was not 


fo practicable, by reaſon of the ſeveral hired 
the progreſs made therein is but little as yet; and 
he beſt method we have hitherto found of putting 


ãt aàn motion, is by exerciſing the #nitting trade; a 


maſter whereof is actually taken in. The children 
are made to apply themſel ves to it, with this dif- 


5 a that ſome of them work more hours when 


they are at it, than others. Now that which is 


requited of the knitting · maſter confifts, at Athy 


my in the following particulars: _ 

1. That he come in the morning about an 
dee away at night about the ſame hour. 
2. That he divide the wool into three forts; 
the beſt whereof is to be uſed for ſuch ſtockings 


as are to be ſold; the middle fort, to make the 
children ſtockings; and the coarſeſt, either for 


gloves to the children, or to line rherr 0 | 
or for ſome other er., 


3. This . 
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3. That he have always wool made ready for 
88 before that be ſpent which they are 
about, and take care that the wool be well carded 
and dreſſed, as alſo well ſpun. But in this laſt, 


— 


the children have not yet made any conſiderable 
progreſs, for as much as it requires a Jong practice 


to make one dextrous at it. 


+4 That when he receives of children what Wen 5 


s ſpun, he weigh it, and keep every one's 
worſted by itſelf, and give notice to the. tutor, 
whether the children have performed their taſk 
as they ought to do, or not, that the taſk of every 


one being marked down in a book appointed 


for that purpoſe, - * as have been idle may be 
rebuked. 5 

5. That he at once weigh off ſo much worſted 
to a boy, as is required for a pair of ſtockings, 


which the boy is to keep till the ſtockings are 
done, and when he has got them ready, the maſter 


is to weigh the ſtockings again, to ſee whether all 
the worſted has been uſed, or whether the boy 
has waſted any of it. . 5 

6. That he take a more particular care of about 
half a dozen boys, to make them perfect in knit- 


ting within the ſpace of a month, or ſix weeks; 


yet ſo as not to overlook the reſt. 

Now as the Loxp hitherto hath accompanied 
theſe ſmall endeavors with his bleſſing, ſo I can- 
not forbear to mention ſtill another particular; 
c 3 which 
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which is; the ſettibg up of out bookſellers s 1 
whereby he hath given us à freſh inſtance that 
He. is able to actompliſh the work which he hath 
begun. For when, about four years ago, a ſermon 
concerning the Duties of Chriſtians towards the Poor, 
was publiſhed, and we had no thoughts of ſetting 
up a bookſeller's ſhop, Providence was pleaſed to 
make this the occaſion thereof, and actually to 
teach the perſon who was employed about the 
printing that diſcourſe, what was his particular 
duty towards the poor; to be afterwards per- 
formed: And indeed he hath carried it on to this 
day, out of a tender regard towards them, being 
now fully intruſted with the management both of 
the bookſeller's ſhop and the printing-houſe. 
- Afterwards it fell out, that another ſermon, 
treating upon the Faftification of a Sinner before 
GOD, was put out at the tequeſt of ſome friends ; 
wherein the. hidden defigtis of Divine Providence 
were ſoon” after diſcovered; for this proved the 
beginning of a whole ſet of ſermons, which were 
ſucceſſively publiſhed, upon all the Goſpels read 
in the Church throughout the whole year. 
Before half theſe ſermons were publiſhed, his 
Priffian Majeſty was graciouſly pleafed to confer 
the privilege of ſetting up both a bookſelter's ſhop 
anda printing-houſe. However, at th: t time, either 
of them was as yet out of our reach, both for 
want of money requiſite for ſuch an undertaking, 
. 5 and 
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and of a duly qualified for managing and 
carrying on the ſame, But, for all that, we had 
good hopes that the Log would bring it to bear, 
in its appointed time, S 
In the mean while, the aforefaid EN wha 
art ſet about this work, purſued it conſtantly, 
and, within à ſhort ſpace of time, puſhed it on ſa 
far, that he wanted more hands to aſſiſt him. 
When this came to be known, ſome perſons, out 
of a principle of ſellf · intereſt, did their utmoſt to 
put a ſtop to it; but the Lqzp, who had laid the 
foundation, was ablg enough to protect it, and 
bring it qo a full ſettlement, whigh many have 
wpndered at, | 
It proved a powerful bel p to this 3 
when Dr. Spener, out of a tender concern for 
the hoſpital, granted us permiſſion to print his 
Paraphraſe on the firſt epiſtle of John, and to 
make over to the hoſpital the benefit reſulting 
from thence: which afterwards was followed with 
his Reſponſa Theologica, making up four volumes 
in quarto, : 
The aforeſaid treatiſe on the Grſt epiſtle of Juba, 
was printed in the year 1699, about Eaſter; in 
exchange for ſeveral copies wherepf, we received 
ſome other books, at the yearly fair of Leipſick, 
kept about this time; being now fully reſalved to 
furniſh our ſhop with a good ſtock of books, 
which other bogkſcllers offered for ours, 
U 2 We 
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but ſoon finding it too ſmall, we were abliged to 


take in others that were larger, till at laſt it was 


quite removed into the new hoſpital, and fixed 


in à room particularly appointed for it, which 


was done Auguſt 2, 1500; where it has been kept 


ever ſince under God's bleſſing to this day. 


But the overflowing corruption of this age be- 
ing alfo crept into the bookſeller's ſhop, by means 


of abundance of ſeandalous pamphlets, the ſcrib- 
blers and ſellers whereof have, in theſe latter times, 


too much peſtered the world, we ſoon obſerved 
that the ſelling and diſperſing of ſuch books, 
would not. only draw a dreadful curſe after it, 
put charge alſo the hoſpital with the fins of all 
that ſhould buy ſuch books, (reading whereof 


generally gives a laſting tincture of many impure 


hotions, being ſtuffed with nothing but fooliſh 
evaporations of an idle brain) we induftriouſly 


avoided all ſuch papers or pamphlets as were ac- 


commodated to the cortupt palate of the age. 
And if perhaps one or two of them were brought 
in with other books, they were no ſooner Ace. 
vered than committed to the flames. 

Out of the ſame principle, we have laid aſide 
that ſinful cuſtom of over- rating our books, now 


too much grown into faſhion; and, according to 


our Saviour's doctrine , Tea hath been yea, and Nos 
"ay, with us. 


As 
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As the honor of Gop, and the edification of our 
A creatures, is the very mark we hitherto have 
endeavored to keep our eyes fixed on, ſa we have 

done our utmoſt to direct our projects to this main 
| ſcope; and accordingly, beſides a German Bible, 
haye publiſhed other ſuch hooks as might anſwer 


this great end: a catalogue of the chief whereof 
: 8 8 fit here to ne 


Cas Seng id Liv af the Takia: 4to, 
— Character of a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; taken 
out of the writings of the holy fathers, and 


according to the ſenſe of the OY church. 
8vo. 


Barnabas and Clement's Epiſtles, ns: into High 
Dutch. x2mo. 15 


hallen s preſent State of the Church of England. 
vo. | | 
Boehmer's Jus Parochiale, 4to. 
Eraſmus's Miles Chriſtianus. 8vo. | 
Franck*s, Auguft Herman, Set of Sunday Sermons - 
—_ the Goſpels, 4to. 
Funeral Sermon, preached at the interment 
a Madam Stryke. 
- Accqunt of the Riſe ad Peg of the 
x „ at Glaucha without Hall; diſcovering 
the moſt remarkable Footſteps of Divine Pro- 
vidence in the erecting and managing the ſame. 
A0. 


Franck's 
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Franck's Treatiſe Wer 5 * of Hunkan 
Fearfulneſs. 12mo. 


— Efay upon the e aner — 


- the Subſtance of the whole Scripture. With 
an Appendix, wherein, by way of application, 
is ſhewn, how the doctrine of Chxlsr's Reſur- 


rection has been pointed at in _ pes 15 a 


be Old Teſtament. 8 vo. 


Aud Chriſtian Prudence. 40. 5 
_— The fame Subject of Education . 


in a Preface prefixed 'to the Archbiſhop of 
Cambray's Treatiſe concerning the nnn 


of Daughters, 12mo., 7 


L 


| — Manductio ad Lectionem . Una 


cum Additamentis Regulas Hermeneuticas de 

Affectibus, & Enarrationes ac Introductiones 
ſuceinctas in aliquot Epiſtolas Paulinas com- 
plectentibus. 12 mo. 


—— Some plain and ſhort Ds concerning 


the true practical reading of the Bible. 12mo. 

—— Introduction to the Bible, eſpecially the New 
Teſtament ; wherein more particularly the Scope 
of every book of th x 


of eaſy queſtions and anſwers, in order to be 


£ taught to children. Fitted for the uſe df ſchool- 


- maſters, ſtudents in divinity, and ſuch as are 
employed in catechifing. 12mo, - 


& 


Eſſay on Education of Children to > Pie 


ew Teſtament is laid 
open. Together with an Appendix, containing 
the ſubſtance of the treatiſe, reduced to a form 


i "_ 
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Nan Seheme, containing both the duty of a 


oi 


— Some Directions concerning Cotverſation and 
Retiredneſs; and how a Chriſtian may, in each 


Miniſter in relation to his congregation, and 
the duty of the Congregation in relation of the 


3 improvement of the paſtoral duty. 
More particularly concerning the right cele- 


brating of the great Feſtivals, of the Lokp's 


day, of the Apoſtles days, of faſt days, of 
Lent. Likewiſe the repeating of ſermons, the 
. catechetical exerciſes, the week ſermons and 
lectures, the duty of prayers, and, generally, 


the right and ſaving application of the Word 


< of Gop. Printed heretofore under the title of 


A Memorial for Glaucha, and ſuited to the ſtate 


of his congregation, wherein 1 it Was about the 


year 1693. 


— character of Timothy, drawn up and un- 


folded for the imitation of all ſtudents i in divi- 
_ nity. 12m0. 


— Meditation upon Grace and Truth; John i. 
17. wherein the true ſcriptural notion of theſe 
words (containing ſummarily the fundamental 
points of Chriſtian religion) is enquired into: 
ſhewing withal how a Chriſtian, from a lively 


and experimental knowledge thereof, may draw 
comfort and virtue for 82 growth in the in- 


Ward life. 


of them, keep up a good conſcience, and im- 


prove them to a ſpiritual uſe. 12mo. 
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-# ranck's bebe Diſcourſe .6 to 8 Duty of 
_ Praiſes and Thankſgivings. Delivered in the 
nen lyserected W at n about 
Hall. 3 9 ö 
— Two Letters to W p es SIGN con- 

taining ſeveral particular points of Chriſtian 
| Religions eſpecially. vndkr this OM . 
, 5 1 
An Exhortatory Diſcourſe x upon ah „ 

ninth Pſalm, for ſpiritually improving the Co- 
ronation day of his Pruſſian Majeſty, being the 
- 18th of January, 1701. Delivered i in the Hoſ- 
- pital at Glaucha. gto. 
ze Order and Method of Teaching in the 
Collegiate School (now called Pedogogium 
5 erected at Glaucha. 4to. 


— Præcipua Capita quihus Pædagogium Glau- 

cha Halenſe differt a peri z Scholis Publicis 

Fn. | 

Of the great Decay of Church Diſcipline, 

and the Neceſſity of reviving it: being a Pre- 
face prefixed before Mr. Seidel's treatiſe againſt 


gaming, tippling, dancing, drinking clubs, and 
other conventicles of that nature. | 


— Eflay how a Man may enter into kiwſef, 


in order to retrieve a true ſenſe of Piety : in 
. a Preface before a treatiſe of a ſimilar nature. 
- 12m0. 
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Franck) on what Encouragement! and Edification 
one may draw from the Examples of the pri- 
el Chriſtians: in a Preface before ws 
Weller's Martyr Book. 8 vo. : . 


— Of a deceitful Convection, upon the words 
in Hoſea vii. 16. In a Preface to Mr. Wiegleb's 
Treatiſe about the right uſe of mes 5 Cate- 
chiſm. | a 5 | 


— Effay upon Luther's High Dutch Tranſla. 
tion of the Bible; wherein, by a collection of 

5 | many paſſages compared with the original text, 
is modeſtly ſhown that this veto wants to be 

"refined." 4 7 Chet 

— Apologetical Pieces concerning the afore- 

: going ſubject, and ſome falſe imputations and 
innovations charged upon the author. 


— Treatiſe upon the Duty of Prayer; whereto, 
by way of an Appendix, is annexed a Reſponſum 
Theologicum, or determination of the divines of 
the univerſity of Kiel, in Holſatia, about the 
certainty of Gop's gracious granting what one 
_ Prays for. Occaſioned by a remarkable caſe of 
a man, who, by his prayers, cured many perſons 5 
lying dangerouſly ill. An account whereof is 
given at large, and the aforeſaid Reſponſum 
_ Theologicum about ſuch extraordinary gifts ſub- 
joined, with approbation of the perſons con- 
cerned therein. e 
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wine Phe Love Theology; vr the Life and Works 
f Catherine de Geno#, done but of Mr. Poirer' 5 
Frenel edition; 12m6. | 


Kt 5, Balthaſar, Myſtical Divinity; ; with Dr. 


- | Spenet's Preface. 8 Vo. 
== Treatife'of New Obedience. hen „„ 
Michuelis,  Foh. Heuric. W de eee 


Ebraicis. 8 vo. To 


Hetenſen s, Job. Will. Scriptural Catechiſm. 12mo. 
| Peterſtn's, Fane Bleonore, Spiritual Combat; un- 


folding the nature of this combat, the difficul- 


ties, impediments, doubts, and other practical 


points; ſet forth under the emblem of the feven 
churches, mentioned by St. John in the Revela- 
tion, and their ſeveral dif e myſtically or 
internally applied. amo. 
Regins, Urbanus, Cunxisr 8 Diſcourſe 0 his 5 
N in his way to Emmaus, paraphraſed, 5 
VO. 


2 Sener 65 Philip Fames, Paraphraſe on 5 firſt epiſtl 


of John. 4t0. | 
—— Reſpotifa Theologica, 4 tom. 4to. 
Nokias, Saviuet, De Cautelis Teſtamentorum. Lat, 


Vac kerod a, Gottfried, Eoquity in into the nature of 5 


things commonly called d ferent ; 2 29855 Mr. 
Roth. Md © 
— Victory of Truth; againſt the ſame. 
Wiegleb's, Ferome, Treatiſe upon the chief Hind- 
rances in the Work of Converſion. 5 12mo. | 
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July the 38th, the Lokn gave us a freſh propf 
of his favor herein towards the hoſpinal ; for while 
we were conegrned about the neceffaries far put - 

ting the preſs in order, we met with a goed op- 
portunity of an AY lettats and aan 
utenſils. 

In ordering this affair, we were ke up fill 
eee and then a compoſitor, and ſome 
gther warkmen, were actually employed; and 

fince that time, vc preſſes have been always kept 
3 going. 
1 _ Likewiſe ſame of EN boys bred in the bas 

tal, have been emploxed in learning this trade, 

whereby in time the way get an honeſt wien 


ſeveral orefles” in ' Hall, « or ſome other places, we 
have met with many diſappoiptments, which are 
naw, by fo regular a ſettlement, happily prey 
vented, and every thing relating to the hoſpital 
rendered effectual, by the joint concurrence of all 
theſe eſtabliſhments, _ 

Na leſs hath been the 1 ied to 
the hoſpital by means of the gporbecary's ſhop; ſo 
that we are utterly unable to make a return of 
thanks ſuitable ta the benefits we have received 
at the hand of Gop. Mention hath been made 
already, in the foregoing narrative » What hard 

X 2 circum- 
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circumſtances we lay under, on account of the 


fick and diſeaſed in the hoſpital, and how the 
Lok p fuccoured us in fo fad à juncture, by pro- 


Yn us with a ſpecific, called Elixir Polychreftun, 


* 


the burning and malignant 2 _ | 


5 then raged. in our hoſpital. 


Soon after another medicine came 0 our hand, 


called Mogifterium Diaphoreticum, being very uſeful | 
to carry off the ſcabby and ſcurvy eruptions, and 
_ other diſtempers of that nature, incident to hoſ- 
pitals; which has this particular virtue, that 
although it procures a large ſweat to the patient, 


yet it doth not in the leaſt diminiſh his ſtrength, 


but rather refreſh and revive the ſpirits. It is 


alſo uſeful in feyers, tooth. ach, AT ana 
Pe deſtroying of worms. 5 
But the Providence of the Lonxůẽ was more 
eminently diſcovered in another medicine, called 
Eſeentia Dulcis, by the uſe whereof many perſons, 


„ who were almoſt ſpent under ſeveral languiſhing 


diſtempers, have been happily reſtored, and after 
their recovery, excited to praiſe and extol the 
Name of Gop, And although this medicine doth 
not properly belong to the apothecary's ſhop, it 
being, as well as ſome few others, prepared apart 
by the phyſician himſelf, in a laboratory, yet he 


- Furniſheth the apothecary's ſhop therewith ; and 


whatever we get by it, is intirely laid out for the 


uſe of the * and other diſtreſſed perſons ; 


a 9 855 
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à great many people having already enjoyed the 
beneſit thereof, even ane the * of the | 
bee e N 
= TROP inſtance, a anon belly under a 
grievous diſtemper, and conſtantly confined to her 
bed for ſeven, years, was almoſt ſpent with ul- 
cers, both internal and external, ſhewing them- 
ſelves almoſt every month, and caufing the moſt 
furious pains: her breaſt was very much diſot- 
dered, and this attended with other diſmal acci- 
dents; for her back-bone was, by the laſling 
violence of the diſtemper, become crooked, and 
one of her arms, and one of her legs, were the 
| breadth of two fingers ſhorter than their oppoſites, 
This ſad and violent diſtemper was at laſt con- 
quered by the uſe.of this medicine; ſo that, under. 
God's bleſſing, ſhe was not only ſet free from her 
raging pain, but her contracted limbs were fo far 
extended in one night, that they regained their 
juſt proportion, and her back-bone was likewiſe 
reſtored to its natural Rn, ſo that now the 1 18 able 
1 go without help. 


It has likewiſe been obſerved, that chi is Eſthtia 
Dukis cheereth up nature, promotes reſt and fleep, 
and conſequently is very uſeful for old and de- 
cayed people. It has a ſpecial effect upon the 

ſtone and gravel; an inſtance whereof has been 
ſeen in a perſon, affected therewith to ſuch a de- 
gee, that he refolyed to ſubmit to the painful 
operation 


2 5 


by. 


* 
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- operation of outing, being ſcarce able to ſtir or 
help himſelf at all; but by the uſe of this medi- 

cine, he was reſtored ſo far, that he could either 

walk on foot, or endure the ſhaking gf a coach. 


Not nom ta mention its other ſignal effects, ip 


cCur ing the gout, palpitations of the heart, falling 


ſickneſs, the chalic and conyulfigns, ane 9 


de fight; and the like. 


The furgeons have found it very ka in | 
Cancers, and ather ulcers which ſeemed to be in» 


curable, It has alſo reſtored withered limbs to 


their farmer vigor and proportion, being only 
outwardly anginted therewith, Thoſe that are 
gonſtant Jahorers in our hoſpital, have reaped no 


mall benefit by it, and 1 myſelf habe reaſon to 


praiſe the Lorp for the effect it has had upon 


me; it being of ſuch a nature that it reviveth = 


the ftrength and vigor of the bady tired aut by 
hard work, But a particular Paper being printed, | 


fetjing forth more at large the virtues of this 


medicine, | ferhear at preſent ta mention any more 
of it. 


It would require too prolix a aariative, if i: 


ſhould give an account in particular, of every 
ſtep of Divine Providence, eſpecially how the 
Lorp hath inclined the heat of many eminent 


_ perſons to join their endeavors for ſupparting the 


undertaking, after it was begun. Amongſt ethers, 
he AP. been FOR to excite a well-diſpoſed 
phy ſician 
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phyſician to communicate to che hoſpital ſore of 
his Artand Medird, which he by experience has 
found extraordinary uſeful in moſt deſperate caſes. 
All which make us hope that the Loky will 
farthet enable us, even in this point, the more 
effectually to ſupport all manner 0 DI and 

diſtreſſed . 

After this account I have you; moſt ho- 
noted friend, of the ſeveral bleſſings which hitherto 
we have met with in erectitg the bookſeller's and 
apothecary's hop, yo may poſſibly be apt to 
think that, under ſuch citcumſtances as I have 
been deſeribing, the hoſpital might in great patt 
de maintained by the products of theſe revs fbun- 
ations, and fo you may wonder at ſuch hard trials 
as have been mentioned before. But to undeceive 

you in this affair, you muſt know, that the eatry- 
ing oh of theſe ſeveral eſtabliſhments (tending to 
a farors ſupport of the undertakihg) has hithetts 
father increaſed, than leſſened the dificultics. It 
is true, that whenſoever the wheels of theſe ſeve- 
ral conſtitutions ſhall be all ſet a-going, and the 
children have arrived to ſome perfection in the 
management of their work, this may prove, in all 
appearance, a powerful ſupport for the hoſpital, 
and 6 fatisfy at laſt that unbelieving and waver- 
ing fort of people, which hitherto have doubted 
fo much of the ſuccefs of the affair, becauſe there 
was no fixed fund provided for it. But ſo long 
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_ 10 things are not brought to a firm and ſets 


led Late, Lefoeciahty. a being no more money 


provided for eſtabliſhing theſe, and carrying them 
on, than for the hoſpital. itſelf) any rational man 
may eaſily conclude, that the hoſpital cannot reap 
35 yet any benefit from them. But 1 muſt needs 
ſay, that even this I take for one of the moſt 


eminent ſteps the wonderful Providence of Gop 
hitherto hath traced out before us, vi. that for 


the ſettling of theſe conſtitutions, we have had no 


other fund than we had fog erecting the hoſpital 


ſelf, which was only the pita as 
and goodneſs of Gov. .' 14 

After we had thus been e e 20 FOR 1 
proofs, of Gop' s tender, regard to the poor, we, 
reſolyed then to promote, under his blefling, the 
four following things, which in time to come 
may prove inſtrumental to the facilitating this 
buſineſs, Viz, 1. The bookſeller's Jhop. 2. The 


Privilege of a printing- houſe. 3. The apothecary's 
Hop. 4. The children's conſtant work. From 


whence it may ſufficiently appear, that theſe par- 
ticular undertakings have been no leſs attended | 
with frequent trials, than the ſetting up the hoſ- 
pital irfelf, and which were only to be conquered 


by prayer, and faith in the Lon p; fo that the 
_ hying down a particular account of all the'cir- 
cumſtances of theſe ſeveral. foundations, would | 
take up too much time. In ſhort, neceſſity ieſelf 


has 
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has taught us, chat whatſoever money is wo 


Fe theſe means, ought not to be laid out for any 


nber uſe, but to be intirely employed i in improy= 
ing that ſtock from whence it ſprung, unleſs we 


Would ſee a ſudden decay thereof. 


By this large account of the hocpital, you, 


my moſt honored friend, may perhaps be inclined 


to imagine, that my thoughts muſt needs be em- 


ployed in, and hurried about with the manage- 
ment of every branch thereof, and conſequently 


00 much diſtracted, and ſo hindered in the diſ- 


charge af my paſtoral office, But I have already 
 Aaid, in the foregoing account, that every brauch 
Has a particular, and that a faithful overſeer, to 

carry it on: ſo that I am only concerned therein, 


Ido far as it falleth under a mutual debate, both of 


them, in their ſeveral places, and of nyſelf, as the 
preſent direitor; and this is confined to an hour 
after ſupper, which, by reaſon of my circum- 
ſtances, I could not put to-any other uſe. 

But here I cannot forbear mentioning two 65. 


Facles, which hitherto. have given me a great deal 


of trouble, though I endeavor to make the beſt I 


can of ſuch yneaſy and perplexing accidents. One 


is, that people fancy that I am plentifully pro- 
vided with ready money, laid up in ſtore; which 


falſe ſuppoſition encourages them to make fre- 
quent addreſſes to me, that I would beſtow ſome 


of it upon them; and ſometimes they aſk for pretty 


„ large , 
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large ſums, which ſome would borrowzand others 

beg: and this happens often at ſuch a time, when, 
in all * they _ have more 5 
%%% ĩ . L008 
Now though 1 bot only lay ende . he 


moſt ſenſible proofs; to convince them; that the 0 


refuſal of their demand is not the effect of want 
of rharity, but of ability; and alſo endeævor to ſhew 
them how the Lonp has confined every one to 


| certain limits of aſſiſting his fellow creatures, be- 
yond which he is not: able to go; that ſo people 


may be reſtrained from idolizing creatures and 


human ſupports, inſteac of adoring Him who is 


the ine xhauſtible fountain of Seca yet many 
will not acquieſce in ſuch and the like demonſtra- 


tions, but give way to malignant ſuſpicions, Which 


after wards breed ſtanders, and other vices of that 
kind; eſpecially when they believe ſuch ground- 
leſs reports as have been ſpread _— of- * 
Plynty of our hoſpital. 1 
The other ohſtacie and d ifficulty the buſineſs) lies : 


1 is this, that ſeveral people, both from 
neighbouring and diſtant places, importune me 
rhat they may be maintained here, or received 
into the hoſpital ; failing of their defired ſucceſs 
in their reſpeCtive places and vocations. And I 


muſt confels, that ſuch circumſtances have given 


me ſtill a fuller diſcovery of the deceitfulneſs of 
men's hearts. The wonderful Providence of Gop, 


T1” Nn VO 


„ 
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whereby ſo many hay e- hitherto been maintained 


in this hoſpital, ſhould. prove a means to make 


people draw nearer to Him, who is the impartial 
and inexhauſted Spring, from whence all the 


rivulets of ſo many endearing and raviſhing proofs n 


of Divine Mercy have ſprung; and who is moſt 
ready to preſerve every one's ſoul and body, if 
they will but ſhake off the pollutions of the world, 
and ſubmit with cheerfulneſs to the will of Gop, 
under all the diſpenſations of his Providence; and 
not put their truſt in men, which indeed is a moſt 
| abominable idolatry. But now we may obſerve 
how the heart of man takes every thing by the 
wrong handle, and inſtead of tracing out the true 
Well Spring by ſuch ſtreams as flow out from 
thence, is too apt to gape after ſome ſmall ema- 
nations, and to acquieſce therein; though they 


are immediately dried up, and utterly cut off, as ö 


ſoon as the Fountain witholds its ſupply. 
If one offers to rectify the notions of ſuch per- 
ſans, and to give them an infight into the moſt 
ardent and affectionate love of Gop towards them 
| that have a ſincere regard to his honor, to raiſe 
thereby in them, if poſſible, ſome reciprocal flames 
of love, or to inſpire them with an hearty confi- 


dence in ſo gracious a Maſter, they yet remain 
ſtrangers to the poꝛver of faith, and colour over 


their unbelief with theſe and the like expreſſions: 
1 Fm though they had no want of truſt in Gov, 
; £ © Pe 5 * 2 EY " yet 
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yet the Loxp did not t without maul „ 


| conſidering that Gop is alſo ſüpreme Maſter of 


all means, able by Hinuſelf to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all we aſk or think; provided we 


mind our duty, which is to wait patiently for his 


help, and with conſtant prayer and ſelf-denial, 
make our application to Him; committimg our- 
ſelves to the government of his Providence, with 

ſuch a refignation as becomes a creature, and child 
of Gop, to pay to his Creator and Father. 
The Lord have mercy upon ſuch poor people! 
and ſhew them, that ſo far as they caſt their eyes 
on me, they: thereby decline from the true ſcope 


| of the whole undertaking ; which is not in the 
leaſt to ſet up any thing that may, leſſen people's 
dependence upon the Loxn; pi leſs that they 
make any thing of me; knowing well enough that 
l am but a poor unprofitable ſervant, and undone 


Worm, if the Lozp. withdraw himſelf from me. 
I ſhould be ſatisfied; if every one would but learn 
fo much by my example, as to know by experience 


the meaning of that expteſſion : ¶ hen this poor 


man cried, the Lord beard him, and delivered him 


out of all his troubles: arid fo rely intirely upon 


Him, Who being the moſt independent Good, 


hath an everlaſting ſpring within himſelf, and ſo ; 


q infinitely able to help. But this will teach them 
alſo, that as the Lord doth not hear ſinners, they 


are thence On to ſubdue their unbelieving 


5 hearts, 
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hearts, and the whole bent of their corrupted 
nature, ſincerely concerning chemſelves about an 
Wh ao reformation of their lives. > = 
Whereas, moſt honored friend, if 1 md « en b 
nive at ſuch groſs miſtakes as 1 Juft now have 
mentioned, and take iti all manner of people that 
come in my way, and even thoſe who act upon a 
mere ſecular principle, (theſe being generally of 
a looſe converſation, and very importunate, Which 
after wards breeds abundance of other diſorders, 
thar get too ſoon the aſcendent over young peo- 
ple) nothing would enſue but a moſt certain ca- 
taſtrophe of the whole undertak ing. 
I think it not my duty to intruſt any perſon 5 
with the managemen* of any part of the hoſpital, 
except I diſcover in him a real ſenſe of religion, | 
Joined with a generous reſolution to renounce all | 
|  earnal bye-ends in ſo important a place. And I do 
not engage with any that are ſtrangers to me, nor 
do I recommend ſuch to others, for fear 1 might 
 deftaud my neighbour with falſe coin, under pre- 
tence of performing the part of a friend. | 4 
Now if, notwithſtanding all this circumſpe&tion = J 
which I think neceſſary in ſuch a juncture, I ſome- 9 
times take a falſe ſtep, then I readily confeſs that 
I am but a man; yet willing to mend to my ut- 
moſt ſuch things as may be diſcovered to me e that | 
want reformation. | 
Any nian that is himſelf concerned in thi ma· 
nagement of an undertaking of this nature, beſt 


| OVIDENCE: - 
* knows the Kiffieutcies: cir] 1 eſpecially if 
_ | ofje conſiders the neceſſity of good and faithful . 
borers, on one hand, and the ſcurcity of ſuch, on 
dme other keeping thoſe at a diſtance who make 
- worldly gain or ſelf· inteteſt their aim, and 1 
prove good for nothing, but are apt to crea- 
miſchief and diſorders. But he that never was 
| himſelf engaged in ſuch an affair, commonly finds 


* 


1 the greateſt. fault with them who labor in it, be- 7 


| cauſe he hath no other idea of it, than what he 


. frameth i in his own idle fancy, without any actna! 
1 experience of thoſe . which: n e as 5 


are employed therein. Pr 

: The overflowing corruption of our ade is ar- 
; 551 to ſuch an height, that one cannot enough 
lament the languiſhing condition religion lies 
under; which is the cauſe that in ſuch a juncture 
of K ofbics, and under the concurrence of ſo; various 
without views hon Apo x to em tb befides an” 
uneaſy and unprofitable anxiety to hindelf, * It is 
indeed a work of the abſolute power of God, to 

make a way through theſe difficulties; who yet, in 


the mean time, will have us reſt ſatisfied in the pre- 


ſent diſpenſation of his grace, and that we heartily 


85 mpg ts to be found faithful in our ſtation, 


It often cames into my mind, that if the rich 


men of this world, who are ſo forward to hoard 
VP treaſures hs n and 8 nn. 
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had 3 much charity as money, it would then 
prove no hard matter to ſet up workbouſes every 
where; and thereby to prevent, at leaſt, the frivo- 
lous excuſes of ſome, who are too apt to tell us, 
that no work was cut out for them, though they 
were never ſo willing to get their living thereby. 
Alas! how many poor ignorant ſouls might be 
reſcued from the dominion of fin and Satan, and 
fo brought back to the Loap by ſuch, and the 
like, charitable in ſtitutions. But indeed it ſeems 
to me, that riches: are now attended with ſecret 
- judgments: of Gon, eating out, as it were, that 
little ſatisfaction which the owners might other- 
wiſe reap from them, ſo that they prove a torment 
and daily vexation, both to them that are in pur- 
ſiuit after, and thoſe that are poſſeſſed of them, 
who put themſelves to a great deal of trouble and 
diſquiet upon that account. Hence it is, that they 
fall into moſt violent quarrels and law-ſuits about 
an handful of money, and expoſe themſelves to 
| thieves and robbers, and to a number of other 
aMiQting accidents, which vſually accompany the 
— poſſeſſion of the things of this world. Whereas 
_ rhey might prove the means of doing much good, 
beſides the joy and inward ſatisfaction that would 
infallibly redound to the poſſeſſors, if they ma- 
naged well their riches. No ſooner now are ſuch 
covetous niggards dead, but the greedy inheritors 
: a an 8255 ſo unhappily hoarded up, will waſte 
Gl both 


_ 1 contrivances come to n 


bach ae . their es with pomp and 

| ſuperfluities. All which cnay give us a ſufficient. 
Joſigbt, both into che foojithneſs of people thus 
chartued with uncertain eiches, and che judgment of = 
| Gov following at the heel: of ſuch ſiuful idolatry. 


But doth the Lon p want the help of rich and 
wealthy people? and is He not able to bring about 


his defigas without them # or is He ſo poor that 
de buſt depend upon their ſupport ? Surely no. 
The truth is, that many haue made 'themſelves 
unte to prove inſtrumental in furthering ſo 

great. a bleſſing by their riches, which indeed were 
Siven them to advance ſuch noble aud charitable 
by hem, to ſatisfy cha cravings of a.covetous diſ- 
poſition. Many who pretend more than others to 


a ſenſe of charity, ſeem often big with abundance 


of ſpecious projets; which, they ſay, ſhall in their 
Prater feajor be put in execution; but expecting 
duch an opportunity as beſt ſuits their fancy, and 

ſo deferring thoſe from one time to another, they 
at laſt find themſelves involved in ſuch circum- 


gances, chat they would fain be doing ſome good. 
but it being then out of their reach, all e 


Bleſſed therefore are thoſe; rich men ch re- 
gard the Apoſtle's exhortation, 1 Tim. vi. 17—19. 


nat high-mined, nor truft in uncertain riches, hut in 


— — 


Gharge them that are rich in this or lu, thut they*be - 


the 
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the living Go D, 200 giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy. That they do good, that they be rich in good 

. wor ls, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 

FF  ., Laying up in tore for themſelves a good foundation 
F gagainſt the. time to come, that they may lay hold on 

TT. eternal life. N T- 

JJ the judgments of Gov, now overflow- 
ing the world with an inundation of ſo dreadful 

diſorders, being the juſt effects of our fins! Vet 
the Logp 15 able to help when, how, and by what 
means he pleaſeth. Let us therefore intirely rely 
upon Him, who ſtandeth in need of no man's help 
to ſupport him, and yet hath the hearts of all men 
in his hand, to incline them which way he pleaſeth. 
Each of us ſhall in due time reap what he hath 
| ſown here, whether ſparingly or bountifully. L 

But I muſt mention one thing more before I „ 
conclude, which is, that beſides ſuch concerns as 


more nearly relate to the hoſpital, we have alſo | f 
kept up, under Gop's bleſſing, a conſtitution begun *® ' 
for the benefit of ſuch as beg from door to door, = 
and either live here in town, -or come from other ' 
places. Two hours are ſet apart every day, one | , 
in the forenoon, another in the afternoon, wherein 4 

: theſe poor people are firſt inſtructed in the prin- * ; 

 ciples of religion, and afterwards relieved with a 
ſupply of thEir temporal wants. 

6 Likewiſe the hoſpital. for the maintenance of a 

| : | few poor 2#dows, depending, under Gor, upon 

1 55 N „„ 
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the generous charity of one particular well-diſ- 
| poſed gentleman, hath continued hitherto 1 in a 
flouriſhing condition. ; 7 
. The reſt of our inſtitutions chat have Veen bis” 
| therto carried on, to retrieve, if poſſible, a good 
education, I here paſs by in fileace, becauſe they 
have no immediate relation to the hoſpital, to give 
an account whereof was at preſent my only deſign. | 
If any body be defirous to inform himſelf of the 
1 nature of our Pædagogium, or collegiate ſchool, 1 
i L refer him to a large account, wherein the whole 
wy method of managing that affair is diſtin&ly laid 
down. As likewiſe another ſmall treatiſe has been 
| publiſhed, about inculcating upon children good 
Principles both of Religion and Chriſtian Prudence. 
I cannot forbear mentioning here alſo the pre= 
_ wailing example, which is ſhewn us by many well- 
diſpoſed perſons in England, who after having 
formed themſelves into ſeveral ſocieties, have ſet , 
up, and hitherto ſucceſsfully maintained, abun- 
dance of chariry-ſchools; oppoſed and diſcouraged. 
vice, introduced ſome degree of catechiſing igno- 
rant people, publiſhed many uſeful books, and 
by other laudable projects, given encouragement 
to other nations. Which makes me hope, that 
they alſo begin to think it time to concern them- 
ſelves ſomething more for the /f2 of religion, and 
power of godlineſs; chuſing rather to promote the | | 
lame by 4 carrying on ſuch p- acticul mes TT 
thods 
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Ibods as ſtrike at the root of vice and profaneneſs 


than by maintaining unneceſſary and unproticable 15 


diſputes. = 

Beſides theſe and the like encouragements 1 
haye hitherto met with, the Loap hath given me 
one proof more of his goodneſs, which is, the 
joining to me another ſincere fellow-laborer, who, 
together with him that hath been with me theſe 
many years, beareth no ſmall part of the paſtoral 
care; by which means a larger opportunity is 
confered on me, to profecute ſome other things 


tending to the common good. I have already © 


gained ſo much time hereby, as to give the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to a treatiſe, intitled, NICODEMUS'; 
treating upon the anlatofulneſs of Fear before Men; 
which\being about half done ſome years ago, was 
laid afide by the intervention of other affairs: and 


to publiſh another, ſetting forth CHRIST as the 


| Subſtance of the whole Scripture. 


And thus I think, moſt Fou friend, 1 have 


at preſent anſwered your expectation, in giving 
ſome account of the moſt remarkable paſſages of 


Divine Providence that have hitherto befallen us 
in the management of the hoſpital; intirely refer- 


ing the communication of this letter to your pru- 
_ dence; ; but reſerving to myſelf the care of putting 
it out here in print, as a Continuation of that Nar- 
rative which has been already ſet forth. The 
Loxp hath not been pleaſed as yet to make us 


known 
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' "own to one another by ſight; yet I aſſure you 


that your letters, diſcovering your faith in, and 
your love to FESUS CHRIST and all mankind, 
prove no ſmall excitement to me, and which I 
hope have been effectual to the uniting our hearts 


in a moſt tender ſenſe of reciprocal love and kind- 


neſs, which is a foretaſte here of that eternal life, 
the full enjoyment whereof. will follow then, when 


wie come to be favored with endleſs joys before 


the throne of our Loap ISSsus Cunisr! To whoſe 


Infinite mercy I commit not only the full reward 
by of your charitable: inclinition. towards us, but alſo 


yourſelf, in this beginning of the year; praying 
Him to bleſs you both here and hereafter. 
Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Taviſible, 


the ouly wiſe GOD; be honor and glory M0 ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


2 3 moſt honored friend, 
Vour true "friend to ſerve vou, 


"wig rec er mam =, . 


G 1 Hall, 
Jan. 7, 1702. 
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